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PREFACE 



The correspondence on another page answers all proper 
inquiries concerning the origin and meaning of this vol- 
ume. It is right to say here, that to the generous 
liberality of Mr. Vassar, Avho gladly co-operated A'vdth the 
Executive Committee, the Author is indebted for the 
means necessary to make this work an exam]3le of great 
excellence in the wedded arts of Eno-ravinc; and Printing. 

Nearly all of the illustrations Avere draAvn on the wood 
by John F. Ruinge — a greater number of them from his 
original sketches made for the work. The Engravings, 
excepting the portrait of the Founder, from the burin 
of J. C. BuTTRE, are by Lossing & Baeeitt, and the 
printing by C. A. Alvokd. 

The Author here records his grateful acknoAvledgments 
to the Founder, the Officers and Trustees, and the 
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Faculty and Teachers of Vassar College, for their kind 
and cheei-fiil assistance in fiirnisliing information for his 
use in the preparation of this Memoii". 



POUCrHKEEPSTE, N. Y. 

June, 18G7. 



CORRESPO:^DEITCE. 



Vassah Ooi.i.ere, 
PouGnKKEPSiK, X. Y., March 15, 18(37. 

Mr. Bexson J. Lossing: — 

Dear Sik: — At a recent meeting of the Executive Committee of this 
College, the consideration of the propriety and importance of collecting and 
embodying the main facts in the life of Mr. ^Catthew Vassar, especially as 
connected with tlie foundation and establishment of this College, led to the 
unanimous adoption of the following preamble and resolution, which I have 
great pleasure in officially communicating to you : 

" Whereas, It is desirable that tlie College sliould possess, as a matter of 
public interest, and as a record to bo perpetually preserved, a Memoir of its 
Founder, Matthew Yassar, and a succinct history of the inception and final 
establishment of this College ; 

'■'■And whereas, Benson J. Lossing is one of its trustees, and eminently 
qualified for such a labor ; therefore, 

" Iicsohed, Tliat Mr. Lossing bo requested to prepare, in such form aTid 
style as his judgment, experience, and taste, and the greatness of the 
enterprise may suggest, a History of the College, and of its Founder; and 
that tlie Founder, and all officers of tlie College, be requested to place at 
liis disposal all facts and documents he may desire.'" 
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It is earnestly hoped you may be able to take the work in hand at 

once, and while lEr. Vassar's powers of mind and body remain so remarkably 

unimpaired. 

Very respectfully and tndy yonrs, 

0. Swan. Secretary. 



PouGnKEEPSiE, X. y.. Miirrh Ifi. lSfi7. 
Df.ar Sir : — 

Your note, conveying the resolution of the Executive Committee of the 

Board of Trustees of Vassar College, inviting me to prepare a iLemoir of its 

Founder, and a brief history of its inception and final establishment, is received. 

I accept the invitation with satisfaction, and witli thanks for the 

expression of confidence of the Executive Committee. 

I will endeavor to have the task completed before the close of the 
current collegiate year. 

I am, very respectfully. 

Your friend and co- worker, 

Benson J. Lossino. 
J[r. C. Swan. 

Secretary of tJie Board of TntRtees of Voanar College. 
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BiKTH-PLACE. 



IS" a pleasant rural city on the eastern bank of 
the Hudson River lives a man, while this sen- 
tence is flowing from the pen, who has passed, 
by the space of five yeai-s, the Scripture limit 
of active human life. In person he is a little 
less than medium height, well proportioned, and 
compactly built. He has a fair complexion, 
with lingerings of the ruddiness of good health upon his 
cheeks. The brown hair of his earlier days is much out- 
measured by the Avhiter crown of age. His dark gray eyes 
beam with the luster of vigorous middle life and the radiance 
of inextinguishable good-humor. His nose is of the Roman 
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type aud firmly set, and the general expression of his face is 
pleasant to friends and strangers ; for upon his countenance, 
whether in action or in repose, is seen the perpetual sunshine 
of a gentle, cheerful nature ; while his voice, low and flexible, 
is always musical with kindly cadences. Like Kowe's ideal — 

" Age sits with decent grace upon liis visage, 
And worthily heconies liis silver locks." 

On the walls of his modest dwelling hang pictures of 
existing buildings which are a part of his personal history. 
One is clustered with associations of his infancy and earliest 
childhood; the other is hallowed as the noble offspring of 
his generous liberality in his serene old age. One is in the 
Eastern hemisphere, aud the other in the AVestern, and are 
three thousand miles apart. One is a humble farm-house, 
not more than ten paces in length, and a single story in 
height, with pautiled roof and whitewashed walls, all 
fashioned after the model of the common dwellino; of the 
English husbandman eighty years ago ; the other is a palace 
of brick and freestone, five hundred feet in length, whose 
model was the Tuileries, the metropolitan residence of the 
French monarchs. One is in the rich maritime and as^ri- 
cultural Couuty of Norfolk, in far eastern England, on 
the borders of the North Sea, and a small distance from 
the sweet little River Ouse; the other is in the wealthy 
agricultural County of Duchess, in the State of New York, 
near the pleasant City of Poughkeepsie, aud not far from the 
majestic Hudson Eiver. One is the humble birth-place 
and the other the stately memorial of Matthew Vassar, 
the founder of Vassar College, for the education of Young 
AVomen. 

In the farm-house alluded to, aud delineated on the 
preceding page, then occupied by his parents while a 
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family mansion was a-builcling, Matthew Vassar was born, 
on tlie 29tli of April, 1792. That birth-place is in a 
beautiful section of JSTorfolk County, in a settlement known as 
East Dereham, parish -of Tuddenham, and an easy day's 
journey from the ancient city of jSTorwich, where the first seed 




^' 
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of England's immense manufacturing interest was planted 
by some Flemings in the time of Henry the First, more 
than seven hundred years ago. One of the earliest records 
on Mr. Vassar's memory is the impression made by the 
sight of the grand old cathedral in that city, built almost 
eight centuries ago by the followers of the conqxiering 
William of Normandy. Coeval and equally ineifaceable 
records were made by his three escapes from violent death 
before he was four yeai's of age — -one by tumbling over the 
head of one of his father's horses into a pebbly pond, 
in the rear of the cottage ; another by a bull, made furious 
by the scarlet mantle worn by his sister while she was lead- 
ing him across a field ; and a third by a Innatic, who seized 
him by the hair and beat his tiny body cruelly with a 
cudgel. These incidents, and the impressions made by the 
soft voice of the cuckoo in the morning, the song of the 
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niglitingale in tlie evening, the pale light of the glow-worm 
in the grass, the beauty of the primrose and other flowers, 
are the pictures of his short English life that are still vivid 
in his memory. 

Mr. Vassar's ancestors were from France, -where the 
name, which is distinguished in French history, is spelled 
Vasseur or Le Vasseur. Such Avas the name of the private 
secretary of Lafayette, "who accompanied him to this country 
more than forty years ago. The great-grandfather of ]\Ir. 
Vassar crossed the channel that separates France and Eng- 
land early in the last century, and settled in Norfolk, where he 
engaged in tillage, and in wool culture, for which that county 
has always been famous. His posterity occupied the home- 
stead, and followed the same pursuit. His grandson James 
married Anne Bennett, the excellent daus^hter of a neio-h- 
boring farmer, and these were the parents of him whose 
history we are tracing, and who was the youngest of their 
four children who were born in Euo;land, and named re- 
spectively Sophia, Maria, John Guy, and Matthew. 

James Vassar and his wife were Dissenters of the Baptist 
order, and, in common with other non-conformists, felt tlie 
oppressions of the wedded Church and State. At the time 
of their younger son's birth, the French Eevolution was 
upheaving all Europe with its volcanic fires, and shaking 
England, politically and socially, to its deepest foundations. 
It vivified in the hearts of the Dissenters the spirit of Liberty, 
such as Milton and Sidney had cherished, and a cry for 
justice was heard throughout the realm. While Burke, 
with strange inconsistency, thundered against the French 
Revolution and the Reform Associations of Great Britain, 
making his former political friends tremble lest he should 
reveal their secrets, and denounce their desio-ns Doc- 
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tors Price and Priestley, Lords Stanhope and Lauderdale, 
Home Tooke, Thelwall, and others, gave the citadel of 
Privilege such heavy blows with the A\'eapons of Eeason, 
strong in Christian ethics, that even the Throne was made 
to tremble. Then the Church and State, made cruel by 
fear, resolved to stamp into the earth the vigorous plant of 
Democracy, that threatened to overrun their domain. With 
their enormous wealth and influence, and loncj retinue of 
retainers, they put forth their strength in the form of Law, 
and violated justice by prosecutions for political desujns 
rather than for political offen.se-s, and in transporting men 
to a penal colony for seven and fourteen years, whose crimes 
consisted chiefly in having read Paine's Higlits of Man and 
expressed partial approbation of its doctrines ! 

The Crown and the Mitre were too strong for the Tribune 
and the Conventicle, and their threatenings, as in the days 
of the First Charles, drove many of the best subjects of tlie 
Empire across the Atlantic, in search of that civil and reli- 
gious liberty which their unnatural Mother denied them. 
On the tombs of many of those emigrants might have been 
justly written words similar to those sent over by William 
Roscoe, the English poet, to be inscribed on the white 
marble slab that now stands at the grave of his friend John 
Taylor (one of the emigrants), in Christ Church Cemetery 
in Poughkeepsie. Roscoe wrote — 

■'Far from liis country and liis native skies, 
Hero, mouldering in tlie dust, poor Tayloe lies. 
Firm was liis mind, and fraught with various lore ; 
And his warm heart was never cold before. 
Ho loved his country — loved that spot of earth 
■Which gave a MiLToy, Hampden, Brausiiaw birtli ; 
But when that country, dead to all but gain, 
Bowed its base neck and hugged tli' Oppressor's chain, 
Loathing the abject scene, he drooped, he sighed, 
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Ci-ossed the wild wave, and here untimely died. 
Stranger, whate'er thy country's Creed, or Hue, 
Go, and like him the moral path pursue; 
Go, and for Freedom every peril brave. 
And nobly scorn to be or hold a slave." 

It Avas in that exodus, and in the year 179G, that James 
Vassar and his wife and children, with his bachelor brother, 
Thomas, came to the United States in search of liberty of 
conscience. They were the first of their name on this side 
of the Atlantic. With many sighs they left their birth-land 
they loved so well. An Englishman's loyalty may seldom 
be justly questioned, for Home is his ideal of Heaven, and 
his heart always turns lovingly toward his native land, as 
the blossom of the heliotrope turns toward the sun. 

It was in the ship Criterion^ Captain Samuel Avery, that 
the Vassar family left the port of London, and, after a bois- 
terous voyage, arrived in the harbor of New York on a 
beautiful day in October, in good health and spirits. A 
wave that broke over the vessel during a gale, had swept 
Matthew from the cabin gangway across the deck, and he 
was saved from the sea only by the net-work of the taffrail. 
But the perils of the Atlantic were passed in safety by the 
whole family, and they found comfortable quarters in New 
York in the house of an Englishman named Withington, 
the owner of an extensive brewery in the suburbs of the 
city. 

New York had then a population of about fifty thousand 
souls. The people Avere agitated by great political excite- 
ment, the leaven of French democracy being the chief cause. 
It Avas on the eve of a Presidential Election. Washington's 
second administration was drawing to a close. His Farewell 
Address to his countrymen, Avarning them against the dangers 
of foi'eign influence, had just been scattered broadcast through 
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tte public press. The nation was called upon to choose a 
new Executive head. Adams and Jefferson were the oppo- 
sing aspirants for that lofty position. The ardent friends of 
Jefferson were seen in the streets with the flaunting tri- 
colored cockade of the French Revolution on their hats, Avhile 
those of Adams wore the modest black cockade of the American 
Revolution. The fierce struggle of the Federal and Demo- 
cratic parties for supremacy Avas at its height ; and, to the 
apprehension of the newly arrived Englishmen, a terrible 
revolution was at hand. They lieard the Government openly 
denounced and menaced, yet its strong arm was still, and it 
seemed jDowerless to save itself And their hearts were 
troubled when they heard ribald voices chanting the National 
air of England burdened with these terrible words : — 

•' (toiI save the Guillotine ! 
Till England's King and Queen 

Its power shall prove ; 
Till each anointed knob 
Affords a clipping job. 
Let no rude halter rob 
The Guillotine !"' 

But that election left society quiet and the government 
secure at its close ; and satisfied the immigrants that they 
were in a land of liberty indeed ; that freedom of thought, 
and speech, and action, was not only their privilege but their 
I'io-ht ; and that there was absolute safety where Conscience 
was imtrammeled, and Reason was left free to combat Error. 
With this conviction, they sought a permanent home in the 
proposed land of their adoption. 

At that time the fertile Mohawk Valley, in the State of 
NeAV York, was a point of great attraction to agriculturists, 
and it Avas rapidly filling up with settlers. General Schuyler, 
Elkanah Watson, Christopher Colles, and other far-seeing 
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men, had projected a canal that should traverse that Valley, 
and connect the waters of Lake Erie with those of the Hudson 
River. That project, if carried out, promised great advantages 
to the settlers. Thither the Vassar brothers Vvent, on a tour 
of observation, at the beginning of December ; and traveled 
as far westward as Utica, the site of old Fort Schuyler, then a 
flourishing village of about one thousand souls. They had 
frequently diverged from the Mohawk Valley turnpike, the 
main line of travel, to examine the country. Much of it Avas 
just emerging from the wilderness state, and presented a 
positive contrast to the beauty, order, and cultivation of their 
beloved England. It was covered with snow, and was most 
dreary in every aspect; and the brothers returned to New 
York late in January, so dissatisfied that they felt inclined to 
go back to their native land. That inclination was almost a 
fixed purpose, when the fertility and pleasant features of 
Duchess County, in the same State, were brought to their 
notice by one or two English families who were about to settle 
there, and early in the Spring of 1797 the brothers went with 
them to Poughkeepsie, then an unincorpoi-ated village of a 
few hundred souls. 

This was more than ten years before Fulton achieved his 
triumph in navigation, in the crude steamer Olermont, and the 
Vassar brothers made the voyage in a packet sloop, then the 
only mode of travel on the river. They explored the country 
about Poughkeepsie, and finally purchased a farm, containing 
about one hundred and fifty acres, in the rich and beautiful 
valley of the Wappengi's Creek, about three miles eastward of 
the village, on the verge of which a cotton-factory (now a 
paper-mill), and hamlet of workmen, named Manchester, were 
afterwards built by the late Samuel Slee, who was also an 
Englishman. 
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Soon after tlieir purcliase, James took his family to Pouo-h- 
keepsie, aud while he was preparing a dwelling on the farm, 
they occupied a brick house about a mile east of the village, 
ou the Filkintowu road, at what is now the jimction of Main 
and Church Streets. That Avas Matthew Vassar's first place 
of residence in Poughkeepsie. It fell into ruins a few years 
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ago, and when in that state it was painted for Mr. Vas- 
sar by F. Rondel, from whose picture the annexed sketch is 
made. 

At the close of the summer the farm-house was finished, 
and the whole family were in it, happy in finding rest after a 
year of ■wandering. That broad valley reminded them of the 
fields they had left in Norfolk. The stream that washed its 
borders seemed like the little rivers of their native laud; and 
when, in the Autumn, the fertile soil gave back to them a 
bountiful return for labor, they were contented. 

The creek that bears the name of the Wappeugi tribe 
of Moheo^an Indians, who dwelt at its falls near the Hudson 
t^vo hundred years ago, and traverses Duchess County from 

3 
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northeast to southwest, about forty luiles, is everywhere a 
picturesque stream ; but at no point was it more lovely than 
along the plain of Manchester, at the time we are considering, 
when stately sycamores with their huge and- ghostly stems 
stood by its margin, their majesty disputing for the prize of 
admiration Avith the beauty of the elms that spread high in 
air their graceful tops, while the modest willoAv hung lovingly 
over the noui-ishinsj waters. jNIore modest still, the doer- 




TUE WaPPESGI'S CltEEK. 

wood, with its white blossoms in eai-ly Spring; the alder with 
its dull purple catkins, and the witch-hazel and the elder, made 
up the more humble curtains of stem and leaf that everywhere 
half concealed the stream. But to the eyes of the English 
settlers nothing was more pleasing than a score of saplings 
along the borders of their farm, draped Avith the spiral vints 
of the wild hop {himulus hqmh,.^^ from whose clustering 
blossoms they might distill the lupuline for home-brewed ak, 
without M-hlch an English family AN-ould experience a real pri- 
vation. But barley fur the malt was lacking. It was not lono- 
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a want ; for when the ftirm-work Avas over iu the Autumn, 
Thomas "went to England for a supply of that grain and other 
cereals, and of good sheep. He brought back with him some 
fine seed rath, tlie most profitable kind of bai'leyfor breAving; 
and in the Summer of 1798, the first field of that grain ever 
seen in Duchess County ripened and yielded bountifully on 
the Vassar farm, iu the valley of the Wappengi. There it 
was that the mournful drama of John Barlev-corn and the 
three kings, so sadly told liy young Bums, was first pei'formed 
within the bounds of the ancient shire, when 



Thev laid Iiiin down npon liis bnck 
And cudgeled liiin full soi'e ; 

Tliey hung him up before tlie storm, 
And turned him o'er and o'er. 

They filled up a darksome [lit 

AVith water to the brim ; 
Thev heaved in John Barley-corn — 

Tiiere let him sink or >\vim. 

They laid him out upon the tioor 

To work him farther woe ; 
And still, as signs of life appeared, 

They tossed him to and fro. 

They wasted o'er a scorching tlanie 

The marrow of his bones; 
But a miller used him vorst of all. 

For he crushed him 'tween two stone 



But the ^voe of John wrought joy in the fauiily of James, 
for Avdien apples Avere ripening in September, there AA'as home- 
breAved ale in his liouse. The fame of it was soon spread 
abroad among the thirsty neighbors. The thrifty family 
made it for sale ; and it Avas not lono- before little Mattlle^v 
and his mother might occasionally be seen on the road to 
Poughkeepsie, in the farm \\'agon, AS'ith a barrel of home-breAved 
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ale, the freshest eggs, and the yellowest butter, for all of 
which au ever-ready market was found. 

So general l)ecame the demand forVassar's ale, that in the 
Vear ISOl the brothei'S sold their farm, and James beo;an the 
business of Ijrewing in Poughkeepsie, which was incoi'jiorated 
a village that year. He purchased a lot of land of the heirs 
of Baltus Van Kleeck, lying between the Upper Lauding 
road (now Mill Street) and the new road then just opened 
to the rivei", in continuation of what is now Main Street, west 
from Washinofton Street. On that lot he built a ln'ewer>', 
and in a part of it his family dwelt while he ^^■as erecting the 
house in which the founder of Yassar College now resides. 

Adjoining the Yassar lot on the Upper Landing road, 
and a few rods east of the present Yassar Street, stood the 
venerable homestead of the Yau Kleeck family. It was 
built of rough stone, in the year 1702, by Baltus Yan Kleeck, 
one of the earlier of the immigrants from Holland who 
settled in Duchess County toward the close of the seventeenth 
ceuturj^ It was the first substantial house built on the site of 
Poughkeepsie. In its gables, and just under its eaves, the 
walls were pierced with loop-holes for musketry, for at that 
time the Indians were numerous in the county, and were 
feared by the settlers. Yan Kleeck's house was a sort of 
citadel for the hamlet of Poughkeepsie, in which the score or 
two of its inhabitants might take refuge. The lintel of the 

main door was a rou(rh-hewn stone 
,# ' \ li ■ ^'"""^ *'^^ fields, on which were cut the 

date ot erection, and tlie initials of 
the name of the owner, in duidicate. 



That lintel is now a corner-stone. 
Stone l,ntel. close to the pavement, of the dwelling 

of Matthew Yassar, Ji\, who is a lineal descendant of Yan 
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Kleeck, his father, John Guy, the elJer brother of the 
Founder, havins^ married Margaret, a dauofhter of Baltus 
Van Kleeclc, and a o;reat-2:randdauohter of the first-named 
Baltus. 

That old mansion "was Avell filled -with good furniture 
hrought from Holland, some of which is in the possession 
of M. Vassar, Jr. An immense round tal)le of mab.ogany, 
a high-backed sofa and chairs, are among the renmants 
of it, and afford good specimens of the 
equipment — hni/s-raedt — of a Ilolland- 
sche family of the better sort, for hous(^ 
keeping. But more jorecious things than 
the most costlv furniture were seen in 
that old mansion. These Avere Patriots ''"''^ 

— men such as Sir William Jones made Alcteus of Mitylene 
declare were the constituents of a State . 




" Men, who tlieii' dutiL-s know. 
But know tlieir riL'hts, and knowini; dare maintain; 

Prevent tlie long-aimed blow. 
And crush the tvraiit while thev rend the chain." 



That house, then a i)ublic inn, \vas a place of resort for 
the Patriots of the neighborhood for many miles around, 
during the whole period of the old War for Independence. 
There they met for consultation after the Boston Port Bill 
had blasted all hope of reconciliation bet^veen the colonists 
and the British Ministry on a basis of justice. There the 
Committee of Correspondence for Ducliess County, -with Egbert 
Benson at its head, held meetings. There, in June and July, 
1775, the AVhigs of " Poughkeepsie Precinct" signed a pledge, 
"under all the ties of religion, honor, and love of country," 
to sustain whatever measures the Continental Congress and 
the Provincial Convention of Xew York should resolve upon 
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for preserving the liberties of tLe people. There the Legis- 
lature of the State of Kew York assembled, early in 1778 
(the Court-house being in ruins), after having fled from 
Kingston on the approach of the British incendiaries under 




TuE Van Kleeck House. 

General Yaughan, Avho burned that village at the middle 
of the preceding Autumn ; and there, a little more than ten 
years later, Hamilton, Jay, Hobart, Duane, Yates, Clinton, 
Livingston, Bancker, Yan Cortlandt, and other distinguished 
men, may have found lodgings (it being the only inn in 
the village), while sojoiu-ning more than a month in Pough- 
keepsie, in the Summer of 1788, as members of the State 
Convention that sat in the new Court-house to consider the 
ratification of the National Constitution. 

That old " Yan Kleeck House " was thus made famous 
by the presence of famous men. It ^vas strong enough to 
resist the l)usy lingei's of decay for centuries ; but, like many 
another building in our changeful land, liallowed l)y events 
that touch the sympathies of our higher nature, it was com- 
pelled to give place to more modern structures. It came into 
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the possession of tlie Yassar family hy inheritance, and so it 
remained imtil 1835, when it was pnlled down. l)ut not nntil 
its featnres had been pi-eserved by the pencil of the -writer of 
this ^Memoir. 

James Vassar Avas successful as a brewer, and he contem- 
plated making his two sons his assistants. John Guy Avas 
between two and three years the senior of Mattliew, and was 
nsefid to his father from the l^eginning. But, when his 
younger brother Avas old enough to take a pai't in the busi- 
ness, the latter evinced so gi-eat an aversion to it, that his 
father made an arrangement to apprentice him for seven }'ears 
to a tanner in Poughkeepsie. This was a business still more 
distasteful to the boy than l)rewing. He vehemently pro- 
tested, but in vain. Articles of indenture were drawn ; and 
on a specified morning he was to enter the service of a legal 
master. When that time ariived, the lad was not to be found. 
He had a23pealed to his mother, and excited her active sympa- 
thy in his distress. He had begged to l)e allowed to go out into 
the world to "' seek his fortune," as the jdii'aseis, alone, aud she 
resolved that he should do so. With a change of East India 
muslin shirts and a pair of stockings tied up in a cotton ban- 
danna handkerchief (^vhich, with a homespun suit, woolen 
stockings, stout shoes, aud a cap, in which he was clad, composed 
his entire wardrobe), he left his home on a })leasant morning 
in the Spring of 1806, accompanied by his mother. They 
walked to the lse^v Humbui'sr ferry, eie:ht miles below Poufrh- 
keepsie, and there they parted. After giving him her bles- 
sing, aud a cash cajiital of se\'euty-five cents, the mother 
lingered in tears on the bank of the stream, until she saw her 
child in safety on the opjiosite shore, and a river half a mile 
wide between the tanner and the l)oy. 

Young ^"assar was no^\' faii-ly out upon a business 
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journey on Lis own account. lie walked on toward New- 
Inirgli in search of employment, when, toward evening, his 
weariness emboldened him to ask a farmer, Avho was passing 
h\ in his wao'on, to allow him to ride. The man was 
somewhat I'ough in speech, and accused him of being a run- 
away. The lad. irave him his name and a truthful account of 
Avhat had happened, when the farmer, who was a kind- 
hearted Englishman named Butterworth, told the boy that 
he kuew his father, and then invited the wanderer to lodge 
at ]ns house that night. It was near a little settlement two 
miles north of Newbui'gh, called Balm Town, where Butter- 
worth's son had a country store. 

On the following morning, young Vassar made a bargain 
with the merchant to perform the drudgery in his store. 
His diligence, integrity, and intelligence soon caused his 
promotion. On the basis of a very limited education, lie 
tiiere laid the foundations of a ])usiness ability excelled in 
efficiency by few men. He remained Avith Butterworth 
about three years, and then entered the store of Daniel 
Smith, another mei'chant, as first clerk, at the then consider- 
able salaiy of three hundred dollars annually. There he 
served faithfully about twelve months, when he returned 
home, after an absence of foui- years, with one hundred and 
fifty dollai'S saved from his earnings in "foreign service," as 
he termed it. Then he entered his father's flourishino- 
establishment as book-keeper and collector. 

A year later the elder Vassal' was smitten by heavy 
misfortunes. On the lOtli of May, 1811, while he was going 
11]) the Hudson on a slooj), he saw fiames and a heavy smoke 
at Poughkeepsie that tcdd of a conilngration. He felt a 
presentiment that it Avas his own property ; and it was. His 
l>rewery, on which he had no insurance, was in flames, and 
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it was utterly consumed. That " misfortunes seldom come 
single," is a popular saying and Itelief. It was verified in 
Mr. Yassar's experience. Two days after his propeity was 
destroyed, Lis son John Guy, then twenty-two years of age, 
lost his life by descending into a I'ecently emptied heer-vat 
amidst the ruins, in which were some hops that might be 
saved. It was charo;ed with carbonic acid cas, and he was 
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suffocated. Other losses of property followed ; and -when 
they were past fifty years of age, James Vassar and his ■wife 
found themselves with a large family of children, reduced to 
comparative poverty. Business efforts failed ; and the future 
appeared gloomy and utterly unpromising to the almost 
disheartened man. Finally, he leased and closely tilled four- 
teen acres of land on the New York and Albany post-road, a 
little north of the Fall Kil, in the suburbs of Poughkeepsie ; 
and thei'e, in a quaint old house, on the site of the present 
residence of Stephen M. Buckingham, he and his wife 
passed a greater part of the evening of their lives in 
comfort and serenity. Mrs. A^assar died in ]\Iarch, IS.')? 
and her husband survived her only three yeai's. 
4 
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James Vassavs brother Thomas, wh(^ rame with him to 
America, and was his partner in the farm on the Wappengi's 
Creek, established himself in the business of brick-raaking, 
t\vo niiles east of Poughkeepsie, soon after he left the 
valley of the Wappengi, and continued it until within a 
few years of his death, which occurred in October, 1849, 
when he was almost ninety-three years of age. His wife, 
Joanna Ellison, who Avas twenty years his junior, lived 

three Aears longer. The re- 
'*'''*^^^' ,^, ma-ins of these worthy people 

— the ancestoi's of the Vas- 
sar family in this country — 
Avho left their birthland for 
the sake of liberty of con- 
science, were all laid in the 
Baptist Cemetery near the 
banks of the Fall Kil, or 
the Winnakee, as the Indians 
more sweetly named it. This 
is a small stream that flows 
through Poughkeepsie, and falls in a series of cascades into 
what was once a sheltered cove of the Hudson, which the 
aborigines called Apokeepsiug, or Safe Harbor, from which 
the beautiful rural city on its borders derives its name. 

The misfortunes of his family made Matthew Vassar 
more thoughtful and diligent than ever. He considered how 
he should employ his limited experience in brewing so as to 
make it profitable to himself and a comfort to his parents. 
Small means were at liand, and he used them with success. 
In a dve-house belongin"' to (reorye Booth, the husband 
of his sister Maria, who -was engaged in the manufacture 
of woolen cloth in Poughkeepsie, he began the business of 
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ale-makiuo; on a scale almost as humble as did " Willie '' 
who only 

— "brewed a peck o' iniiut." 

Witla a few kettles a'nd tul)es lie made ale at the rate of 
three barrels at a time, Avliich he sold to the citizens in small 
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quantities, and delivered it with his own hands; and in the 
Spring of 1812 he hired a basement room in the County 
Court-house, which was " an elegant and substantial edifice of 
stone," erected in 1809, on the corner of Main and Market 
Streets, in which he opened a shop for the sale of Ale and 
Oysters. This was the first " oyster saloon '' established in 
the town. All day long Mr. Vnssar might have been seen 
brewing at the dye-house, or going about the village Avith his 
ale, or disposing of his " grains," as the barley was popularly 
called after it had served the purpose of bre^ving ; while his 
evenino-s, until midnio-ht, Avere devoted to his customers in 
his " 



saloon." 



I'S VASSAK UOLLEWE 

Mr. "S^issar had faith in the assertion of the Sacred Pro- 
verbialist, that he who is " diligent in his business shall stand 
before kings ; he shall not stand before mean men ;" and he 
showed his faith by his works. Thrift rewarded his laborious 
industry. He felt a laudable desire for wealth, 

•' Xut foi- to liiile it in a Iieilge, 
Xor for a train attendant, 
Lilt for the gloi'ious privilege 
Of being inde[>endent." 

His field of effort was daily widenino-. The villao-e which 
was to be his life-long home was growing rapidly. It then 
had a pojijulation of about three thousand souls, and contained 
almost five hundred dwellings and buildings for business. 
Eight sloops were continually employed, -^vhile the river was 
fi'ee of ice, in freighting from its four ^vharves. To the 
lleformed Dutch Church edifice, on the East Lane or Filkin- 
town Road (now Main Street), that stood on the lot No. 257, 
now owned by Henry Myers, and that of Christ Church, on 
Main (now Market) Street, when the village was incorporated, 
eleven years before, three other church edifices had been 
added. An Academy had recently been built on Cannon 
Street, near its intersection by the present Academy Street. 
Two newspapers {Pougliheep-sie Journal and HepitUifcDi 
Herald) were well sustained ; and the book-store of Paraclete 
Potter (now Archibald Wilson's) was a favorite place of 
resort of the educated men and women of the villao-e and its 
vicinity, and of the leading politicians of the old Federal 
school. " The Hotel " (now Rutser s) had lately been built, 
and was described as "elegant and s])acious;" and "five 
serpentine roads" connected the village on the high plain with 
the river, half a mile distant. 

Such was Poughkeepsie when, in the year Is 1-2, Mr. Vassar 
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coiuinenced in it that business in A\liidi he ^v^ls engaged for 
more than half a century, and earned the lai'ge fortune, one- 
half of which he dedicated to the vitally important work 
of thoroughly educating Woman. 

So promising of success was Mr. Yassar's Ale and Oyster 
business, that he ventured to set up a domestic establishment 
early in the Spring of 1813, when he was not cpite twenty- 
one years of age. On the 7th of March he and Miss Catha- 
rine Valentine were united in marriage ; and in that state 
they lived togethei' a few weeks less than fifty years. He 
hired part of a dwelling at the I'ate of forty dollars a year, 
payable in advance, Avhich his prudent father thought was a 
very exti'avao;ant be2:innint>:; and the whole outfit of the 
young couple for housekeeping did not exceed, in cost, one 
hundred and fifty dollars. Yet it was a genteel display of 
home comforts, for the time. Neatness and industry char- 
acterized his chosen helpmate, and their humble dwelling- 
place had an air of elegance wliioh moi'e spacious mansions 
and more costly furnishings do not always present. With 
mutual interests they worked lovingly together; and, with 
the heritage of an Englishman's delight in domestic com- 
forts, his heart was often full of that sweet content shad- 
owed in Benjamin's words — 

" 0, tLe iitmospliore of Home ! how bright 
It floats around iis wlioii wo sit togethei' 
Under a bower of vine in Snninier weather, 
Or ronnd the hearth-stone on a winter's niglit I" 

The land was now full of ti'ouble. Thei-e Avas war lie- 
tween the coimtry of Mr. Yassar's nativity and that of his 
adoption. A long-gathering storm was in full career, and its 
disturbing energies ^vere felt in every ])art of the Republic. 
The fife and drum were heard in every hamlet ; and the tlag 
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of the recruiting sergeant was everywhere tlaiinted before 
the eyes of tlie abettors of "Madison's wicked -war" and the 
oi:)posing " blue-light and black-cockade Federalists," to the 
infinite delight of the one, and tbe insufte]'able disgust of the 
other. Everybody was a ])oliticiau with decided views, and 
everybody indulged in decided expressions of them. There 
was a perpetual war of opinion in families, and in conuuu- 
nities ; and at places of public resort battles of tongues 
often waxed hot, and sometimes alarmins' to Q-ood oi-der and 
jjropriety. Mr. Vassar's saloon was one of these arenas 
wherein the wordy gladiators wrestled. It had grown from 
a plain "oyster cellar" into quite a respectable "club- 
house ;" and occupied three rooms in the basement of the 
Court-house and one on the floor above. There jude^es and 
jurors, lawyers and clients, dined and supped during tlie 
sessions of the courts. These supper parties indulged in 
intellectual exchange and convivial pleasures ; and durino- 
the War it was often resonant with the appropriate sono-s 
of the day, when some enthusiastic vocalist, inspired by the 
public turmoil or the blood of John Barley-corn, could not 
keep his patriotism silent. So it was that after the villao-e 
had been illuminated because of Peny's victory on Lake 
Erie, the ear was greeted with the stiiring -words — 

"Let each man voiind the board hid liis chiklreii reiiiuiiibei-, 

With a genei-oiis expansion of soul, 
The giory that ])Liy.s round tlie Tontli of September, 

And crown the retnrn with a bowL 
Then the goblet shall foam, blow the wind lii.uh or low. 

And the heart be it nionrnful or merry 
And the i)iirest of wine to the mem'ry shall How 

Of the virtnes and valor of Perrv." 

And when, a year later, the victory of Macomb and jNIac- 
donough over the forces of (lovernoi- Prevost of Canada, at 
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Piattshuvg, made tlie inliabitants of menaced New York 
grateful for deliverance, JNIicliael Hawkins' imitation of 
Negro minstrelsy — the first on record — descriptive of the 
event, and sung to tlie air of " Boyne Water," provoked un- 
bounded merriment. To those familiar Avith the boastful 
spirit of Prevost on his invading march, and the ridiculous 
spectacle exhibited by his hasty retreat, especially funny 
seemed the concluding vers(:- : 

"Prevost soaro ?o, lie let' all Leliiiie, 

Powder, ball, ciiiiiioii. tea-imt, and kittle ; 

Some say he c-otcli a cold — trouble in be mine, 

"Cause lie eat so much raw and cole vittle. 

Uncle Sam berry sorry 

To be sure for he pain ; 
Wish he nnss lieself up well an' hearty, 

for General Macomb 

An' Massa 'Donough home 
Wlieii lie notion for anudder tea-party." 

Mr. Vassar came near beincc ^ soldier in arms. He had 
joined a volunteer company of Fusileers in time of peace, 
and was a member of the stall* of the late Major-General 
John Brush at the period we are considering. At the 
time of the British invasion from Canada, which ended at 
Plattsburg, a land and naval force was menacing the city 
of New York, the project of the British ministry in 1777, 
for separating New England from the other States by 
seizing and holding the line of the Hudson River, having 
been revived. There was wide-spread alarm. Governor 
Tompkins ordered the militia and drafted men of the 
State, who had not }-et taken the field, to hasten to the 
menaced metropolis, -where citizens of every calling — 

■•Plninbers, fonndei's, dyers; tinners, tnrners, f.h avers ; 
Sweepers, clerks, and criers; jewelers, engravers; 
Clotliiers, drapers, ]ilayers; cartnien, hatters, tailors; 
Gan;:ers, sealers, weighers; carpenters and sailors," 
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were engaged night and day in casting up intrenchnients on 
the heights of Brooklyn and Harlem, many of them singing 
the stirring words of Woodworth, inspired l)y the scene — 

" -Toliniiy Boll, licMvare ! keep at proiiei' distance. 
EUe we'll make you stare at onr tinii I'esistaiice. 
Let alone the lads who are freedom tasting; 
Recollect, our dads gave you once a hasting. 

Pickaxe, shovel, spade, crowhar, hoe, and barrow ; 

Better not invade; Yankees have the marrow.'' 

The militia and levies of Duchess were summoned a\\"ay, 
but Mr. Vassar, claimiiio; the rio-ht to withhold services when 
privileges are denied, did not go. At a previous election he 
had been challenged Avhen he offered his vote, and its recej)- 
tion had been denied on the plea that he was a native of 
England, paid therefore an alien. Believing the same plea to 
])e valid in his own favor when called ujion to do inilitary 
dnty, he successfully interposed it ; and he Avas spared the 




Brewery on Vassar Street. 



fatigue and losses of an inglorious campaign at Harlem, and 
the time so important to him in his business, for he was then 
engaged in the erection of the extensive brewery, the main 
l:.uilding'of ^\•hich is yet standing on Vassar Street. Yet he did 
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not witliliolcl all service, for, Avitli Inintlreds of other citizens 
of Poiigbkeepsie aucl vicinity, he went to the neighboring 
woods and swamps to collect materials for fascines, which 
were sent down the river in sloop-loads, to be used for gabi- 
ons and other basket-woi'k in the erection of fortifications at 
Brooklyn and Harlem. 

Mr. Vassar had now struggled on in business about two 
years, alone, unaided by influential or Avealtliy friends, and 
relying solely upon his own resources, under Providence, for 
final success. It had often been a most severe struggle, in 
which he was several times nearly vanquished. AmbitioiTS 
of excelling in Avhatever he undertook, he spai'ed no pains 
or expense in the manufacture of his ale, but for want of 
capital to enlarge his facilities, it was made in (quantity 
too limited to give him much profit. Capital was his great 
need, and in due time it came to help him. 

In the Spring of 1814, Thomas Purser, an Englishman of 
considerable fortune, and also of some experience in brewing, 
who had qiiaffed many a mug of ale at Vassai''s rooms with 
great satisfaction, ofliered himself as a partner, and also the 
requisite capital for carrying on the business on an extensive 
scale. The ofter was accepted. The partnership was formed 
with the name of M. Vassar & Co., and the brewing and 
malting buildings, which extended from Vassar to Bridge 
Streets, were erected during the ensuing Summer. The busi- 
ness at the club-rooms in the Court-house was abandoned by 
its founder, and his whole time and attention were given to 
the manufacture of ale. That vocation was successful ; but, 
owing to the failing health of Mr. Purser, the partnership 
lasted only about two years, when he withdrew. 

Mr. Purser's place was supi)lied by Nathan and Mulford 
Conklin, then carrying on an extensive mercantile business 



34 VASSAE COLLEGE 

iu Poughkeepsie, and they remained in partnership with 
Mr. Vassar until 1829, when he purchased their interest. 
During that period, and a little beyond, Mr. Vassar expe- 
rienced many vicissitudes in btisiness, and, on two or three 
occasions, losses by fire and flood brought liim to the verge 
of bankruptcy. But perseverance was one of the cardinal 
virtues of his character, and he always kept it vigorous 
by judicious use. With it he overcame all obstacles; and 
at length, when he had been engaged in brewing for about 
twenty years, a tide of uninterrupted prosperity liore him 
on to the possession of a large fortune. His business 
became too large to allow him to manage it well alone, 
and in 1832 he took in his nephews, Matthew Vassar, Jr., 
and John Guy Vassar, sons of his deceased brother John 
Guy. They were energetic, industrious, and faithful young- 
men, and materially assisted their luicle in the enlarge- 
ment of the business and profits of the establishment. 

The brewery on Vassar Street soon became too limited in 
capacity for the increasing operations of the firm, and in 1836 
a more extensive establishment, built of brick, was erected 
on the bank of the river, just above the Main Street Landing, 
where the manufacture of ale is still carried on under the 
original name of M. Vassar & Co. At various periods 
Mr. Vassar brought into the business, as partners, his brother 
James, James V. Harbottle, Alfred E. Booth, John Guy 
Vassar, 2d, Erastus Reeve, J. L. D. Lyon, and Oliver H. 
Booth. In May, 1866, the latter, who is one of Mr. Vassar's 
nephews, purchased the interest of his uncle, when the busi- 
ness connection of the founder of the establishment ended. 

After managing his affairs diligently for more than thirt}^ 
years, and becoming the possessor of a large foi'tune ]Mr. 
Vassal' determined to gratify a long-cherished desire by 
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visiting Great Britain and the continent of Europe. He 
wished to engage less closely in business thereafter, and he 
resolved to make that the occasion for casting the burdens 
of its cares upon the ^'ounger men, his kinsmen, who were 
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his partners. He accordingly made arrangements for hiiu- 
self and wife to go abroad and be absent from the country 
about three years. They were childless; and nothing in their 
domestic arrangements made it necessary for them to hasten 
back. 

The classic prescription for the number of a dinner-party 
was, Not less than the Graces, nor more than the Muses. 
The minimum is the best number for a traveling party in 
civilized lands, and to that Mr. Vassar made his own conform 
by inviting Cyrus Swan to become the traveling com])anion 
of himself and ^vife. Mr. Swan was a young man of taste 
and obsei'vation, well informed and cultivated, genial and 
sympathetic. He had lately completed his preparatory 
studies for entering upon the practice of the Law as a 
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vocation. In tliat profession, and wliile be was yet a student, 
be bad rendered services wbicb won for bim tbe cordial 
esteem and confidence of Mr. Vassar ; and tbe friendsbip 
tben formed lias remained unbroken. 

Mr. Swan gladlj^ accepted Mr. Vassar's generous invitation, 
and at tbe close of April, 1845, tbe little traveling party- 
sailed from New York in the packet-sbip jVorthumle/'Iand; 
Captain Griswold, bound for England. Sbe bad less tban 
twenty passengers, among wbom were tbe late Judge 
TTilliam Kent and bis wife. Tbe sbip was staucb and 
well appointed, and was one of tbe largest of tbe sailing- 
packets of tbat time. Tbe day was brigbt and serene wben 
tbey passed tbe Narrows, wbose sbores are guarded by great 
guns witbin strong walls, and went out upon tbe ocean. 
Every tbing promised deligbt to tbe novices in marine expe- 
rience; but, before tbe sun disaj)pearecl bebind tbe dim 
purple outlines of tbe Navisink Hills, tbe never-ceasing 
motion of tbe bosom of tbe sea made tbem doubters. Tbe 
inevitable sea-sickness followed ; and during a voyage of 
twenty days tbey bad tbe usual experience of 

"the monotony 

Of an Atlantic trip — 
Sometimes you ship a sea, 

And sometimes see a ship!" 

Tbe passengers first saw land again one brigbt morning 
late in ]May, wben Tbe Needles, sculptured by tbe waves at 
tbe westernmost extremity of tbe Isle of Wight, were seen 
glittering in the sun-light. On tbe same day the JSforth- 
urnherJand was anchored in tbe fine harbor of Portsmouth, 
imder the guns of tbe vast fortifications of tbat seaport. 
There tbe travelers landed, and passed a few days in visitino- 
tbe Avonders of that greatest of Enijlaud's naval stations. 
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Among these, whicli none but the eyes of Englishmen are 
supposed to be permitted to see, \vas the immense Naval 
Bakerj". To this Mr. Vassar and his part}" gained admission 
by his acting in strict conformity to the maxim of the British 
Crown concerning its subjects, namely, Once an En(jl.l'sliinaii 
always an Engli-sliman. In accordance with the spirit of 
this maxim, British cruisers impressed Anglo-American sea- 
men into the Ro}-al naval service; and chieHy on that account 
the two nations went to war, more than fifty years ago, and, 
after gallant fighting on both sides for thirty months, Great 
Britain still adhered to the maxim, and has never abandoned 
it. So, honestly abiding by her rule, and registering his 
name, — "M. Vassar, East Dereham, Tuddenham, Norfolk 
County," — the place of his birth — the Once an Englisliman 
always an MigUshman, and his family, j)eered with their 
American eyes into all the secrets of England's great Naval 
Bakery. 

From Portsmouth Mr. Vassar and his companions passed 
over to the Isle of Wio-ht — the " divorced land" of the ancient 
Britons — which Cedric the Saxon colonized with Jutes and 
his own countrymen almost a thousand years before Columbus 
discovered America. Our travelei's lauded at Ryde. It was 
now the beginning of June, and that island — ^the loveliest 
of England's possessions — was glorying in the wealth of its 
verdure and blossoms. There every sense was regaled with 
the realities of all that painter and poet have delineated in 
pictures of English I'ural scenery and rural life, even to the 
gipsies, who in a popular ditty have been made to sing — 



" All (lay we round the country tramp ; 
The birds bear not a lighter heart; 
And then at niglit wo pitch onr camp, 
Or soundly sleep beneath the cart. 
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^'Imt rave we for the night-dew dnitip! 

'We pay no rent when wo de|)art : 
And like the lark we early rise — 
Our clock's a Gipsy's opening eyes!" 

After visiting every part of tliat charming island, enjoying 
the delights of its present beauties, and the contemplation of 
its feudal remains, Mr. Vassar proposed to tarry a little in 
Southampton before going up to London. They had been 
impressed with the realities of the past in visiting Caris- 
brooke Castle, near Newport, which is supposed to have l:)een 
founded before the Roman invasion, but which -was not 
completed until the time of Elizabeth. It is chiefly famous 
as the place of confinement of Charles tlie First, after his 
removal from Hampton Court ; and the attention of our 
travelers was directed to a window, out of which, it is 
said, the king attempted to escape. 

Leaving; these remains of a darker a<;e and a ruder 
civilization behind them, with a desire to commune more 
particularly with the present, Mr. Yassar and his com- 
panions crossed over to Southampton, one of the most bust- 
ling and important of the maritime towns of England. 
There they passed several days in visiting objects of 
special interest, sucb as the Free Grammar School founded 
by Edward the Sixth, and the Hospital established in the 
reign of Henry the Third. They also visited interesting- 
places in the vicinity of tbe city, among which were the 
ruins of Calsbot Castle, and Netley Abbey, situated on 
opposite shores of the beautiful Southampton Water. 

From the busy city on the seaboard the travelers went up 
to London by railway, where they remained about three 
weeks. Mr. Vassar was then fifty-tliree years of age, and in 
the full vigor of the most robust health. He ^vas the imper- 
sonation of perpetual activity. From early niornin>'- until late 
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in the evening he was busy in observations of men and things. 
No place of note in that great city escaped his vision, and no 
details of institutions and business estaidishments tliat he 
visited were free from -his scrutiny. "Xo man," says Mr. 
Swan, in a note to the author. " ever saw more and absorbed 
more in the same space of time. Always an early riser, 
always in motion, and always inquisitive; challenging every 
thing for its i-easou for being at all, and especially for belug- 
as he foruid it, he satisfied himself conceruinsr the why and 
the wherefore of a multitude of objects and interests which the 
superficial observer would neither perceive uor understand." 
Every thing interested him ; but most of all \\'rs he impressed 
by the great Hospital on St. Thomas Street, erected and 
endowed by Thomas Guy, whose family. and Yassar's are 
connected 1.)y ties of consanguinity. That noble fruit of his 
kinsman's liberality is one of the most useful of Enorland's 
monuments which perpetuate the memory of her distin- 
guished men ; and in the contemplation of it, the thought 
conceived by his visit to the Free Grammar School and 
the Hospital at Southampton developed in the mind of 
Mr. Vassar a fixed resolution to devote a large portion of his 
own fortune to the welfare of his fellow-men. 

Thomas Guy was a native of London, where he was 
born about the year 1648. At the- age of seventeen years 
he was apprenticed to a booksellei' in his native city, and 
when he attained to his majority he began the same business 
on his o\vn account, iipon a capital of one thousand dollars. 
He established a lucrative business in the importation of 
Bibles from Holland, and afterwards made a profitable 
contract for the sale of those i)rinted at the Oxford Uni- 
versity in England. Very parsimonious in his habits, he soon 
accumulated a larae fortune. Tie had a favoi'lte servant 
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girl, who was sensible and comely, and he offered her his 
hand in marriage. It was accepted ; but, because of some 
trifling offense, he broke his engagement, dismissed her from 
his service, and lived a celibate, devoting nearly his whole 
time to the business of accumulating wealth, with the 
intention of finally using it foi' some benevolent ol^ject. 

During the wars in Queen Anne's reign, Guy made large 
sums by the purchase of government securities from indivi- 
duals at a depreciated rate, especially seamen's prize-tickets. 
He was also a fortunate dealer in stocks of the com])anies 
which were organized by speculators, without I'eal founda- 
tions, from the years 1710 to 1719, inclusive, and especially 
of that known as the South Sea Company^ incor2)orated in 
1716, in whose bonds almost every wealthy person in England 
became a dealer. The shares going rapidly from the ^v(x value 
of one hundred pounds sterling to one thousand pounds, made 
many apparently very rich ; and the most extravagant 
displays of equipages, and other evidences of -wealth, were 
indulged in by those who, but a few months before, -were 
poor and obscure. Guy might have been seen almost daily 
among the infatuated crowd of both sexes, in Exchange Alley, 
buying and selling those bonds. He knew their real worth- 
lessuess, and was one of a few wise ones who said, in effect, 

" Five Irantli-ed millions, notes and bonds, 

Our stocks are worth in vahie ; 
But neither lie in goods or lands 

Or money, let me tell you. 
Yet though our foreign trade is lost, 

Of mighty wealth we va|)or, 
When all the riches that we boast 

Consist of scraps of pajier." 

Guy operated shrewdly, and when the "South Sea Bubble," 
as it was called, burst, in 1720, and thousands of families in 
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Englaud were irapoverisLed, he was witliout the Avorthless 
bonds, and the possessor of immense wealth. He was then 
nearly seventy-seven years of age, and felt that it was high 
time for Mm to set about the final disposition of his entire 
estate. He had no near kinsfolk, and it was to be mostly 
devoted to some public object. He had already been a liberal 
contributor to the funds of St. Thomas's Hospital, situated 
within the area of the old manor of Southwark, and which 
was founded in 1213. In 1707, he caused one of its buildings 
to be erected at his sole expense ; and he was one of its gov- 
ernors for many years. He was disposed to give all of his 
property to that institution, for the enlargement of its means 
for usefulness, but his friends persuaded him to found a new 
hospital. He purchased from the governors of St. Thomas's 
the lease of a lot for nine hundred and ninety-nine years ; and 
in 1721 he caused the old buildings that occupied a portion 
of it to be removed. In the following spring the foundations 
for a hospital were laid ; and at the time of his death, at the 
middle of December, 1724, the building was roofed. It was 
soon afterward completed, and the entire cost of erection was 
ninety-four thousand dollars of our decimal currency. By his 
will lie left, as an endowment for it, almost one million one 
hundred thousand dollars, making his whole gift for that 
institution almost twelve hundred thousand dollars. He 
also built an alms-house at Tamworth, in Staftbrdshire, for 
fourteen men and women ; and he bequeathed to it a little 
over six hundred dollars a year. He also left an annuity 
of two thousand dollars to Christ's Hospital in London. 
Thomas Guy gave for cliaritable purposes more money 
than any private individual in the kingdom had ever done 
before; and he left to his few and remote relatives four 
hundred thousand dollars. 

6 
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Our picture represents the entrance to Guy's Hospital 
from tlie quadrangle on its front, in the center of which 




Guy's HospiTiL. 

is a bronze statue of its Founder, by Scheemaker. The 
front panel of the pedestal bears the folloAving inscription : 

THO^IAS GUY, 

Sole Founder of this Hospital 
IN HIS Lifetime. 
A. D. M DCC XXL 
On the west side of the pedestal is a representation, in low 
relief, of the scene of the Good Samaritan. On the south 
side is another, of Guy's arms ; and on the east side is still 
another, representing our Saviour healing the impotent man. 
From the time of his visit to the Hospital founded by 
his kinsman, Mr. Vassar dates his I'esolution to devote a large 
portion of his own fortune, "in his lifetime,'' to some benevo- 
lent purpose ; and that of an asylum for the sick, to be 
established in the village in which he had accumulated his 
wealth, at once assumed a definite shape. He visited Guy's 
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Hospital frequently Avhile lie vemaiued in London. He made 
himself familiar with its histoiy, construction, equipment, and 
operations; and brought home with him much information, in 
the form of drawings and notes, for his guidance in his own 
plan of benevolence. And ^vhen he left his wife and Mr. 
Swan in London and traveled alone into Norfolk, to visit his 
birthplace, liis thoughts were much occupied in the contem- 
plation of the noble idea of becoming a benefactor of his race. 
That visit to his birthplace Avas a most interesting circum- 
stance- in the life of Mr. Vassar. lie traveled from London to 
Norwich by railway, and from that old city to East Dereham 
in a private carriage. The LEomestead had often been a 
subject of his day-dreams when memory transported him 
back to childhood. The cottage, the pel^bly pond, the gate, 
the stately trees, the meadows, the cultivated fields, and the 
gentle bills, were in those visions; and AA'hen he returned, 
after an absence of fifty years, they were all there ! The 
pond seemed less, and the hills not so lofty, nor the 
cottage so high and long, as each appeared to his young 
eyes, and in the " pictures on memory's wall ;" but a grand 
old hollow tree — hollow and dying when he left — was still 
there, and seemina: as hu2;e and trrand as in his childhood. 
But it was now without leaf or acorn, and was clad only 
in the verdure of a luxuriant parasite. It seemed as if it 
might have been the study of Spenser when he wrote, — 

"A liiige oiiU, dry and doiul. 
Still clad with rfruiues (if its trtipliies old. 
Lifting to Iioaven its aj?ed, hoary liead ; 
Whose foot on oarth hath got hut feehle hold. 
And, lialf disl)0\vi.'lc'd, stands above the groiind 
Witli wreathed roots and naked ai'nis." 

It was at the beginning of July, and scenes of the hay- 
makino- season, about which Ilerrick and others of the elder 
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poets of England delighted to ^vrite, and which had been 
deeply impressed upon the pilgrim's young mind, were now 
reproduced and gave him great delight. "At that season," 
says Thomas Miller the Basket Maker, in one of his exquisite 
sketches of i-ural life in Eno-laud, " silence reis'ns in the vil- 
lages. If you knock at fifty doors you are likely to receive no 
answer, for old and young are in the fields ; even the ' wee 
things ' toddle along the smooth-shaven green, or roll happily 
among the windrows. First is the stout mower ; he rises 
early in the morning, and long before the heat of the day 
comes on, he has leveled many a beautiful flower and healing 
herb to the earth. You hear him shar^^ening his scythe long- 
before you can see him — the clear ' rasp, rasp,' rings far and 
wide over the valleys. Then you catch a glimpse of his white 
shh-t-sleeves throusrh some vista in the hedo-e, movin.q; like the 

) 

pendulum of a clock or the wings of a bird — you cannot dis- 
tino-uisli clearly for the mists. At leuo;tb you near him. 
AYhat havoc has he made ! what fair dauo-hters of the field 
has he prostrated ! what hidden homes has he laid bare ! — 
haunts of the bird and field-mouse — unroofinir the snuo- 
dwelling, and leaving their little ones exposed to the covetous 

glances of the nesting boys Where will you 

find happier faces than in the hay-field ? The farmer is there, 
moving like a father amongst his children, smiling occasion- 
ally at the innocent jest, or prophesying the ^vedding-day 
between Jane and John, who are following each other with 
the rake and fork. Then there is all the villao-e o-ossip — what 
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hours it takes telling! And thei'e is the Ijlushino- damsel 
with her gown thrown oft; and strii)ped to the stays, showing 
all the symmetry of her fine figure while raking round the 
haycock which her lover has reared, forgetful of the heat and 
labor in the eujoyinent of his conversation. How proud he 
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also seems who is mounted on the top of the wagon to arrange 
the load ! — but still prouder he who forms the hay-stack in 
the farmyard ! He will boast of its roundness, tirmne'^s, and 
regularity for many a night over his ale, and appeal to the 
old men, who, instead of ans^wering him, will enter into a 
long narrative of the large stacks which they had formed 

when young men There is a charm in 

scenes like these — a something that rushes upon the heart 
like the joyousness of boyhood — happiness felt, not seen." 

London is less populous in July than in any other 
month, for its denizens have then Hed from its heat to the 
cooler air of the mountains or the seashore. When ]Mr. 
Vassar returned from his little excursion, he and his com- 
panions followed the universal example, and departed for 
the coast of the Irish Sea. They passed by railway 
throu2;h the rich midland counties of Ens-land, to the 
immense manufacturing and commercial city of Manchester, 
on the Irwell, where thej remained a few days, and then 
journej^ed to Liverpool, on the j\Iersey, the chief sea-port 
of Encrland. In each of these immense marts of business 
they spent time in observation most pleasantly and profit- 
ably. The great cotton manufactories of the foi-mer city, 
with their forty thousand operatives ; and the maguiticeut 
docks of the lattei", whose commercial marine is inferior 
only to that of New Yoik, are among the wonders of the 
modern woi'ld. 

When these, and scores of other objects of interest, had 
been seen in Liveri)ool, and in the ship-building borough 
of Birkenhead o])]wsite, and there were no more novelties 
to excite our travelers, they crossed St. George's Channel 
in a steamer to Dublin — the Eblama of Ptolemy — the Bally- 
ath-Cliath of the ancient Celts and Milesians. There they 
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remained several clays, occupying every hour of dayliglit 
iu seeing all that was attractive to the eye, and hearing 
all that was agreeable to the ear, in that fine city — looking 
upon its Castle on the hill; its institutions of learning; 
its public squares, with their columns and statues; its fine 
churches, with their paintings and decorations; its convents, 
asylums, hosj^itals, and zoological garden ; its nine superb 
bridges that span the estuary on which the town is built, 
and the beautiful environs of that oldest city in Ireland. 
They extended one of their rides to Maynooth, on the 
Eoyal Canal, fifteen miles from Dublin, which is the seat 
of the College of St. Patrick, founded by act of Parliament 
for the education of Roman Catholics for the priesthood, 
and about which, concerning a repeal of the grant or the 
annual appropriations for its support, there were warm 
debates in the National Le2;islature for many ^-ears. 

When Dublin was well studied, our travelers journeyed 
northward to Belfast, in the picturesque county of x\ntrim, 
where a little time was pleasantly spent; and then they 
crossed that interestincv shire to the sea-coast, on the northern 
exti'eraity of Ireland, to view the Giants' Causeway, that great 
basaltic wonder, that stretches along the borders of the ocean 
for eight miles, between the promontories of Bengore and 
Fairhead. They passed several days iu that vicinity, and then 
crossing the North Channel in a steam-packet, voyaged iip 
the Frith of Clyde to the City of Glasgow, Avhose foundations 
were laid seven centuries before. They went into its piincipal 
manufactories, ship-yards, and public buildings; its Green; 
its Kelvin Grove, which the pen of Burns immortalized ; saw 
its monuments and statues; explored the Uuivei'sity (with 
its thousand students and its forty thousand volumes) 
founded by Pope Nicholas the Fifth, four hundred years ago, 
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aiul above whose turrets rises tlie lightning-rod })laced thei'e 
by Dr. Franklin, 1772; and tliey listened to the solemn 
pealing of the organ in the Cathedral of St. ]Mungo, whose 
foundation-stones were laid when good David the First was 
kino; of Scotland. Out in the suburbs and the surround- 
ing country they wandered, and rested in their weariness 
upon the gray stones of the famous wall built by the Ro- 
mans, from the Fi'ith of Clyde to the Frith of Forth, Avhen 
they were vainly attempting to subjugate the naked Cale- 
donians. Then the travelers went down to Ayr — 

" AulJ Ayr, "wliain ne'er a town surpasses 
In honest men and bonnie lasses ;" 

and strolled along the 

— "banks and braes o' bonnie Doon,"' 

not far distant, and around 

'■ ]5y Alloway's anlil h.aunted kirk," 

standing stark and roofless by the road-side between Ayr 
and Maybole, where Tam O' Shanter, 

"A blethering, blustering, drunken hlelhiin," 

had the strange vision of 

"Warlocks and witches in a dance." 

But most interesting of all was their visit to the birthplace 
of Burns, a long, low, and neat thatched cottage, with two 
windows and four doors in its front, situated on a pretty spot 
about two miles from Ayr. Near there, Burns's sister Isabella 
(Mrs. Beggs), who was one of a merry dancing-party on a 
July race-night, in 178-2, was yet living, Avith her daughter. 
She was a kind-hearted, cheerful old lady, with whom our 
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travelers spent several hours. They ^tent to her house, as 
other strangers had done, Avithout even a letter of introduc- 
tion ; but the genial sunshine of Mr. Vassar's nature was so 
sympathetic with her owii that one would have supposed 
that they were old friends, they were so chatty. The 
party left the venerable sister of the poet laden with flowers 
and delighted with cheerful good-bys ; and Mr. Vassar brought 
home with him, as a choice memento of his visit, a fac-simile 
of the manuscript of Burns's " Cotter's Saturday Xight," 
presented to liim by Mrs. Beggs. 

After spending some time among the Lakes and High- 
lands of Scotland, Mr. Yassar and his little party made 
their -svay across the country to Stirling, where they 
visited the old castle in which the ancient Scotch kino-g 
dwelt and held high court. There they saw other remains 
of the Roman wall ; and they visited the field of the 
famous battle of Bannockburn near by. Then they went 
down the Fjith of Forth to Edinburgh, and in that city 
and its vicinity they tarried a week in visiting historical 
places, and literary and benevolent institutions. 

Grandly picturesque is that old city of Edinburgh among 
the hills, and rich in incidents of Scottish history. Xot one 
of its interesting localities escaped the eyes of our travelers, 
from the quaint dwelling of John Knox the Reformer, on 
High Street, or the trial-room of Jeanie Deans, to the lofty 
eminences that overlook the town. They climbed three 
hundred feet above the Forth to the Castle on a rock, and 
were rewarded by the sight of its vast armory ; " Mons Meg," 
the huge Flemish cannon, wrought of bars and hoops of iron ; 
and the regalia of the kings of Scotland— crown, scepter, 
sword, and wand. They climbed more than eight hundred 
feet above the Foith to Arthur's Seat, and \vere rewarded by 
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the sight of one of the most charming mul picturesque pano- 
ramas in the world. They visited Holyrood Pahice, wherein 
the monarchs of Scotland held Court when it was a king- 
dom, and which was made famous by the deeds and mis- 
deeds within its walls of the beautiful Queen Mary. 

From Edinburgh Mr. Vassar and his companions tra- 
veled in a coach to Ahbottsford on the Tweed, the very 
name of which awakens a sense of all that is romantic in 
Scottish history, tradition, and song; tor it was there that 
AValter Scott, the " Wizard of the Xorth," for a long time 
waved his pen-wand and summoned legions of charactei's, 
strange and familiar, noble and ignoble, ugly and beau- 
tiful, from all the past of his beloved Scotia, to charm the 
world of his own time and of all the future. 

After visiting the abbeys of Dryburgh, Melrose, and 
Jedburgh, in the neighborhood of Abbottsford, the travelers 
crossed the Cheviot Hills on the border and were aijain in 
England. They journeyed leisurely to Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, and after exploring the vast coal-mines in its 
vicinity, sometimes more than a thousand feet from the 
daylight, and visiting the finest Norman castle in all 
England, built there by Robert, son of William the Con- 
queror, they went to London, where they remained about 
three weeks. There they engaged an accomplished courier 
for a tour on the Continent, and crossed the southern 
borders of the North Sea to Antwerp, on the Scheldt, in 
Belgium, once the commercial center of Europe. Its 
citadel, built by the Duke of Alva tlnve hundred years 
ago, suunuous to the student of history the terj-ible picture 
of that o'reat sie'>-e, which the i)en of ]\Iotle\' has descriljed 
SO picturesquely. Its inunense fortifications, its superb 
cathedral, its great docks at which a thousand ships may 
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be moored, its gallery of paintiiiiz-. it^ l)otaiiical garden, and 
its maniifactories, detained our travelers a few days. Tliey 
made a short day's journey to Briii^els. the beautiful capi- 
tal of Belgium, so remarkable for the uunilier and archi- 
tecture of its ancient buildiugs, among which is the palace 
of the Prince of Orange. A lide of ten miles southward 
took them to the village of Waterloo, near which ^vas 
f<:>UL;ht the decisive battle which crushed the power and 
overthrew the yonno- dynasty of Xa2)oleon the First. 

Eeturniu2" to Bru-sels. Mr. Vassar and his companions 
traveled eastward to the old walled town of Cologne, on 
the Rhine, the capital of Ehenish Prussia, and remarkable 
as containing the finest cathedral in the world. From 
that city they went up that famous river. -toppiuL;- at 
many places by the way. They were chanued, at tirst, 
by the sweet rural beauties alontr its liorder-. and the 
vineyards that clothed the gentle hills: and then by the 
grand and picturesque scenery among the mountain-, from 
Bonn ti> Bingen. where ca>tles in ruins and castles 
restored, as well as great vineyards, are most abundant. 
They spent a few day^ at the celebrated waterinL^-places 
of Wei<baden and Baden-Baden : and a longer time at the 
free German city of Frankfort-ou-the-Main, who>e pul)lic 
squares, and promenades, and sul)url)S are not surpa-sed 
in beaut}' by any city in Europe. 

From Frankfort our little party journeyed >outhward 
to Basle, on the upper Rhine, ju-t \vithin the border^ 
of Switzerland: a picturesque and iutere-tino- town, 
founded in the f.uith century, and taiiiou,. at ><ne rime. 
a.- the rno-t jwwerful city in Helvetia. Around it dus- 
ter many histwiic a~-oriatlnn-. ancient and nu-dern : 
and it i- sanctitied in the estimation ..f -ch .lars bv the 
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tomb of Emsnins, who died there in l.j;')G, and was 
buried in the old Koidhii Fort Basilia. 

A short joiu'iiey from Basle ])lace(l the traveleis in 
Lucerne, on the Reuss, a hio-hly picturesque town, inclosed 
by walls and watch-to\\ers, and lying close Ijy the beau- 
tiful ci-uciforni lake of the same name. U])on the waters 
of that lake they made delightful excursions ; and at 
Kilssnacht, on its northern border, they sat in the c-liapel 
of William Tell, that stands near the spot where that 
glorious Swiss patriot, as tradition tells u<, leaped from 
" his boat and ended the career of Gessler, the oppressor of 
his country. Bryant has said : — 

'■ Cli.iins uiiiy >ubtliie tliu teelile siiirit. but tine. 

TELr.. of the imii bt-.-U't. they cimlil imt tainel 
Foi' tliou wert ot' the iiiKUiitaiiis : thoy in-nchiiiu 
Tbe everiastiiig Creeil <if Liberty. "' 

"When they departed from Lucei'ne they still kept a 
southward coui'se, for it was Autumn, and the air was 
becominof cold amoncr the mountains. They crossed the 
Lepontine Alps, at the St. Gothard Pass, nearly seven 
thousand feet above the Gulf of A'enice, and descended 
into warm and beautiful Lombardy, to Milan, passing <m 
the way the colossal statue of St. Borromeo, at Arona, 
on the borders of the beautiful Lake Maggiore. They 
had seen the spires of the ujagnificent cathedral while far 
a\vay, rising from the center of the great city, which was 
famous as the chief town of Cisalpine Gaul centuries 
l)efore the birth of Christ. The travelers spent several 
davs among its wonders : the grand cathedral, with its 
four thousand four hundred .statues; the immense hospital, 
founded by Sforza ; Da Vinci's Last Supper, which he 
frescoed in the refectorv of the old Dominican Convent; 



52 VASSAK COLLEGE 

the public library, with its one hundred aud ninety thou- 
sand volumes; and a hundred other objects, ancient and 
modern, which there delight the eye and elevate the taste. 

From Milan the party traveled by post to Genoa, a 
city so full of magnificence, bright and taded, that it is 
called " the superb." Its legendary history is older than 
the foundations of Rome; and its true story, running 
through lono; centuries, is almost as interesting as that of 
the capital of the Cfesars. Standing in the midst of its 
splendid architecture and its wealth of statuary ; or 
looking up from its harbor, and seeing the city with its 
palaces and churches, and gardens and promenades rising 
like an am])hitheater, with the bald summits of the Apen- 
nines and the icy peaks of the Alps towering grandly 
jjehind it, the beholder sympathizes with the Italian when 
he speaks of it as la Suj>erha. Its attractive objects were 
diligently sought for by the travelers, and the most inter- 
esting of them all for intelligent Americans — the birth- 
place of Columbus — was visited with the greatest satisfac- 
tion. 

After tarrying a few days in Genoa, the travelers went 
by steamer to Leghorn, the principal seaport of Tuscany, 
on the MediteiTanean, which had lona: been famous for its 
manufactoi-ies of silk and straw. They journeyed into the 
interior to the walled town of Pisa, on the Arno. There 
they remained long enough to visit its attractions, such as 
the Campanile and the Leaning Tower; the Cemetery, ^vith 
its huge mound of earth from Palestine ; the Cathedral, built 
of pui'e mai'l)le, with magnificent doors of bronze and 
elegant cohunns from Greece; the richly adoi'ued churches; 
the Ducal Palace and other pnblic buildings; and its 
numerous \vorks by the hands of painters and sculptors. 
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From Pisa they went up the Arno to Floi'ence, at the 
foot of the Apennine mountains, which for generations has 
been the Mecca of the artist and scholar of all lauds. It 
is peerless in its nativity record of really great men. 
There some of the brightest oi'bs in the galaxy of human 
genius arose upon the Avorld. The poets Dante, Petrarch, 
Boccaccio, and Filicaja; the sculptor and painter Michael 
Angelo ; the medalist, engraver, sculptor, nuisieian, and 
soldier, Benvenuto Cellini ; the statesmen and historians, 
Macchiavelli and Guicciardini ; the astronomer Galileo ; 
the painter Leonardo da Vinci ; the discoverer of our own 
continent, Americus Vespucius ; the great merchant, states- 
man, and benefactor, Cosmo de Medici, on whose tomb are 
the words applied to our beloved Washington : " Father 
of his Country" — and his greater grandson, Lorenzo the 
Magnificent, were all born there. The tombs of most of 
them the travelers saw in the Church of Sante Croce — the 
Valhalla or the Westminster Abbey of Tuscany ; and 
their statues and monuments ai-e everywhere in Florence. 
" You cannot stroll fifty yards," says DTsraeli — " you 
cannot enter a church or a palace, without being favorably 
reminded of the power of human thought. In Florence, 
the monuments are not only of great men, but of the 
greatest. You do not gaze upon- the tomb of an author 
who is merely a great master of composition, but of one 
who foruaed the language. The illustrious astronomer is 
not the discoverer of a planet, but the revealer of the 
whole celestial machinery. The artists and the politicians 
are not merely the first sculptors and .statesmen of their 
time, but the inventors of the very art and the very craft 
in which they excelled." 

A simple catalogue of objects of interest in Florence 
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would fill many pages. The travelers looked iipou all 
tLat were most remarkable, and then, returnino- to Lea:- 
Lorn, they went down the coast to Civita Veccliia, the 
chief sea-port of the Papal States. From that city they 
journeyed toward Rome, and on a beautitul afternoon they 
crossed the solitary Campagna, a great plain around it, 
strewn Avith the sad evidences of ancient splendor : — 

■• The Cliainpaiiin, with it* endless rieeee 

0( feathery gi-a<~e-; everywliere 1 

Silence and passion, juv and peace — 

An everlasting wa^li of air — 
Home's gliost since her decease." 

Rome ! The greatest wonder in man's temporal history ! 
Xo matter whether it is Truth or Fiction that tells you 
that a she-wolf gave sustenance to its founders. There it 
was, a thriving village, seven centui'ies Ijefore the Incarna- 
tion ; there it was, the magnificient capital of the known 
world, at the Advent; there it is, a mighty ruin — a 
shriveled empire, just now fading out of sight as a 
sovereignty. It is yet filled with woudei'S ; and what all 
travelers see in Rome our travelers saw, for they wei'e 
diligent through every waking hour in exploring the 
present possessions of that once Misti'ess of the World 
now seated among the nations in comparative scpialor, Avith 
aspect sad and desolate. Her gorgeous decoratit)ns of 
modern churches and palaces seem unljecoming, for they 
make her real wretchedness appear more forbidding. iVnd 
yet the curious and the learned sit with delio-ht in her 
lap, admiring even her scars and wrinkles, because of the 
glorious associations which cluster around them ; and they 
listen with enchanted ears to her marvelous stories of 
buried centuries with which her lono- and eventful life 
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Las been lamiliar. It was Avitli reluctance that our 
travelers turned awnj from Iiei-, after lingering in her 
presence for weeks, for they had not yet felt the least 
satiety. 

An incident illustrative of Mr. Vassar's indisposition 
for mere display occurred just before they left Rome. He 
purchased tVom different artists several statuettes, of 
various sizes, that gratified his taste. They were paid for 
and prepared for shipment, when he reflected that his 
modest liome in Poughkeepsie was not an a];)propriate 
place for such woi-ks of ai't, and that tliey might be 
regarded by his fellow-townsmen as an ostentatious 
display of his wealth. There was no public place in the 
village in -svhich they might liave been a]ipropriately 
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placed; so he left them in Italy, content to bring home 
some plain curiosities as mementoes of his visit to the 
crumblinsr Coliseum, or some other relic of the ancient 
city. 

From Rome the travelers went to Xaples— the Parthenope 
of the Greeks, who founded it. Sweetly it rei)Oses in the 
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most delicious climate, and on the borders of a hay that has 
no peer in extent and beauty. It has a stirring history since 
A'irgil studied there and was buried in its suburbs ; for the 
Emperors Adrian and Constantine made it their occasional 
residence ; and Belisarius sacked it ; and emperors of Germany 
and of Spain trod its streets as its mastej'S by the fortunes 
of war ; and earthquakes and its restless neighbor Vesuvius 
have rent and scarred it. How marvelous its neighbor- 
hood, where Pompeii and Herculaneum were for centuries 
hidden from the knowledge of man by the ashes that fell 
and the lava that flowed from lofty Vesuvius, before the 
wondering eyes of Pliny. That volcano was moderately 
active when our travelers w^ere there, and climbed its 
black slopes. Before the writer is a j^iece of lava which 
Mr. Vassar dr'ew from the fiery stream with a rude stat^', 
and in it embedded an Italian coppei' coin. 

When Naples and its near and remote environs had been 
explored, the travelers went to the Neapolitan island of 
Capri — delightful Capri — where Augustus sought health, and 
Tiberius, with his dozen villas and convivial friends, passed the 
evening of his days. They also went to Ischia, and enjoyed 
the luxury of the Sulphur Springs of Cassameccia, and the 
wines made from the delicious grapes of the island. Then 
they voyaged back to Genoa, and journeyed westward along 
the shores of the Mediteri-anean Sea, through Nice and Toulon 
to Marseilles, which Ph(jenician navigators founded almost 
as early as the beginning of Pome. There the)- remained a 
week, and then went uorthwai'd to Lyons, on the Phone, the 
second city in France in population and commercial impor- 
tance. History has nuich to say about it. It was the ca]ntal 
of Celtic Gaul before the Christian era ; kings of Burgundy 
dwelt there; and within its bordei-s three Ponuui emperors 
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were l)()m. The faiiK! of its silk nuumfuctones is uni- 
versal: and among its looms and other industrial imple- 
ments of the great eity our travelers spent a week. 

From Lyons they went u]) to (Jeneva, in Switzerland, 
the "nurseiy of hei'esy," as CJnirles tlui Ninth called it, 
wh(!re Rousseau the free-thinker was horn, and has been 
honoriid with a statue ; and wliei'e Calvin thundered his 
anathemas alike against free-thinkers, tlie Papal hierarchy, 
and Servetus the Unitarian. Tliey enjoyed the invigorating 
air and ennohling scenery in that <lelightful region, and 
wondered how, in such an atmosphere, Calvin could have 
consented to the slaughter of Servetus for " hlasphemy 
and lieresy,'' or founded the famous school of terrifving 
theologians. Calvin said, "Time is, for mati, the ante- 
chaml)er of hell or heaven; mark it well." From (xeneva, 
^\•here he uttered the thought, a hundi'ed thousand time- 
markers ai'e sent out to the Avorld (^ery year in the form 
of ex(|uisitely Avrought Avatches, that men may ohe}' the 
solemn injxmction of the great Reformer. 

Still northward our travelers journeyed Avhen they left 
(leueva, and again crossing the border into France, they 
made their Avay to Chalons, famous as the place where the 
hulls of excommxmication, hurled hy the Popes against 
Henry the Fouitli of France, Avere puhlicly burnt. Thence 
they traveled by diliyence to Paris, -wlilch st)me sagacious 
Englishman has declared to be the American's ideal of 
heaven. Thei'e they remained about thi'ee weeks, seeing 
all that was most renuu'kable, and hearing all that was 
most delightful. Then thev traveled by post to Havre, 
crossed the channel to Dovei', and at near nudwiuter found 
themselvt's again iu Loudon. Altiiough not a third of 
the period allotted for their absence had expired, arrange- 
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ments were now made for a siieedy return to America. 
Mrs. Vassar, wlio was very domestic in her tastes and 
iialjits, was yearning for the quiet and rest of lier o-wn 
home, for she Avas thorono-hh" -weai-y of travel, and satiated 
l)y sight-seeing. So, after fancying about three Aveeks in 
London, industriously seeking and obtaining knoAvledge of 
much that is profitable to be knoAAm, they went to Li\-er- 
pool and emljarked for XeAV York, Avhere they aiiived 
late in February. 

During his travels abroad, Mr. Yassar had talked 
much about the dis^DOsition of a lai'ge part of his fortune 
in a Avay that should best j^i'omote the general A\-elfare 
of society, especially the community in -which he had lived 
for more than half a century. He and his com2)anions 
had fi'equent discussions as to the best method of accom- 
plishing the desired result. An asylum for the afflicted ; 
a school for the free academic education of the Avorthy 
poor ; and an institution deA'oted exclusiA-ely to the 
education of girls, Avere objects AA'hich then and at different 
times afterAvard presented themselves for his consideration. 
The founding of a hospital aftei' the plan of Guy's Avas a 
faA'oi'ite desire of his heart, Vjut cii'cumstauces caused 
another object not less important to engage his attention, 
and, for a time, to AA^eaken his determination to establish 
in Poughkeepsie an asylum for the sick and infirm. A 
daughter of his sister Maria, Miss L}-dia Booth, had for 
some A'ears held a prominent place among the tliorough 
educators of girls in the village, and her school Avas alAva\s 
filled Avith the children of the best kno\vn citizens. Her 
apartments became too limited for herself and jnipils, 
and Mr. Yassar 2)urchased for her use a dAvellinij; on 
Garden Street, on the northern vero-e of the town. It Avas 
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quite a spacious building, Avitli ample grounds around it. 
It had once belonged to one of the Livingston family, 
and its roof had accjuired a little local fame as the shelter 
of the exiled Bourbon 'of the Orleans line, Louis Philippe, 
after-ward king of France, avIio ^vas accompanied by Prince 
Talleyrand, the peerless diplomat, and political Vicar of 
Bray. It was situated u])on an elevated knoll, overlook- 
ing much of the village and the surrounding country; and 
there ]\Iiss Booth established the Cottage Hill Seminary^ 
Avhich is now, with the same title, the more extensive 
Church school for young Avomen, of -which the Rev. George 
T. Rider is Rector and ])roprietor. 

]Mr. Yassar took a lively interest in his niece's semi- 
na-ry. He A-isited it fi-equently, and listened Avith satisfaction 
to Miss Booth's sus^o-estions, that he mio-ht be a substantial 
benefactor by ajipropriating a part of his Avealth for the 
founding of an institution for tlie education of her sex, 
Avhich should be of a higher order than any then existing. 
The suggestion made a deep impression on his mind, and 
Avhen, a feAV years afterward, it Avas again j^resented to him 
for consideration by another, supported l>y cogent reasons, 
his judgment I'eadily yielded, and a most salutary result 
folloAved. 

It Avas seA^eral years after jMr. Vassar's return fi'om 
Europe before he decided upon the object of his intended 
T)enevolent action. Business again occupied much of his 
thoughts and time, and the revolving Avheels of his daily 
life Avere soon running in their accustomed ruts of routine, 
blatters of ])ublic conceni to the conununity of Avhich he 
AA*as a jiart, claimed his attenticni and active co-operation. 
He AA'as called to the presidency of the Board of Trustees 
of the A-illage; and at length, Avhen it Avas determined by 
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some of the citizens to establish a public cemetery near 
the toAvn, Mr. Vassar was one of the most zealous pro- 
moters of the enterprise. He Avas chainnan of a comuut- 
tee appointed at a jxiblic meeting to select suitable 
grounds for that pm-pose. Many places M'ere examined, 
and the Conuuittee finally reported in favor of a pic- 
turesque portion of a farm, of about fifty acres in extent, 
lyiuo- three-fourths of a mile south from the Court-IIouse. 
Much of it was in a state of natural rudeness. Wooded 
knolls arose above tangled hollows. Springs gushed out 
from ooz^' little hill-sides, and formed livulets that, 

" "R'antun and wild, tlirough many a gi-eeii ravine 
Beneath the foi-est flowed." 

A quaint old farm-house stood near a fine spi'ing, antl 
close l)y it Avas a Dutch liarn. The aspect of these Avas 
consonant AAith the rude surroundings ; and to utilitarians, 
Avho measure A'alue by the scale of pecuniary profit, the 
domain Avas an unattractive, idle Avild. But the Committee 
saAv in that topographical rudeness the suljstantial ele- 
ments out of AA'hich a most l^eautiful landscape might be 
fashioned by the hand of Taste — a place for the repose of 
mortality that might so charm tlie senses of the livino- 
that the aspect of the Angel of Death Avould not disturb 
the soul of the contemplative Christian Avithin its borders, 
but lead him to feel, Avith Younsr, that 



"Death is tlie crown of life. 
AVere death denied, jiooi- man wonld live in vain. 
I)eath wdnnds to cui-e : we fall; we rise; we reii^n ! 
Siirini; from our fetters; fasten in the skies; 
\\ here hlooming Eden withers in onr sii;ht. 
Death gives us more than wa^ in Eden lost. 
This King of Terrors is the Prince of Peace " 
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Tlie Committee uvged tlie citizens to piu'cliase the 
grounds tliey had selectech But there Avas liesitation. 
There Avas dehxA' in the organization of a Cemetery Ass(j- 
ciation. Other parties Avere hargaining for tlie ground. 
It might he sohl, and the only spot that then seemed to 
be a suitable one for a cemetery Avould he lost to the 
citizens. To secure it for that piu'posc, Mr. Yassar, acting 
upon the impulses of his own judgment, and at the solici- 
tation of his associates (James BoAvne and Egbert B. 
Killey),- pxn-chased the property for the sum of eight 
thousand dollars. lie held it for several months, Avaiting 
for the citizens to decide Avhether it should l)e used for 
a cemetery. He oftered to sell it for that pur2)ose at the 
price he had paid for it, and to take shares in the stock 
of the proposed association to the amount of one thousand 
dollars. 




Speixgside in 1S.51. 



In the mean time, ]Mr. A^assar had conmienced improve- 
ments of the property in a manner suitalile for a cemetery 
or the pleasure-grounds of a private residence. Because 
of tlu; numerous fountains that ^xeve bubliling up here 
and there, he named the i)lace Springside. The late A. J. 
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Downing, the eminent niral arcliitect and landscape-uar- 
tlener, Avas called to explore it, snggest a plan of avenues 
for Avalkn and drives, and a design for a portal and 
porter's lodge. William C. Jones, an Engineer of the Hud- 
son River Railroad Company, made a correct topogra])h- 
ical map of it for ]Mr. A'assar. Laborers Avere cm[)loyed 
in the ruder task of preparing the grounds for tlie more 
skillful -workmen who, in time, "wrouglit out tliat heau- 
tiful creation of Nature and Art, the Si)ringside of to-day. 
The Cemetery Association Avas formed, l)nt other 
grounds, not far distant, lying on the l)ank of the Hudson 
Eiver, were purchased for its use, and ]Mr. Yassar deter- 
mined to make Sjiringside a place of delight for himself, 
his friends, and his fellow-citizens. From the designs of 
Mr. DoAvning, a jjorter's lodge, a cottage, barn, carriage- 
house, ice-house and daii'v-i'oom, granai'y, an aviary for 
Avild and domestic foAvls, an a2)iaiy, a spacious conserva- 
tory and neat gardeners cottage, and a log cabin on the 
more jarosaic poi'tions of the domain, Avhere meadoAVS and 
fields of grain may be seen, Avere erected. The primitive 
forest-trees on the knolls Avei-e left to groAV on, imtouched ; 
the hollo^vs and raA'ines Avere transformed into l:)eautiful 
narroAA^ paths or broad road-A\a}'s ; a deer-park Avas laid 
out and peopled Avith tenants from the Avoods; jets d'eau 
and little liolloAVS filled Avith sparkling Avaters Avere 
formed ; and in the course of years moi'e than < )ue hundred 
thousand dollars Avere added to the first cost of the then 
almost ])rofitless acres. Visitors agree that those acres, 
beautified and cultivated, are not siu'j)assed by any spot 
in our country, of e(pial area, in variet}' of surtace, pleasant 
vieAVS and vistas, near and remote, and picturesque eft'ects 
everyAvhei'e. 
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Let US go in and look at the pictures from every jioint 
of vision. Suppose it to he a liriglit day in blossoming 
!May, or leafy June, or when the I'ipening Avarnith of the 
months of the Lion or the - Virgin prevails,- or one of the 
delicious Ember-days, before the herald hoar-frosts have 
announced the near approach of Winter. Sup})ose it to 
l)e at the "Artists' hour" of the day, "when every object 
casts a lono; shadow in the level ravs of the decliniuo- sun, 
and the forms and lines of natui'e ap])ear most distinct 
and beautiful. And let us take 'with us the to])ographical 
map on page (32, whose reference figures ai-e indices 
to the names and places of objects to l)e seen Avithin 
the domain. 

We are now on a pul)lic avenue leading soutli from 
the city, and on the summit of the hill that o^'erlooks the 
out\vard jooi-tions of Springside. On our right, nestled at 
the foot of the sunny slope of tliat hill, is '' Woodside," 
the residence of G. C. Burnap, Avith its tine stone mansion, 
and fruitful vineyard, and elegant lawn of richest and 
softest verdiue ; and a little beyond are the meadows and 
groves of a poi-tion of Linlithgow, the estate of the late 
Colonel Henry A. Livingston. On our left and opposite 
is a grassy bank supported by a cut-stone -wall, fringed 
along its top Avith a trimmed hedge of Arlior Vit* 
{Thvja occidentalis), or Flat Cedar shrubs. These mark 
the line of Springside along the public highAvay. T^ventA' 
miles before us Ave see the l)lue lines of the Hudson 
Highlands and the Fisli Kil Mountains, Avitli a rich farmin-.- 
country in the fore and middle groiuids; and a little to 
tlie right Ave haA'e glimpses of the river, and tlie ])ic- 
turescpie country on its Avestern bortlers. Nearer rise the 
lugged crags of Mine Point, covered Avitli the thu'k spruce. 
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the ligliter cedar, and deciduoiis trees of great A'ariety, at 
the foot of Avhioh Eohert Juet, the journalist of some of 
Hudson's voyages, says the navigator Landed, and com- 
muned by signs Avith the a-wed Indians. And nearer 
still are seen the grounds, in sweet repose, and the monu- 
ments and shi-uhhery, of the Eural Cemetery 
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We ai-e no"\\' at the foot of the hill, and hei'e is the 
i50uth entrance to Springside (1), Avith the Porter's Lodge 
on the right. How ])leasant is this hroad, gravelly road, 
leadino' to the riffht into the most "welcome shades ! Let 
tis turn from it for a feAV minutes and follow this little 
])ath to the left, tip to the head of the gotu'd-shaped lake- 

9 
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let near tlie Lodge, in tlie niidille of wMcli you see, em- 
bowered in evergreens, the breediuo--bouse ot" the water- 
fowl that inhabit it. This is a cool retreat at the foot of 
Maple Hill (2), fi-om Avhicli we may observe tlie visitors 
that ride or stroll in at this hour, from the higln^-ay. 
What a delicious breeze ! 

" All the green herbs 
Are stirring in its breath : a thousand tiowers. 
By the roadsides and borders of the brook, 
jSTod gayly to each other ; glossy leaves 
Are twintling in the snn, as if the dew- 
Were on them yet; and silver waters break 
Into small waves, and sparkle as it comes.'' 

Let us no oiit ao;ain into the Iji'oad South Avenue. 
If we keep continually to the right, we shall pass 
every spot and object of interest, and return A\-itliout 
difficulty to our place of departiu-e. On oiu- right, as 
we leave the foot of Maple Hill, a conical knoll, covered 
mostlv "with sus^ar-trees intermintyled with the chestnut, 
beech, and a few oaks, is the Deer-park (^."i), through 
^vhich runs a clear brook frino;ed with Ion"- o-rass and 
wild flowers. It is, as you see, partly a little savanna, 
with a solitary Norway spruce tree in its center. If 
^Ye follow this brook, we shall soon i-each Hock Eoost 
(6), a rough mass of slate-rock twent)- or thirty feet 
in height, Avith a dip of foity-flve degrees, covered 
chiefly Avith oaks, and crowned l.)y a single cedar ti'ee. 
This path that leads around its Iwise diverijes here to 
the right and crosses the brook, over a rustic bridi^-e 
at the head of a pebbly duck-pond, to an etpially 
nistic cabin roofed Avith pantiles. This forms a coverino- 
for the deer, in inclement Aveather, Avhicli are kept in 
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the A^-ire-girt close adjoiniuo-. The cal)in is ovtrTsliadowed 
by a large tree, and forms a pictures(pie feature iii the 
landscape. 

We will I'eturn to Kock Roost, cross the savanna, 
made pleasant l)y the sweet odor of the moAvn grass, 
and re-enter Sonth Avenue at its jmiction Avith Locust 
(rrttve Drive and Xorth Avenue. Here is a heautiful 
little pond, reflecting the deep Idue of the sky ahove, and 
glowing with gold hshes. Look up to the left among 
the trunks and branches of tall trees and the more 
modest evergreen shrubs, and see, on the sunnnit of this 
high knoll, lioAV Aveird appear those huge upright stones, 
standing hei'e like palisades, and thei'e like solitai'}' senti- 
nels guarding some mysterioxis spot. This is called Stone- 
lienge (-1), because of its suggestiveness of those strange 
remains of the Druids foiind at a ])lace of that name 
in England. These hints serve to make us speculate a 
little on that ancient priesthood that came from the far 
East, and held supreme SAvay OA'er the minds of millions 
of the Pagan Avorld. Who knoAvs, friend, AA'hether they 
Avere not of the Zoroastrian Mao-i — the "Wise men of 
the East " — Avho Avent Avonderina; and adorina; to the 
Manger in Bethlehem in Avhich lay the infant Redeemer? 
These Druids discoursed of the hidden nature of things ; 
of the extent of the UniA'erse ; of the forms and motions 
<^f the stars; of the A^rtues of jilants, and of tlie essence, 
2:)OAver, and mode of action of the gods. Under huge 
oaks they built their colossal altars, and — but come, 
friend, if Ave linger here the sun Avill leave us in dark- 
ness as profound as that of the theology of the Druids; 
so let us pass on from this tiny " Stonehenge " and see 
Avhat is here on tlie I'ijxht of the Avenue. It is a gentler 
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knoll, covered with the forest trees; and between it and 
Eock Eoost is a ^yi\d, shaded hollow (5), called Group 
Gap. A path through it A'i'ill lead us back to the 
l)rook, so Ave mil pass on along the Avenue to the 
Cottage, a part of which appears above the tops of the 
little trees that surround it. 




The Cottage. 



But what is this on our right ? It is a charming 
grassy hollow, only a little below the level of the 
Avenue, open to the san, and surrounding another shady 
knoll, thickly covered mth deciduous and evergreen trees, 
Avith groups of loose stones, over Avhich vines ci'eep and 
blossom. This open girt of meadow (7) is called Little 
Belt. 

Here is a gate at the entrance to a shaded lane 
that leads up to the rear of the Cottage in Avhich ]Mr. 
Vassar has resided several summers. How thick the 
evergreens are, and how odorous their ()ut-l)reathin<>-s ! 
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On eacii stone gate-post sits a greyliound of iron, harm- 
less in aspect and natui-e ; Ijut a little Ava}' np tlie path 
is a lilack-and-tan sentinel, giving nnist vehement ■warnings 
to the inmates of the castle of the approach of strangers. 
Let him l^ark to his heart's cimtent. AVe have no desire 
to go np tliat private "way ; so "we "will pass along Cottage 
i\.venne (9) to the gronnds in front. Listen a moment 
to the jdeasant voices on the left. Tliey come from 
the snnmiit of this shaded little hill, covered with large 
trees, hendock saplings, and groups of stones, among 
which are rustic seats. This is Knitting Knoll (8), close 
by the Cottage, Avhereon it is pleasant to sit and chat 




CoTTAGi; Avenue Gate. 



at this delightfid h(^nr, Avhile tlie bnsy fingers make the 
Avorsted meshes groAv into Ijeanteons forms and tints. 

The Cottage Avenne gate is like tlie heart of the 
OA\'ner — Avide open Avith Avelcome to all friends. The 
surmonntings of its stone posts ajipear a little more 
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formidable than those of the other gate. On one is a 
A\dld l)oav ccmohant, reminding ns of fierceness; on the 
other a fox in similar attitude — the accepted token of 
cunnino-. These are the antitheses of the character of the 
Master of Springside. 

We ■s\dll not visit the cottage yet, for Ave Imxe a 
long Avay to travel before we may rest ; so let ns turn 
a little l>ack and follow the main Avenue to that ai'ch- 
^\^n\ yondei', that connects a range f)f edifices on opjiosite 
.-ides of the road. Here ^ve are in the midst of buildings 
of pleasing patterns. On one hand are the coach-house 
(K.i), the farm staldes and office (:?6), the ice-house and 
cUiir}'-rooms, and fancy bird-honses (28) Anth glass fronts; 
and on the other side are the gi'anary (o(>) and the 
a\'iary for Avild foAvls (27), coA^ered Avith an open ceiling 
of Avire to prevent the escape of tlie birds. Here, at 
(me time, miglit haA'e been found a most interesting 
cliai)ter in the histon' of animated natui'e. Here flashed 
a golden pheasant in the sun ; there a Avhite heron 2>er- 
tbrmed amusing gambols; yonder, beautiful gazelles Avere 
skipping; Avood-ducks Avere sporting in tiny lakes; a o-reat 
vai'iety of hares and rabbits Avere l)urroAdng;* peacocks 
A\-ere stmtting in the pride of their iridescent plumage • 
a AN'hite cockatoo AV'as talking egotisticalh' of itself as 
"Pretty Poll;" a sociable ^lexican plieasant, Adth eves 
cliarmed by glittering things, folloAved )()U every\vhere ; 
and the Adiole air Avas vocal Avith the love-sonos of a 
luindred doves of tlie rarest kind. These have o-iven 
l)lace to those sober liouse-keepers, tlu- domestic foAvl, 
lint of tlie most aristocratic families, from tlie plump 
Bantam of Java to the tall gaAvky of Shano^hai. 

Leaving this -roup of buildings, Ave enter Hale Ave- 
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Hue (29), witli Meadow Girt (;55) on our riglit, wliicli is 
irrigated hy tlie same 1 )rook that flt)\vs tliroiigli tlie Deer- 
park. Across it are lying the h)ng shado^\'s of trees that 
deepen the tints of green t-overing its Losoiii. On the left, 
at the parting of the Avays, that tall lareh stands like a 
sentinel, its grace forming a positive contrast to the 
covering of that high rocky hill, Avith its micouth com- 
mingling of elm and ma])le, hickory and hirch, chestnut 
and ash trees, uud tanirled shru))s, and intei'lacino; A'ines 
and hramhles — a rude spot, which the oAvner has api^'o- 
priately called Scraggy Knoll (•'*>1). Along the base of 
this wild hill, and all aroimd to the ])lain farm-l)arn and 
out-ljuildinii-s cm the eastern verii-e of ]MeadoAV Gii't, is 
Chestnut Drive (•")7), a roadway lined on the riglit Avith 
a I'OAV of the most A'igorous of those oiiental trees knoAvu 
as the Jiijjpocastanwii, or horse-chestnut. 

At the l)arn Ave Avill pass thi-ough a gate, and take 
the Avinding road u]) to the summit of the lofty eminence 
on our right, to Hill Gii-t (40). Noav look aroinid you: 
all of Springside is at your feet, and the vieAV opens 
broadly in eA^ery direction. ^\. feAV residences in the 
suburbs of the city are seen here ; there you haA'e giini])ses 
of the Hudson, and the Avhite sails ui)on its bosom ; and 
yonder (how piii'ple they are !) rise the Fish Kil and 
Canterbury Moiuitains, on Avhose summits the beacon-tires 
of patriots blazed in the time of the old War for Inde- 
pendence. 

The sun is nuicli nearer the liorizon than ^vhen we 
started, and Ave nuist ])ass on: let us go doAvn near the 
barn, and out into Dale Avenue, by these chunps of 
cedars and chestnuts on the left of South Pass DriA'e (3S), 
and that magnificent hendock that stands on the stee]) 
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slo])e of a knoll. Here, to the i-iglit, is the Seraicirtnilai- 
Eoad (41 ), passhig along the margin of a fine orchard of 
that delicions fruit from Corinth "whieh is seen in almost 
every garden in the temj^ei'ate zone. Here groA\' .some of 
the finest red and ^vhite c\in-ant-shrul )s, and Avhen they are 
in l)lossom, or covered Avith chistering fniit, they foi'm a 
jdeasing neighborhood to the S2)arkling Perch Pond (^42 } 
near 1)y, which we jiass as we go aroimd to the gate tliat 
o])ens into Glen Yale (43). See Avhat a ])retty hollow 
among gentle hills this is ! It is watered 1 ly the same 
l>rook that we have met several times in our raml)le. 
Yonder, to the right, is an ojjen oak grove, shailing the 
smooth-shaven sward on the slope. Here, on the left, is 
a Avild reijion called Woody Glen (4;^ ), in w liich art has 
refrained ffom interferino' with nature. Ever^- thino- is left 
as the OAvner found it. Among the trees that shoot up 
ii'om a thick nndei'growth of shrill )s, A\4tcli-hazel, and h)AV 
creeping A'ines, in Asdiich Avild ra,l)l)its iind lionies, s(piirrels 
ahound; and there the drum of the partridge and the (puiil's 
call for "Bol) White" may he heard. It forms a rude con- 
trast to Glen Yale, and a picturescpie l)ackgrouud tor Uncle 
Tom's Cal)in (44), 2:)ictnred on the map c)f Spring-side 
that you carry in your hand. It is a comfortable log 
house, covered Avith tiles, in Avhicli live the tamih' of the 
teamster of the domain. It stands at the edge of the 
wood; and near it a private tarm-road (4(1) passes 
through Mr Yassar s outer grounds to the puhlic high\vay, 
south-eastward of the city 

Here Ave Avill turn hack and retrace our ste])s as far 
as Scraggy Knoll. As Ave lea\-e Woody Glen and the 
Perch Pond, the gentle eminences on our riii'ht are the 
Eden Hills (,'54), without trees or shi'ubs, and enlivened l>v 
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a lierd of fine Devonshire cattle. These liills otter a plea- 
sant ramble on a cool day in Autumn, Avhen the groves 
and forests are clothed in the gorgeous drapery of mid- 
October. Prospect Hill (;58), of this range, rises high 
above the others, and aftbrds an extensive vie-sv of the 
surrounding country. We have not time to go uji there 
now; so we will pass along to the fo()t of Scrag<:-y Knoll, 
and take this road to the right ; it Avill lead us, in the 
shade of majile trees, along the margin of an orchard up 
to Poplar Smnmit Drive {•'>'2), on an eminence of alwut 




View from Poplak Summit Diuve. 



the same altitude as Prospect Hill. Do you see tluwe tall 
and slender Lombardy ])o])lars, shooting up on our left 
among the ])iues and flat cedars just above the orchard, 
and -with them forming a beautiful thicket on the sloped 
These su<>'2:ested the name for this drive. A little Ijelow 
us we see the heavy Avail of the Flo\ver and Kitchen Garden 
(25), that backs the cold grapery there ; and a little lower 
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still is the gTou]) of huildings cDiiuected ^sitli tlie archway 
already mentioned. How pleasing is this view also, over- 
looking as it does much of Spring-side, and some fine 
estates south of it, and terminating in the range of moun- 
tains twenty miles distant, of -which Beacon Plill is the 
most lofty. 

We will pass do-\vn )>)' this evergreen hedgero^v, and 
then between the orchard and the Flo^ver and Kitchen 
Garden to Lack Lawn Knoll (;5()), near the Carriage-house. 
It is a prett}' spot, covered with grass and shaded 1)}' 
larches and pines. The ciuious little Iniilding on the right, 
at the corner of the garden, is the Apiary, -whose vane, 
an enonnous s;olden hone-\'-l)ee swino-ino- over a hive, de- 
notes its use. We will ])ass aroimd this to the cottage. 
How jileasant is this cari'iage--way, of oval form, in fnuit 
of the house. It is hemmed in l)y lofty ever-green trees, 
and its mai-gin is ornamented -with a series of comic 
statuettes, ex(piisitely wroiight from light gray stone, to 
illustrate phases of character in social life in Italy, whei'e 
they Avere made. At the i)retty Cottage (11) Ave are 
sui'e (jf a coi'dial Avelcome. 

Not at home i Although it is near the close of this 
long afternoon, the Fcnuider of "S'assar College, Avho has 
been reAvarded for his fidelity' in his steAvardship of Avealth 
by length of days and the full consummation of his 
designs and Avishes, has not }-et returned from his accus- 
tomed visit to the stately memorial of his beneficence, in 
the Avork of Avhich liis heart is so Avanuly sympathetic. 
So Ave Avill ])ass on to the (rrapery and (Jreenhouse grounds 
{■22), and the Gardeners cottage (^ :.>;!), either by Cottage 
Avenue around Stonehenge, or by this beautiful Aviud- 
ing path to the right, so closely fringed on one side Avith 
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a dark hemlock liedu'e, and cm the other l)y piue, larch, 
and cedar trees. 

We M-ill follo-\v the path. How pleasantly the grounds 
(^])en hefore ns on that gentle slope on ^v]uch the Con- 




servatory stands with its ci'ys- 
tal roofs, covering in AYinter 
clusters ot hiscioiis grapes, many 
rai'e exotics, and domestic flow- 
ering shrul)s and jdants in 
great ahundance. Xoav, these 
are all out upon the grounds 

around, beautitH'ing a hundred ])laces, and loading this 
evenins; air -with ti-agrance. Delicatelv Barr^- Cornwall 
says — 



The Con'sekvatoky and Gardener's 
Cottage. 



"Like sweet tlioiiirlits tliat eome 
TVin^ed from the iiuiideu t'aiioy, and tiy off 
In music to the skies, and there are lost. 
Tlie^e ever-steaminjr odors seek tlie sun. 
And tade in the liirht lie scatters." 



Here is a narrow lane -with a wall of neatlv trimmecl 
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cedar shiaibs on eacli side, liiglier tlian our heads. Let us 
see Avliere and to ^vliat surprise it ^vill lead lis. Have the 
ahnond-eved Celestials been here I Hare tlie degenerate 

disciples of Confucius heen plant- 
..■4 iug a little seed of paganism in 

Sjjriiigside I This little Pagoda 
(2-i) makes us think of the far 
Orient, "where, in secluded places 
like this, little temples are sacred 
shrines. But "svliere is the idol ? 
Ask the lovers "who have strolled 
through these l>eaiitifiil grounds 
and rested beneath this little 
roof. They have seen and wor- 
shiped it here in human form 
and substance, though it may he invisilile to us. 

Still farther on this secluded patlnvay leads us. It 
■^^Tinds gently upward, and leaves us among the rude 
rocks of Stonehenge. Here, on this immense bench of 
grayAvacke, we may rest a fe^v minutes, for the sun yet 
lingers above the horizon, and our pleasant I'amble is 
nearly ended. Sounds of mirth come up from the Deer- 
park below, where a bevy of girls are gathering wild flow- 
ers. Did Francis Sachetti have a scene like this for his 
inspirations Avhen he said in I'hynie — 




The Pagoda. 



Walking and musing in a wood, I saw 

Some ladies gathering flowers — now this, now t'other,- 

And crying in delight to one another, 

' Lool': Ijere, look here! what's this? a fleur-do-lis, 

Oil ! get some violets there ; — 

No, no, — some roses farther onward there ; 

IIow beautiful they are ! 

Oh me! tliose thorns do prick so — only see! — 

Not that — the other — reach it me. 
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Hallo, Hallo! \yl)at is it leaping so? 
A grasshopper ! a grasshopper ! ' " 

Tills I'tide Avood-patli leads its doA'STi to tlie little pond 
already mentioned, Avliere tlie gold iislies live, and -w'e find 
a beautiful open liollow before lis, called Center Circle 
(21), around Avliicli passes a fine avenue. From tliis road 
tlie eye is continually charmed 1)y pleasant suT-]n'ises. Tlie 
Circle is liemmed in by rows and groups of evergreen and 
deciduous trees, and above these tower loftily a large oak 
and two huge black-~\valnut trees. Yondei' is seen a heap 
of stones almost hidden 1 )y runninor I'oses ; and all about 
us are sweet flowering shrubs. In the center is a jet of 
water, falling into two basins and a pool, one above the 
other, in sparkling cascades. Around these are vases filled 
Avith floAvers ; and l^etAveen them and the road is a laAvn 
covered Avith soft grass. 

On completing the Circle, Ave come to the Villa Site 
(16), and LaAA^n Terrace (17), on the right. Let us climb 
this bank of greensAvard. Hoav pretty is this semicircular 
lawn, ten feet aboA'e the carriao'e-AvaA^ and fringed AA"ith 
young pine and spruce trees. TAventy or thirty feet higher 
is the Villa Site, on Avhich Mr. Vassar contemplated Iniild- 
ing a residence for himself and family. It is dotted Avitli 
ancient aj^ple-trees, and commands" some pleasant distant 
A'ieAVS of the riA^er, and the country on its borders, and of 
Springside near. From this hill Ave may go doAvn a steep, 
rough bank, through a groA'e of locusts, to AValnut Roav 
(14), AAdiere another beautiful laAATi lies basking in the 
evenins: sun, on the outer liorder of the domain. 

Turn noAV a little to the left, l)y these ancient cherry- 
trees, and see hoAV grandly this giant sycamore — one of 
the primitiA-e sons of the forest — rises above the surround- 
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ino; trees, and sjireads its slielteriug l)i'anches over tlie 
sjuing at its foot. In this ovevsliadowing it i.s assisted by 
au ancient willow, on the other side of the S2)ring that 
Imbbles np in copious measure beneath that arch of ma- 
sonry, on the top of which reposes the iron image of a 
watch-dog. Delicious is the draught of water from its 
cool resei'voii' ; and "we turn away I'eti'eshed as ^ye follow 
WilLnv Spring Walk (!.")) (nit t(i Locust Grove Drive 
(18), that comes uji between the Ever-green Parks (19-20). 




WiLLuw Spuing. 

This walk is shaded by the ,S'a7u' Jialn/Io/iira, or Weeping 
Willow, and leads out by a tioAver-vase to the head of Je"t 
A^ale Path (1;!), by Avhich we ^vill go down to one of the 
most secluded and beautiful places in Springside. Here, 
between the Ever-green Parks and Maple Hill, the water 
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tliat Hows (lo^'S'n from AVillo^v S})ring leajts up from the 
month of an imasje of a fluttering swan, and, falling in 
drops and spi'ay, forms a sparkling pool around it. How 
triilv charming is this cool place at the evening hour! 
Every tliiuir around us is in shadow, and the exhalations of 
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flowers hurden the air Avith fragi'ance. Through the inter- 
lacing hranchcs Avhere the golden sunlight is playing, we 
liave glim])ses of the Summer-house (li') on the little hill 
by the liigln\ay ai-ouud which Sunnuit Avenue ])asses, 
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and tliis is all Ave may see of tlie Avorld Avithout, excepting 
tlie skA" aboA-e iis and the illmuinated tops of distant trees. 
There is liere a repose and an aspect tliat may remind ns 
of tlie poet's descrijDtion of the j^lace 

" AThere our primeval Parents found sweet rest." 

^Nliltou says — 

I. T !< * * * ji; ^^-fjg ^ jilace 
Chosen by the Sovereign Planter, when He framed 
All things to man's delightful use : the roof 
Of thickest covert was inwoven shade, 
Laurel and myrtle, and what higher grew 
Of firm and fragrant leaf; on either side 
Acanthus, and each odorous bushy shrub 
Fenced up the verdant wall ; each beauteous tiower, 
Iris all hues, roses, and jessamine, 

Reared high with flourished heads between, and wrought 
Mosaic ; under foot the violet. 
Crocus, and hyacinth, with rich inlay 
Broidered the ground, more colored than with stone 
Of costliest emblem." 

This little path to the left Avill lead ns cIoaatl to tlie 
Porter's Lodge, and this one np to the Snmmer-house, 
Avhere AA'e may Avatch the sun as it goes doA\ai l>ehind the 
Avestern hills. Is it a familiar sight ? Very Avell ; then 
Ave Avill Avalk along this Avinding path to South Avenue 
and the portal, and go out into the higliAvay homcAvard 
Lound, Avith the treasures of the delightful experience of a 
smnmei" eAening ramhle in Sp];ixgside. 

During the years Avhile cares of business, and public 
duties, and the delights of Springside, as it developed 
into greater pertection, Avere occupying much of ]\Ir. Yas- 
sars thoughts and time, he had not lieen unmindful of 
his generous resolutions concerning the disposition of a 
large portion of his fortune. His project of benevolent 



AND ITS l'OU:Ni)Kl!. «] 

actiou, tliougli not yet possessing definite shape, I'emained 
a fixed pin-pose, and was the snlyect of frecpient conversa- 
tion with his most intimate friends, for lie had determined 
to execute it during his lifetnne. At length his niece, 
who had planted and fostered in his mind the idea of 
founding a m<idel School for j'onng Avonien, died suddenly. 
Cottage Hill Seminaiy Avas closed ; and for a while the 
suliject of the education of woman Avas less in 3Ir. Vassar s 
thoughts as a practical matter than the founding of a hos- 
pital. The latter oliject commanded his most serious atten- 
tion, and he had taken important steps preliminary to 
the estaljlishment, in Poughkeepsie, of an extensive asylum 
for the comfoii: and cure of the sick, A\hen circumstances 
turned the tide of his thoughts and desires again in 
a strong cm'rent toAvard the great AA"oi-k pi'oposed Ly his 
niece. 

In the Spring of 1855, Cottage Hill Seminary Avas pur- 
chased and reopened by Professor ^I. P. Jewett, avIio had 
been for seA'eral years at the head of a large school foi" 
young Avomen in Alabama, knoAvn as the " Judson Female 
Institute." He united himself in felloAVship Avith the con- 
gregation of the Central Baptist Church, of Avhich Mr. 
Vassar Avas an actiA"e member, and l)etAveen them the most 
friendly and confidential relations Avere soon formed. 
When the to])ic that occupied so much of j\Ir. Vassar's 
thoughts became a suliject of ct>nversation lietAveen them, 
Di'. JeAvett suo-o-ested that he mio'ht l)ecome a f;:reatei- 
benefactor to his race by erecting and eudoAving a college 
for young -wc^men- — an institution that shoidd l)e to their 
sex Avhat Yale and Harvard are to our own — than by 
any other act. Here Avas the noble idea of Miss Booth 
amplified. The pi'oject at once commended itself to Mi-. 
11 
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Vassar's judgment, and awakened a desire to caiTy it out 
on a scale commensurate with liis generous impulses. 

Millions of dollars liad l)een spent in founding and 
Ijuilding up the numerous colleges for young men in the 
United States, while not a single college for young ^vomen 
had been established. The need of such institutions Avas 
felt by many of the best educators in the country, and 
had begun to occupy the serious attention of statesmen 
and philanthropists. The importance of the thoi'ough edu- 
cation of women in every department of learning is a 
manifest necessity in our land, "whose free institutions rest, 
or should rest, on the solid foundations of the vii-tue and 
intelligence of the people. Lord Brougham made the "wise 
and indisputable assertion, that "the character and destiny 
of human beings are generally fixed Ijefore the child is 
ten years of age." That character and destiu}- are almost 
always molded, in the largest degree, by the mother, for 
she is the " jn-ophet, iniest, and king" of the lumsehold to 
the trusting little child, and commands its faith, reverence, 
and ol^edience. Pressing, then, is the need of her thorough 
preparation for the triple duty, ])y the accpiirement of 
that 2:)ower which comes from the most coni})rehensive 
knowledge of "things temporal and things spiritual." 

Already, in response to the nmte but potential appeals 
of that need, the "American Woman's Educational Asso- 
ciation" had been formed in the City of Xew Y(nk "whose 
avowed object Avas to secm-e to American Avomen a 
liberal education, Ijy the estal)lishment of 2)ennaneut 
endoAved institutions for the A'ouug of their se.\ that 
should embrace the leading features of f()lleges for ^'ouni;- 
men. Already schools had Ijeen ])ut in successful opera- 
tion hy that society. The Baptists of Massachusetts had 
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also practically acknowledged tlie need, l>y e>;tablisliing tlie 
" Ladies' Collegiate Institute," at AVorcester, in that State, 
Avitli an endt)M"nient of t-\vo Imndred thousand dollars : 
and other denominations were considering not only the 
propriety, but the necessity, of founding and endo^ving 
similar institutions. 

Air. A^'assar clearly perceived that the time was aiispi- 
cious for him to act. lie Avas offered the opportunity 
of leading in a cause of enlightened benevolence of tlie 
most profound interest to lus country and mankind, in 
which numbers misxht folloAV, but none miii'ht o-o l)efore. 
To him Avere proifered the high privilege and the peculiar 
honor of actually establishing and putting into operation 
the first grand, permanent, endoAved college for Young 
AA'^omen CA-er projected, and he gladly accepted the l)oon, 
A\dth a sincere desire to become a I'eal pnl)lic benefactor. 
AVhile considerations of personal honor to be gained by 
the act could not alone have excited his and)ition 
Avith a craving appetite for such aliment, he Avould have 
been less or more than human if the expectation of such 
honor had not been a stimulant to action ; for, as Young 
says — 

" The love of praise, howe'er concealed by art. 
Reigns more or less in every human heart. 
The prond, to gain it, toils on toils endure: 
The modest shun it but to make it sure." 

And Spenser, the polished limner of hmnan nature, 
significantly incpiires — 

"Who would ever care to do brave deed. 
Or strive in virtue others to excel, 
If none should yield him his deserved meed. 
Due praise, that is the spur of doing welU 
For if good were not praised more than ill, 
None would choose goodness of his own free will.'' 
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Mr. Vassal- was ahvays ai] eminently practical man, 
and liis -wisdom and piiidence were never more conspicu- 
ous than in his slow and cautious approach to a conclu- 
sion upon a sul)ject of such vast impoi'tauce as that 
which now occujsied his most anxious thouo^hts. Satisfied 
of that importance in a moral, social, and political point 
of -view, he brought the -whole matter to the test of 
practical business calculations ; for every human enterprise 
needs human sustenance, and upon that sustenance, formed 
after the fashion of the laws of trade, its life dej^ends. 
A coiTespondence, oral and e2iistolary, -\vas opened witli 
some of the leading- educators of the laud, and among 
them Professor Je-wett was one of his most frequent and 
confidential ad-^asei's. To the eminent school architect, 
the late Thomas A. Tefft, then residing in Providence, 
Rhode Island, Dr. Jewett submitted in -\\Titino; a ueueral 
desciiption of a building or buildings that might accom- 
modate four hundred pupils, with a full complement of 
Professors and Tutors ; and from him he procured designs, 
and estimates of cost. These -were submitted to ]\Ir. 
Vassar's rigid scrutiny, and the result Avas a determina- 
tion on his part to erect and endo-\v, during his life- 
time, a college for Young Women, on a magnificent 
scale, in the most perfect manner, and upon the most 
liberal basis, in -which neither sect nor creed should have 
a controlling influence, as such. He -was wannlv attached 
to the Baptists l>y life-long associations, and a o-reater 
number of educated men and educators AvlK)m he con- 
sulted about his projected enterprise -\vere of that denomi- 
nation; l)ut -when it was proposed to have the college 
placed under the general control of Baptists, ]\[r. Vassar's 
more catholic spirit instantly and emphatically dissented. 
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And in his address to tlie Trustees of tlie Colle2;e, at 
tlie organization of the Board, five )-ears latei-, he expressed 
his wishes on that point decidedly, in the folh)Avinf>: brief 
sentence, ^vliicli is here given in a fiic-simile of liis l^and- 
writing Avlien he was seventy-five years of age. 

irr^enoeciKS err (/)i2 i -}i ct a (y. 

Time passed on. Mr. Vassar wislied to have his two 
nepheAvs (MattheAV and Jolm Gruy Yassar, who were yet 
his business 2)artners, and each, like himself, childless and 
the possessor of a large fortime) associated Anth him in 
the enterj)rise, that they might share AA-ith him the delight- 
ful task and the deserA'ed honors incident to the execution 
of his beneficent design; for, if it should l)e successful, 
it Avould be an eA'"erlasting memorial of the Vassar name. 
That earnest desire of his heart Avas not gratified ; and 
he proceeded to plant the seed, and reap the bountiful 
harA'est of blessings which springs from Avell-doing, A\'ith- 
out their co-oj)eration. 

This conclusion Avas reached in the Spring of 18 GO, 
and ]\Ir. Yassar, then nearly seA^enty years of age, 
determined to carrj' out his long-cherished plan at once. 
Dr. JeAvett Avas chosen to be his chief co-Avorker in the 
great labor. That he might deA'ote his Avhole time to 
the task, he sold the Cottage Hill Seminary property, 
and relinquish(^d the school at the close of the Sunmier 
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term. An extensive correspondence on tlie sul:)ject of tlie 
college, personal and hj "wi-iting-, Avas ke2;)t w]) during 
the Aiitumn, and prej^arations ^\ere made for 2")rocnring 
a charter for the projected College from 'the Legislatiii'e 
of the State of jSTew York. The charters of a large 
niunber of institutions of learnino: in the United States, 
for both sexes, Avere carefully examined ; and these lal )ors 
resulted in the draft of a bill !>}' ]\Ir. SA\-an, Avho, duiing 
all the years of incpiiry and discussion of the sn1)ject 
of Mr. Yassars l^eneiicent projects, had been one of his 
most friendl}' counselors. It Avas a model of l)revit}" 
and comprehensiveness. In it the name of " Yassar 
Female College" Avas given to the projected institution. 
That name Avas chano-ed Iia' an act of the Lesislature 
on the iii-st day of Februaiy, 18G", at the retxuest of the 




Vassae College Seal, 

Board of Trustees, >)y the omission of the Avord " Female." 
The corporate title is noAV Yassaii College. 

When the Bill Avas introduced in the Legislature, and 
the greatness of :\Ir. Yassar's jilans Avas made apparent, the 
liveliest interest, amounting to enthusiasm, Avas manifested. 



AND ITS FOUNDEK. 87 

Leading merahers of Iwtli Houses paid elo(|uent tributes 
of praise to tlie projector, and Avannl}' eulogized tliis exhi- 
bition of a noble sj^irit and almost i)rincel}^ munificence. 
The reporters of the principal daily newspapers of the 
State sent aln-oad from the Capitol the most glo-\ving 
details of the novel and magnificent enterprise ; and the 
attention of the whole country Avas soon directed to 
Poughkeepsie and the Founder of Vassar College. The 
act for its incorporation passed on the LSth of Januar}-, 
1.S61, having been pressed through both Houses in 
advance of all other lulls. It was the first or second bill 
of that session of the Leg-islature that received the simia- 
ture of the Cxovernor, EdAvin D. Morgan, and became a 
laAV. 

The following is a copy of the Charter: — 

AN -ACT 

TO INCOJiPORATE VASSAR FEMALE COLLEGE. 

Passed January 18th, 1861. 

The People of the State of KeiD Yorlc, rejiresentcd in Senate ami Assembly, 
do enact as folloir-s : 

Section 1. Muttliew Vansiii-, Ir.a Harris, Willimn Kelly, .Tames Ilarpei-, Martin 
B. Anderson, John Thompson, Edward Latlirop, Charles W. Swift, E. L. Magoon, 
S. M. Buckingham, Milo P. Jewett, Nathan Bishop, Mattliew Vassar, Jr., Benson 
J. Lossing, E. G. Robinson, Samiiel F. B. Morse, S. S. Constant, John Guy 
Vassar, AViliiam Hague, Rufus Babcock, Cornelius Dubois, John H. Raymond, 
Morgan L. Smith, Cyrus Swan, George "W. Sterling, George T. Pierce, Smith 
Sheldon, -Joseph C. Doughty, and A. Ij. Allen, are hereby constituted a body 
i:oi'[)oi'ate, by the name of "Vassar Female College,'' to be located in Duchess 
county, near the city of Poughkeepsie. By that name the said corporation 
shall have i)erpetual succession, with jiower to fill vacancies as they may occur 
from time to time in their board, to sue and be sued, to contract and bo con- 
tracted with, to make and use a common seal and to alter the same at pleasure, 
to pnrchase, take, and hold, by gift, grant, or devise, subject to "an Act re- 
lating to wills,"' ]>a.v-.ed April loth, ISOO, exce[)t in the case of Matthew Vassar, 
heroin named, and to dispose of, any real and ])ersonal proi)erty, the yearly 
income or revenue of which shall imt exceed the value of forty thousand dollars. 
;> 2. The object and i>urpose of said corporation are hereby declared to be, 
to i)romote the edncation of young womcji in literature, science, and the arts. 
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§ 3. The college may grant to students under its charge diplomas or hon- 
orary testimonials, in such forni as it may designate. It may also grant and 
confer such honors, degrees, and diiilomas as are granted by any university, 
college, or seminary of learning in the United States. 

§ 4. Diplomas granted by the college shall entitle the possessors to the 
immunities and privileges allowed by usage or statute to the possessors of lil<e 
diplomas from any university, college, or seminary of learning in tliis State. 

§ 5. The persons named in the first section of this act sliall be the first trustees 
of the said corporation. The president of tlie college, -while holding office, 
shall be a member of the board of trustees. 

§ 6. Xine trustees shall be a quorum for the transaction of business ; but 
no real estate shall bo bought or sold, and no jiresident or professor of the college 
shall be appointed or removed, except by tlie atfirmative vote of a majority 
of all the trustees. 

^ 7. The corporation shall have all such i)0\vers, and be subject to such 
duties and liabilities as are applicable to colleges, and are specified or contained 
in the second and fifth articles of the first title of the fifteentli chapter of the 
first part of the revised statutes, and in title tliird, chapter eigliteen of tlie 
same part of the revised statutes, except so far as the same are inconsistent 
with the provisions of this act. 

5 8. Mattliew Vassar, of Poughkeepsie, is hereby authorized and empowered 
to give, grant, devise, and bequeath to the aforesaid cor])oration, by his last 
will and testament, or otherwise, any sucli portion of his estate as he nu\v 
choose so to give, grant, devise, or bequeath, any existing act or statute to tlie 
contrary notwithstanding. 

§ 9. This act shall take effect immediately. 

The twenty-eiglit persons clioseii hy jNIr. A'^assar to con- 
stitute tlie " l)ody corporate " of the College, and to 1 )e its 
first Trustees and his co-workers in the enterjirise, were 
all his personal fiiends. One-half of them ^v•ere his fellow- 
townsmen; and it so hapjieiied that a majority of them 
■were Baptists, some of whom Avere leading clergymen and 
pul)lic educators of that denomination. This was an acci- 
dental result of his choice, occiu-ring because Mr. Yassar s 
I)rincipal associates among men of learning A\-ere of that 
hranch of tlie Christian Chui'cli, and was not a sign that the 
College Avould he, in any degree, specially inlluenced 1)\' 
men of any jjarticular religious sect. And it is just praise 
of the institution to record, at tlie close of its second Colle- 
giate year, that in the practical Avorkino's of its sA'stem of 
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education and moral and religious training, the pupils 
might never know, liom their teachings alone, to what 
denomination of the Christian Church the Professors and 
Tutors belong. 

Immediately after the act of incorporation became a 
law, ]\Ir. Vassar, over his own signature, informed the 
several j^ersons named in the Charter of the fact, and of 
their apj^ointment ; and they were requested to meet for 
the purpose of organizing a Board of Trustees, and adojDt- 
ing measures for carrying forward the great enterj^rise. 
They assembled, pursuant to puldic notice, in the parlor 
of the Gregory (now jMorgan) House, in the city of Pough- 
keepsie, on the 26th of Fel)ruary, 18G1. After a prayer 
by the Reverend Edward Lathrop, D. D., of New York 
City, a Board of Trustees was organized, by the election 
of the Honorable William Kelly, Chairman, and Cyrus 
Swan, Secretary. AVhen this result was announced, 
]\Iatthew Vassar, the Founder of the College, arose and 
read to the Trustees the follo^vino• statement of his vie^vs 
and wishes : 

" Gextlemex : — As my long-cherished purpose — to apply a large portion of 
my estate to some benevolent object — is now about to be accomplislied, it seems 
proper that I shonkl submit to you a statement of my motives, views, and wislies. 

" It hr,ving pleased God that I should have no descendants to inherit my 
propei-ty, it has long been my desire, after suitably providing for those of my 
kindred •who have claims on me, to make such a disposition of my means as 
should best honor God and benefit my fellow-men. At different periods I have 
regarded various plans with favor, but these have all been disnussed one after 
anotlier, until the sl'BJECT of EnECTiXG and exdowixg a college foe the 
EDUCATION" OF TorxG WOMEN was ju-esfcuted for my consideration. The nov- 
elty, grandeur, and benignity of the idea arrested my attention. The more 
carefully I examined it, the more strongly it commended itself to my judg- 
ment and intere>ted my feelings. 

'' It occurred to me, that woman, having received from her Creator the same 
intellectual constitution as man, has tlie same rigjjt as man to intellectual 
culture and development. 

" I considered tlu\t the iiOTiiEns of a country mold the character of its 
citizens, determine its institutions, and sliape its destiny. 
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'• Xext to the influence of the mother, is that of tlie female teacher, who 
is' employed, to train roung children at a period when impressions are most 
vivid and lasting. 

•' It also seemed to me, that if woman were properly educated, some new 
avenues to useful and honorable employment, in entire harmony with the gentle- 
ness and modesty uf her sex, might be opened to her. 

" It further appeared, there is not in our country, there is not in the world, 
so far as is known, a single fully endowed institution for tlie education ot' women. 

"It was also in evidence that, for the last thirty years, tlie standard of 
education for the sex has been constantly rising in the United States ; and the 
great, felt, pressing want has been ample endowments, to secure to Female 
Seminaries the elevated character, the stability and permanency of our best 
Colleges. 

"And now. gentlemen, influenced by these and similar consideratinns, 
after devoting my best powers to tlie study of the subject for a number of years 
past: alter duly weighing the objections against it, and the arguments tliat 
preponderate in its ftivor ; and the project having received tlie warmest com- 
mendations of many prominent literary men and practical educators, as well 
as the universal approval of the public press, I have come to the conclusion, 
that the establishment and endowment of a College for the education of young 
women is a work which will satisfy my highest aspirations, and will be, under 
God, a rich blessing to this city and State, to onr country and the world. 

"It is my hope to be the instrument, in the hands of Providence, of found- 
ing and perpetuating an Institution which shall accomplish for young women 
what our colleges are accomplishing for young men. 

" In pursuance of this design, I have obtained from the Legislature an act 
of incorporation, conferring on the proposed Seminary the corporate title of 
' Vassar Female College,' and naming you, gentlemen, as the first Trustees. 
Under the provisions of this charter you are invested with all the powers, 
privileges, and immunities which appertain to any College or University in 
this State. 

" To be somewhat more specific in the statement of my views as to the 
character and aims of the College : 

"I wish that the course of stpdy should embrace at least the following 
particulars: The English Language and its Literature; other Modern Lan- 
guages; the Ancient Classics, so far as may be demanded by the spirit of the 
times; the Mathematics, to such an extent as may be deemed advisable; all the 
branches of Natural Science, with full apparatus, cabinets, collections, and con- 
servatories for visible illustration ; Anatomy, Physiology, and Hvgicne, with 
practical reference to the laws of the health of the sex ; Intellectual Phi- 
losophy ; the elements of Political Economy ; some knowledge of the Federal 
and State Constitutions and Laws; Moral Science, jiarticularly as bearing on 
the filial, conjugal, and parental relations; .Esthetics, as treating of the 
beautiful in Nature and Art, and to be illustrated by an extensive Ciallerv of 
Art ; Domestic Economy, practically taught, so far as is possible, in order to 
jirepare the graduates readily to become skillfid housekeepers; lust, and most 
important of all the daily, systematic Eeadin\' and Study of tlie llolv Scrip- 
tures, as the only anil all-sulticient Puile of Christian faith and practice. 
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"All sectarian influences should 1)C oai'efully excluduil; but the ti-ainiuL' (if 
our students should never be intrusted tu the skt'iitical, the in-eli^'iuu^. or tlie 
immoral. 

"In forming' tlie tir~t Board of Tru^tee^. I have selected representatives 
from the ]irincipal Christian denouiinatiuns among us; arul in filling' the vacan- 
cies wliicli may occur in this body, as also in appointing tlie Profe~~ors, 
Teachers, and otlier Officers of the College, I trust a like catliolio spirit v>ill 
always govern tlie Trustees. 

"It is nnl my purpose to make N'.vssai: Female Com-ege a charity school, 
who^e ndvant;i:.'cs shall he free to all without cliarL'C : for benefits so clieaply 
olitained are cheaply lield; but it is believed the funds of the Institution will 
enable it to otter to all tlie liiglie~t educational facilities at a moderate e.\[>en~e, 
a~ compared witli the co>t of instruction in existing seminaries. I earnestly 
hope the funds will also prove sufficient to warrant tlie irratuitous admi^-ion of 
a consideralde number of indigent students, annually — at lea^t, l)y regarding 
the amount remitted, in mo-t ca.-e-. as a loan, to he suhseiiueiitly reimid from 
tile avails of teaching, or otherwise. Preference should be given to beneficia- 
ries of decided promise — ucli as are likely to distiuguisli themselves in some 
particular department or pursuit — and, especially, to those who propose to 
engage in the teaching of the young as a professi(jn. 

" I de>ire that the ColleL'e may be provided with commodious buildincrs, 
containiuL' ample apartments for public instruction, and at the same time 
affording to the inmates the safety, quiet, privacy, and jiurity of tlie family. 

" And now. gentlemen of the Board of Trustees, I transfer to your posses- 
sion and ownership the real and personal proiierty whicli I have set apart 
for the accomplishment of my designs." 

While ]\[r. Vas.sar -was reading this statement, he stood 
at the end of a talde at -which sat the Chairman and Secre- 
tary of the Board of Trustees. ]S^ear him, on the talde, was 
a small tin l)OX, -which conttuned the funds apjiropriated 
for the founding of the College, represented l»y Tjonds and 
mortfao-es, certificates of stock, and a deed of conveyance 
of two hundred acres of land for a College site and farm. 
AVhen he pronounced the last sentence ahoye (quoted, the 
Trustees arose. jNIr. Vassar had placed his left hand on 
the jjrecious casket, and, with its key in the open palm 
of hi> riiz'lit hand, he then formally ti'ansferred from his 
own cust(jd\- tt) that of the Trustees, move than four hun- 
dred thousand dollars of his Avealtli. 

"Who shall estimate the imjjortance or measure the 
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significance of that act? Considered in its relations to 
society and to human selfishness, it was a moral spectacle 
of imcommon grandeur. Few meu have lived who, after 
toiling half a centruy under the burden of great cares in 
catherino- a larc^e fortune, have dared to be so disloyal to 
ever-o-ettino- Human Nature as to lav down one-half of it 
on the altar of Benevolence, as a sacrifice for the sake of 
hmuan needs. It was a revolutionary manifesto, declaring 
that the unrighteousness of the Paganism which has so 
lono' kept woman in bonds should yield to the justice of 
Christianity, whose Golden Rule makes her " free and 
equal" A-^-ith Man. 

Having performed that great act, 3Ir. Vassar said : — 

" I beg permission to add a brief and general expression of my views in regard 
to tlie most judicious use and management of tlie funds. After tlie College eJitice 
bas been erected, and furnislied with all needful aids and appliances for imparting 
the most perfect education of body, mind, and heart, it is my judgment and wish 
that the amount I'cmaining in hand should be safely invested — to remain as a prin- 
cipal, only the annnal income of which should be expended in the iireservatiim 
of the buildiuLcs and grounds;, the support of the faculty; the replenisliing and 
enlarging c)f tlie _ library, cabinet, art gallery, etc.. and in adding to the capital on 
hand; so that the college, instead of being impoverished, and tending to decay 
from year to year, shall always contain within itself the elements of growth and 
expansion, of increasing power, prosperity,\;ind usefulness. 

•■ In conclusion, gentlemen, this enterprise, which 1 regard as the Last great 
work of my life, I commit to yon as a sacred trust, which I feel assured voii will 
discharge with fidelity and upriglitness, with wisdom and prudence, with ability 
and energy. 

•' It is my fervent desire that I may live to see the Institution in successful 
operation; and, if God shall give me life and strength. I sh.all gladly employ my 
best faculties in co-operating witli you to secure the full and perfect consummation 
of the work before us." 

\^Taen Mr. Vassar and the Trustees resumed their seats, 
the Rev. Dr. Hague offered the following resolutions : • 

" Re.iohed, Tliat we, as Trustees, accept the numilioont donation nov- pi-e- 
sented by M.atthew Vassar, Esq., for the purpose of founding and endowing 
VA>^.\n Fem.m.r College; 

"That we highly appi-eoiate the practical wisdom, the patriotic forecast, as well 
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as the unpiiralleled liberality, wliioh prompt liim to devote so large a portion 
of his fortune to this noble work while he yet lives ; 

'■ That we pledge ourselves to use our best endeavors so to guard, foster, 
and apply these funds intrusted to us, as to fulfill his instructions and to realize 
his beneficent design ; 

"That the statement of Mr. Vassar's views just submitted be placed on the 
records of this Board ; and also bo engrossed on parchment, and preserved 
among the archives of the College forever." 

Dr. Hague tlien said : — 

" In offering these resolution.s to the acceptance of this Board of Trustees, 
it may be proper for me to say a few words, expressive of my convictions as 
to the nature, the dignity, and the scope of the great trust that is now 
committed to our hands. 

" The statements that have just been read by Mr. Vassar, unfolding his 
cherished aims in relaticm to the establishment of a Female College in this 
city, the munificence of his provisions, and the breadth of his plan, signalize 
an important step of progress in the advancement of intellectual culture 
throughout this country. It is adapted to call forth the sympathetic regards 
of the whole people in this sisterhood of States ; for if there be any one 
feature that particularly distinguishes our American civilization in the view 
of the world, it is the influence of cultivated womanhood in the formation 
and development of American character. 

" The power of this influence has been recognized by all careful observers, 
both at home and abroad. It has attracted the attention of tourists, 
philosophers, historians, and writers of every class. The most truthful, 
touching, and sincere eulogium that was ever uttered by an English author, 
as a tribute of honor to this country, came from the pen of an eminent 
prelate. Bishop TTilson (the successor of the celebrated Ileber at Calcutta), 
when he declared that the American women, the Avives of missionaries, wliom 
be had had occasion to observe in Asia for a course of years, realized his 
best conceptions of cultivated Christian womanhood, of gentleness and re- 
finement of manners, combined with the highest qualities of lieroic excellence. 

"This spontaneous tribute to the character of American women in our own 
age is in happy keeping with the most trusted testimonies of the past, in 
regard to the influence of that array of noble-minded women who had a 
conspicuous part to act in the training of this nation during the stormy 
days of its infancy, and thus in shaping our national destiny: a mighty 
moral force, that was pithily expressed by one of the officers of the French 
army at the close of the Revolutionary "War, when, as Mr. Custis says, at a 
farewell entertainment given to them in Virginia, after having paid their 
respects to the mother of "Washington, he exclaimed as she retired from the 
assembly-room, leaning on the arm of her son : ' Xo wonder that America 
has had such a leader, since he has had suc'^ a motlier!' 

"Those were times, Mr. Chairman, that subjected womanly character to 
the most searching ordeals, and developed all its latent energies. The men 
who were engrossed by the demands of public afll'airs were obliged to leave 
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the education of their sons ahnost entirely to tlie mother .it home. A fine 
exemplitication of this is furnished in the letters of President Adams to his 
wife in regard to their domestic concerns, and especially the education of their 
son, John Quincy Adams, -whose name now shines as a brilliant star in the 
firmament of American history. The letters of ilrs. Adams to her son prove 
Iier high qualifications for the discharge of her sacred trust: and the long, 
arduous lifework of that eminent man is to be regarded, in [lart, as her own 
cherished legacy to the land that she loved, and to the generation which is 
now in tlie prime of its manly power, as well as to that which has already 
passed away. 

'•And here I am naturally led to remark that the sentiment which has just 
now been expressed, in the written statement that Mr. Vas^ar has presented to 
us, is fully verified by .all the teachings of our national hi?tory. He s|ieaks of 
the necessity of providing such an education for the females of this country as 
shall be adequate to give them a position of intellectual equidity with men, 
in domestic and social life. The thought looms up with new .aspects of dignity, 
the more closely it is considered. In olden times, this ecpudity was a marked 
feature of American life, manners, and habits. The wife was not merely the 
superintendent of a household: she was the honored friend, companion, and 
counselor. In the settlement of these colonies, more than two centuries ago, 
she -w.as the sharer not only of domestic joys and sorrows, but of all the 
cares pert.aining to the establishment of the Church, the State, and the nation. 
Then the sons and daughters of America were educated together, and their 
.attainments were so nearly alike as to constitute a social equipoise, that for 
a long period continued firm and undisturbed. But of late years, the ^vealth 
and enert'ies of the people have been lavished upon colleges and universities 
for young men to such an extent in this one line of direction, that the 
balance is no longer even, and the former .adjus-tment of the social forces has 
become somewhat deranged. This der.angement must be remedied, the balance 
must be restored, or our national character cannot hold its place of eminence, 
but must gravitate toward an abyss. If the time sh.all come when the 
educated young men of America shall cease to look np to their mothers 
witli the sentiments of respect that were cherished by our fathers in their 
young days, if our sons shall cease to find in their sisters companions suited 
to their mental needs, home-life must lose its former .attr.actions ; the moral 
atmosphere that h.as surrounded the household will be no longer genial ; and 
the most fearful organic evils th.at have been inherent in the sochal structure 
of many n.ations in the Old "World will be reproduced on our soil in rank 
luxuriance, and with consequences that enfold a vast and irremediable ruiii. 

'■It was not without good reason that a distinguished American traveler 
in Turkey said, that he despaired of any valid reformation of that once 
>trong but now decaying n.ation, until woman should be rest(n-cd to that 
position of siicial equality that God had originally assigned to her; .and it 
was -with eipial reason that a French statesman declared, nnuiy years ago, that 
■the chief want of France is mothers I' So, too, we may rest assured that 
the great work to which American patriotism is now called to task itself, 
is tli.at of .-ustainiug and extending the intluence of a well-cultivated Christian 
womanhood throughout the length and breadth of these United States, which 
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we all love to call 'our country,' and whose titizeiisliip lias so Ioiilt been tlio 
shield of our safety, honor, and prosperity. 

■' With these views, Mr. Clmiriiuui, I submit the resolutions now before you." 

The resolutions offered l>y Dr. ILiii'uo were ;i(lo])ted 
by tlie \inaiiimoiis vote of the Trustees. Then IMatthew 
Vassar, Ji"., a nephew of the Founder, was chosen to ]>e 
the Treasurer of the Board, and the tith^-(h'eds and assiirn- 
ment.s, duly executed, which had heen absolutely and 
unconditionally given to Va.ssar College, Avere placed in 
his cu.stody. 

The choice of President of the Collt'ge followed this 
proAdsion for the administration of its funtls ; and Pro- 
fessor Milo P. Jewett, Avho had rendered such signal 
service in the inception and growth of the enterprise, AA'as 
by unanimous vote chosen to fill tliat imjiortant station. 
The chairman then proceeded to nominate the foUoAviug 
Standins: Committees for the ensuina; vear : 

Executice Committee. 

Cha-Ules W. Swift, Matthew \'assai:, Jr., 

Matthew Vassar, Ctris Swax. 

cornei.ii's i)ubois. 

Un the Faculty and Stii'lifg. 

Milo P. Jewett, -Tonx II. IIav.moxd, 

Martix B. Anderson, Edward G. Uobixsox, 

Natitax Bishop, Rifls Babcock. 

On the Libruri/. 

RuFis Babcock, .Iames IIahi-er. 

Ira Harris, William IIaoue, 

Edward Lathrop, Smith Sheldox. 

On Cabinets and Apparatus. 

Martix B. .Vnderson, GEoiioE T. Pierce, 

Morsax L. Smith. Stephex M. Bcckixoha.m. 

Edward (J. Uomxsox. 
13 
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On the Art Gallery. 
EuAS L. Magoon, Ben-so>- J. Lossing, 

Sajiuel R B. Morse, Joiix Tiiompsox, 

John Guy Yassai;. 

On Building and Grounds. 

Matthew Yassak, Joseph C. Dorr.iiTY, 

CoKXELius Dubois, Augustus L. Allen, 

S. S. Constant. 

On Corporation Sad. 
MiLO P. Jewett, Benson J. Loosing, Geoi-.oe V\ . Stealing. 

On Bu-htim. 
Geokge T. Pierce, Charles W. Swift, Cyius Swan. 

Immediately after tLe organization of the Board of 
Tnistees, measures were adojited for erecting the College 
l>uilding, without delay. The plans of ]\[r. Tefft were not 
used. He Avent to Europe soon after completing them, 
for the 2:)nrpose of increasing his professional knoAvledge. 
He had pi-oposed that nothing shcmld be done toward 
the erection of a collefje l)uildino; until after his return, 
as he hoped to bring -with him impoi-taut infoi'uiation 
that might enable him to make essential improvements 
in his plan. Mr. Yassar's acquiescence was readily given, 
and presented another instance of the great deliberation 
Avith Avhich the Founder acted at that time, and to which 
allusion has ])een made. 

Mr. Tefft died at Florence, in Italy, and James Ren- 
Avick, Jr., the architect of the editice of the Smithsonian 
Institute, in AVasliiugton City, Avas employed to make 
plans and specifications for a college building commen- 
surate Avith tlie Founder's liberal designs. These Avere 
laid before the Board at the time of its orsxanization, and 
Avere accepted. Tlu- Executive Connnittec of the B(,)anl 
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soon afterward made a eoiitract Avitli ]\Ir. Renwick for tlie 
erection of an edifice in accordance with tliose plans, and 
Avitli AYilliam Hai'loe as the Iniihler. 

The college site and farm conveyed to the Ti'nstees 
by the Foimder lies nearly two miles eastward of the 




Coiirt-House in Poughkeepsie, and at a little greater 
distance from the Hudson River. Its boundary and 
sii2")ei'iicial lines ai'e irregular, as the accomjianying map'"' 

* Tliis mnp i.s from surveys made by the first flass in Trigonometry that 
was formed in Ya^sar Collca'e. Tlio localities are indicated as follows: 



A. College. 

B. Observatory. 

C. Gymnasinm. 

D. Gas and Boiler Ilouse. 

E. Gasometer. 



F. Play-gronnds. L. Ice-house. 

G. Sunset Hill. ^t. Barn and Stable. 
II. Casper's Kill. X. Farni-liouse. 

I. Gate and Porter's Lodge. 0. Mill-cove Lake. 

K. rump-house. P. Tenaut-honse. 
E. Garden Store-house. 
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sliows, and joresents at many points heautifiil landscape 
effects, near and remote. Not far from its eastern Iwrder, 
and l)etween it and the village of ^Manchester, rises a 
lofty hill, to the top of which Mr. Vassnr's elder sister 
sometimes took hira, Avhen he -was a child six or eight 
years of age, that he might l)t^ gratified -^A-ith a siglit 
of the Uvo chiu'ch steeples in Poughkeepsie. And over 
tlie little stream that crosses the higlnvay near l)y, and 
floAvs through the eastern portions of tlie college grounds, 
he had often passed with his mother, on a I'ude l)ridge 
half hidden l)y the luxiuiant calamus or sweet-fiag. Had 
some venerated seer then predicted that in the inorning 
shadows of that hill the little English l>oy Avould one 
day build a magnificent palace of learning, and along 
that little stream would l)e seen groups of 3-oung ■women, 
gathered fi-om every part of the Great Rejnihlic of the 
AVest, enjoying the hlessings of his munificence, the most 
credulous admii-er of the projihet A\'ould have i-efused 
belief in the prophecy. 

A site for the college edifice on the hank of the 
river seemed more desiral)le than one so inland ; l>ut, 
when l)oth Avere carefully considered, the advantasjes 
offered liy the one chosen Avere manifesth' greater than 
any to he foimd on the Hudson, near Poughkeejisie. 
It A^-as far enough aA\'ay from those gi'eat lines of traA-el, 
tlie river and the raihvay, Avhich afford facilities for a 
multitude of intrusions and annoyances, to avoid the latter 
altogetlier, and Avas sufficiently near tlu' city to make its 
markets and merchandise easily avaihdile. It was in a 
liealthful ])lace, in the midst of lieautiful rural scenerv, 
Avith nuicli of the horizon l)oiuided liy distant mountains. 
AIoiv desirable than any thing else, for tlu; health and 
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comfort of tlae inmates of the projected college, was a 
large pond of pure spring ■\\-ater on the grounds, -svhose 
fountains had never failed in their abundance, and Avhose 
outlet, that had for years turned a mill-wheel, presented 
an assurance that an all-lwuntifid supply would Le given. 
The site on the farm selected for the College Iniilding 
was a little plain, bounded on the west by the higliway, 
and on tlie east and south l)y a I'avine and gentle hollows. 
It was once the Duchess County Eace-Course, and -was 
-without tree or shrub. There the outlines of the editice 
were marked out l)y the architect and l)uildei' ; and on 
Tuesday, the 4tli day of Jime, IS 01, Mr. Va>sar "broke 
o-round" there with his o-s^m streno^th. Only two of the 
Trustees (Messrs. Du Bois and Swan), the Eeverend 
Howard Malcom, D. D., of Philadelphia, Mr. Sipher the 
fai-mer, and one or two others, were present on that beau- 
tiful Summer morning, as ^^"itnesses of the interesting 
ceremonial. At the recpiest of the Founder, Dr. ]Malcom, 
in a brief supplication, asked God's blessing on the enter- 
prise. Then JNIr. Vassar, thi'usting a spade into the groiuid, 
lifted almost a cul)ic foot of earth fi-om its Ijed, at tlie 
jjoint where the trench that Avas to I'eceive the foundation 
stones of the Imilding was to begin. The farmer then 
placed his plow there, with which he was to furrow the 
oittline of the trench, and this ]Mr. Vassar held for some 
distance on its prescril:)ed com-se. The form of that out- 
line may l^e seen 1)y reference to the ground-plan of the 
College Ijuilding on the preceding page, Avhich shows the 
relative position of all the foundation walls on Avhich the 
supei-structure is built, from the gi-ound to the roof. A 
more particular reference to this cellar-]dan Avill be made 
hereafter. 
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So it ^vas, M-holly Avitliout ostentatious xlispla^-, and 
Avitli the simple religioiis ceremony of jirayer to (xod^ in 
the presence of a few of his fellow-citizens, that the 
Founder of Vassar College, -wit]! his o-^vn hands, l»egan the 
material labor of the enterprise. That spadeful r)f earth 
was placed in a jar, and, ^vith the implement ^vitli Avhich 
it was raised, it is ])reserved, as a precious memorial, in 
the G-eological Cabinet of the College. 

The late Civil AVar ^vas kindling ^\■hen the Boai'd of 
Trustees of Vassar College -was organized. Already, State 
Conventions in seven f>f the CommouAvealths of the Ee- 
2:)uldic had declared the "withdra^val of those States from 
the Union; and representatives from these in convention 
at Montgomery, in Alabama, had formed a 2*i'<^'^'i^i'^i^'T^l 
constitirtion for a League known as the Confederate States 
of America. To the ajiprehension of the ^visest and most 
hopeful, the immediate future of the country appeared 
exceedingly gloomy. Civil "War, ^vith all its calamities, 
seemed inevitable. The shocks of the political eai'thquake 
then rocking the nation to its centei' were rapidly unset- 
tlins all valires, and some of the securities which formed 
a pai't of the College fund seemed Avorthless. But the 
Founder and the Trustees Avent steadily forwai'd in the 
great worlv, at that time and during the entii'e pei'iod of 
the terrible war that ensued ; and in the month succeed- 
ino- the cessation of hostilities, the Board, at its annual 
meeting (Jime, 1803), found the College ediUce so neai'ly 
coni])leted and e(piipped, its system of instruction so ^vell 
planned, and the appointments to the chairs of professor- 
slaps so satisfactorily made, that it was determined to 
announce that the Institution -would be opened for the 
reception of students early in the ensuing Autunm. The 
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College fund had l)eeii so -^vell managed hy the Treasurer 
of the Board that it had not been duninished, excejiting 
by the necessary expenditures. 

At the first annual meetino- of the Boai'd' ( )f Ti'ustees, on 
the 25th of February, 1SC2, the Pi'esident of the College 
asked leave of absence, for the piu-pose of studying the 
systems of education prevailing in the most enlightened 
countries of Europe, and especially those for the instnic- 
tion of vouno; Avomen, ■with the vieAv of advancinu' the inter- 
ests of the Institution over Avhich he -was to preside. That 
leave "was given ; and the President was re(piested to pre- 
pare, Avhile aln-oad, a general and statistical repoi't on the 
subject, in Avhich he should compai'e the systems in Eiu'ope 
Avitli those in use in our country, and to make to the 
Board such sussestions as should seem to him Avorthv of 
its attention. 

President Jewett embarked for England on the 5th of 
Ajwil, 1862, and arrived in London on the 19th of the 
same month. Through the agency of the United States 
Minister at the Court of St. James, many facilities for the 
pi-osecution of his errand -were attbrded him. lie spent 
several Aveeks in Loudon, visiting its educational estal)lish- 
ments for both sexes ; scientific and other institutions ; 
galleries of art.; manufactories of philosoj)hical instru- 
ments ; librai'ies, and other liel])s to knoAvledge ; and 
in every Avay seeking useful hints for the l)enetlt of 
Vassar College. He Avas treated Avith respec-t and cour- 
tesy, for the novel enteri)rise Avhich he represented com- 
manded the most profound attention wherever it Avas 
made knoAvn ; and it Avas fre(piently mentioned in con- 
nection Avitli the then recent gift of a laru'e sum of 
money to tlie city of Lond(m, l)v the eminent Ameri- 
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can banker, George Pealxxly, for the lienefit of tlie poor 
of that metropolis. 

After visiting the Universities of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge, and schools for girls in other jiarts t)f Great Britain, 
the President crossed the Channel and spent three ^veeks 
in Paris, in the bnsiness of the same errand. ]Most of the 
schools for vonuo; women in tliat cit\' ^vere conventnal Semi- 
naries, in Avhich religions instruction and dnties -were promi- 
nent features, an<l coidd aftbrd bnt t\nv valnal-le hints 
to an American edncator. Tln'ongli the kindness of the 
Embassador of the Kepnblic at the Court of St. Cloud, 
he obtained an audience with the Frencli 3Iinister of Pid)- 
lic Insti'uction, who gave him many lacilities for the prose- 
cution of his inquiries. From Pai'is he Avent to Berlin, 
Vienna, Dresden, ^Munich, and other European capitals ; 
and, after visiting Rome and otlier cities in Italy, he 
retrrrned home. 

In a Repoit to the Boai'd of Ti'ustees, at their next 
annual meeting (Jiuie, 1863), the President gave an account 
of his journey abroad, and a sumniary of his observations 
concerning; the education of girls and A'oung Avomen. 
He observed that great prominence Avas given to I'eligious 
instruction, especially in tlie schools in Germany : that 
the pupils Avei'e almost universally taught orally, esj)ecially 
in Pnissia, ]>}' AAdiich they obtained ideas instead of Avoi'ds 
only : that domestic economy received much attention, 
especially in the scliools connected Avith the nunneries on 
tlie Continent, and in the training schools for young 
Avomen in Great Britain : that special attention Avas given 
to the l)odily health of the pupils, by systematic exercise 
in the open air, and by calisthenics, dancing, and other 
healthful in-door movements, Avhich ]n'omote physical vigor, 

14 
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and ease and <rrar-e in motion : that extreme ]>lain^le^;s 
and simplicity of diet, and also of dress, Avas a rjeneral rnle 
in G-reat Britain and on the Continent ; and that in many 
institntions there Avas a nniformity in dress, the garments 
lieiug made of sul)dned colors, while laces and jewels were 
entii-ely discarded : that the cultivation of vcx-al and in- 
strumental music was a prominent object of instruction : 
that dancing and painting also occupied a conspicuous 
])lace in all the schools; and that the study of modern 
languages was almost universal in them. 

These special features of instruction, noticed by the 
President, ajipeared to him more perfect than the same 
in the schools of this c(mntry; yet he came to the con- 
clusion that there could l)e hut little learned, for use in 
American schools, from the systems al)road. There is, in 
many particulars, liiit a remote resemldance between those 
of own Republic and of Europe, for the ol)vious reason 
that each is fashioned in accordance witli the demands 
of the political and social organizations by which it is 
fostered, and to Avhich it is expected to ccmform. If the 
Pi'esident did not l>ring hack with him any positive 
Avealth of knoAvledge to enrich the inchoate Seminary, he 
had observed the defects in foreign schools with sutHcieut 
distinctness and care to prevent their finding a place in 
th(^ organization of the ne-w Institution. 

Leaving out of sight the peculiar systems of educa- 
tion in Europe, as such, and carefully considering those 
sj)ecial features of training and instruction Avhicli they 
])resented that seemed essentially useful, the C'onuuittee 
on Faculty and Studies procee(h'd to prepare a plan of 
organization, discipline, and course of teaching for the Col- 
lege, in accordance with the ])rinciples and recpiircMuents 
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of GUI' lve})ii};)licau institutions, the deniantis of our coi'- 
Telative social system, and tlie importance, manifest to 
every enlightened mind, of thorousrldy educating tlie 
future mothers of this nation. They made an ehil)orate 
report of their lahois to the Board of Trustees, at its 
annual meeting at the close (»f June, LSG3, which Avas 
printed and distrilmted among the mend>ers (jf the B(jard, 
and educators throu<>'hout the country tliat the Colleire 
might have the benefit of their friendly criticisms. 

The final organization oi the College in all its depart- 
ments for its great work Avill l)e described presently. 
Through all the }ears of preparation for that Avoi'k, the 
Founder Avas not only a deeply interesteil spectator, but a 
most zealous co-AVorker. At every annual meeting of the 
Board, he o])ened its proceedings l)y reading a statement 
of his views and Avashes, Avliich Avere ah\'ays listened to 
Avith the most profound attention ; and these sup-o-estions 
Avere acted upon as far as practica})le. He especially 
desired the full co-operation of A\^omeu iu the labor of 
instruction and discipline in the Col lege ; and he was 
anxious that professors of her sex, if competent persons 
might be found, should form a part c^f the Facult}'. So 
deeply Avas he impi-essed Avith the justice and policy of 
such an arrangement, that at the meeting in June, 1S04, 
when the question <.>f the a2)pointment of professors Avas 
to be considered, he made the subject the topic of his 
regular discoiu'se, in the coiu'se of Avhich he said: 

" It is my liope — it wus iny only liope atui (k'sii-c — indeed, it litis been tlit 
niiiiii incentive to all I liave already done, or may liei-eafter do, or lio|)e tc 
do, to inangurate u new era in the lii.story and life of woman. The attem|)I 
yon are to aid me in nuikiiii; fails wholly of its ]ioint if it be not an advance, 
and a decided advance. \ wi>h tcj jtive one se.\ all the advantages too long 
monopolized by the other. Onrs is, and is to be. an institution for women — 
not men. In all its labors, positioiis, rewards, and liojies, the idea is the 
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development and exposition, and the marshaliiiff to tlie front and the prefer- 
ment of women — of tlieir powers on every side, demonstrative of their 
equahty with men — demonstrative, indeed, of sncli capacities as in certain 
fixed directions surpass tliose of men. Tliis, I conceive, may be fully accom- 
plished within the rational limits of trne womanliness^ and without the 
slightest hazard to the attractiveness of her character. "Wo are indeed already 
defeated before we commence, if snch development be in the least dangerous 
to the dearest attributes of her sex. We are not tlie less defeated, if it be 
hazardous for her to avail herself of her lii^f|ie>t educated powers when that 
point is gained. We are defeated if we start upon tlie assumption that she 
has no powers save those slie may derive, vv imitate, from the otlier sex. Wo 
are defeated if we i-ecognize tlie idea that she may not, witli every propriety, 
contribute to the world the benefits of matured faculties wliicli education 
evokes. We are especially defeateil if we fail to express, by our acts, our 
practical belief in her pre-eminent powers as an instructor of her own sex." 

We have now observed the growth of one of the most 
remarkable and imj^ortant of the worhl's seminaries of 
learning, from the germ of a suggestion, vivified by 
benevolent action, to almost maturity of foi-m and capacity 
for bearing fruit. At the beginning of the year 18(35, on 
that little plain where Mr. Vassar, less thcxn four years 
earlier, cast up a si:)adeful of earth and plo^ved a simple 
furrow, the Yassar Collesye l^uildins: stood in all its srand 
i:)roportions, external and internal. Near it had arisen, 
over the immovable foundation of a great rock, the walls 
and dome of an Astronomical Observatory, Avhich had 
been erected under the skillful directions of Charles S. 
Farrar, A. M., Avho afterward became a member of " the 
College Faculty, as Professor of Mathematics, Natural 
Philosophy, and Chemistry. In another direction, at the 
main entrance to the grounds, a stately Gateway and 
Porter's Lodge was a-building; and ever>'where the sounds 
of industiy ^vere heard. When April came, the planting 
of trees au<l the forming of graveled ^valks and drives 
began to develop gi-ace and synnnetry here and there, that 
proi)hesietl of the ultimate beauty of the domain in 'form 
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and feature. When the Board of Trustees assemljled, in 
June, the College building Avas almost ready for its equip- 
ment of furniture and apparatus. Then, as we have 
observed, it was determined to open it for the reception 
of pupils in the ensuing Autiuun. The Summer was 




Gateway and Poktek's Lodge. 



spent in preparations for tliat event ; and on the 20th 
day of September, 18()3, the first collegiate year of Vassar 
College was begun. 

So early as the Spring of 18(34, circumstances had 
caused Di'. Jewett to oflPer his resignation of the Presi- 
dency of the College, and of trusteeship. It Avas accepted, 
and he was succeeded in the former office liy John II. 
Raymond, LL. D., who was one of the Trustees, an active 
member of the Committee on Faculty and Studies, and a 
successful ediicator, of long experience. Dr. Jewett's place 
in the Board of Trustees was tilled by Reverend Henry 
Ward Beecher. With this exception, the members of the 
Board, and also its officers, are the same as when it was 
organized, more than six years ago. 

The Avork of tlie College \\'as conmienct'd hy the fol- 
lowiiiii' officei's of ii-()vernment and instruction: — 
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John H. RaymojS'd, LL. D., PresitLeut, and Pi-ofessoi- of 
Mental and Moral Philosopliy. 

Haknaii W. Lyi^iax, Lady Priucipal. 

WiLLiA^r I. K^-APP, A. M., Professor of Ancient and 
Modejii Lanouap'es. 

Charles S. Farrar, A. M., Professor of Matliematics, 
Natural Philoso2:)liy, and Clieniistry. 

Sa^^boii^n^ Texxey, a. M., Professor of Xatui-ai Histoj-v, 
including Geology and Mineralogy, Botany, Zoology, and 
Physical Geogra2)li}% 

Maria Mitchell, Professor of Astronomy, and Director 
of the Observatory. 

Alida C. Avery, M. D., Professor of Physiology and 
Hygiene, and Resident Physician. 

Henry B. Buckham, A. M., Professoi- of Rhetoric, 
Bellesdettres, and the English Language. 

Edward Wiebe, Professor of Vocal and InstrinnentaJ 
Music. 

HeiNry Von Ingex, Professor of Lruwing and Paint- 
ing. 

Louis F. Rondel, Instructor in the French Language. 

Delia F. Woods, Listructor in the Department of 
Physical Training. 

Jessie Usher, Teacher of the Latin Lan<>'uaa,e. 

Lucia M. Gilbert, Teacher of the Greek Languai^e. 

Priscilla H. Braislin, Teachei- of Mathematics. 

Eliza M. Wiley, Teacher of .Music. 

Emma Sayles, Teacher of Chemistr\-, Mathematics, and 
the Enirlish Laniiuaue. 

Sarah L. Wvmax, Teachei' of the Latia Lauii'iiaiiv. 

OAitoj.i.NE II. Meivalf, Teacher of the Kivnch and 
English Lanouages. 
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Bauraka (tiiant, Teaclier of Matliematies and Cliem- 
istry. 

Kate Fkssexdex, Teachev of the Freneli Lantjuaffe. 

Sarah E. Scott, Teacher of Rlietoric and ^latliematifs. 

Emily A. Braddock, Teacher of the Latin Language. 

^LvRY Dasco:\ib, Teacher of Mathematics. 

Julia Wtebe, Teacher of ]Mnsic. 

EjiifA L. HoPKixs, Teacher of Music. 

Carolixe S. C. Wiebe, Teacher of Musicr. 

Sophia L. Ctrtis, Teacher of ]Music. 

A. AirELiA JrBD, Teacher of ]Music. 

Faxxy J. Small, Teacher of ]Music. 







The (tVMNAsiiim. 

Late in the year, and 1)efore tlie spacious (rymnasitun, 
that no-\v stands on a knoll south-eastward of the main 
edifice, Avas erected, classes for physical training had lieen 
oi-ganized and instructed in the corridors of the College 
luiildin<i', l)y Elizaj;etj[ jNL Powell (Miss Woods had left, 
because of ill health), -who continues to preside over that 
most important liranch of education; and at the ojiening 
of the second collegiate }'ear, Avhen the Gpnnasium was 
completed, its riding school Avas placed in charge of 
Leopold Vox Seldexeck, avIio Avas for a long time a cav- 
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airy officer in tlie Prussian army, and served in tliat 
capacity in our National army durini;- tlie Civil War. 

The axispicious beginning of Vassar College gave the 
Founder the most perfect satisfaction. The desire to have 
this result reached dxu-ing his lifetime "was gratified. 
With faith and hope, and 3-et Avith intense anxiety, he 
had lal:)ored Avith the Trustees (first as Chairman of the 
Committee on Building and Grounds, and then as 2)re- 
siding officer of the Executive Committee) until the Insti- 
tution -was read}' to liegin its A\-ork, when, as the follo^wing 
correspondence shows, he withdre-w from further jiartici- 
^lation in the task of management : 



" Spmxgside, Potighkeepsie, J\inc 17, 18(15. 
" Xathan Bisnop, LL. D. . 

" Mt Deae Sie : — The first stage in the development of tliat great enter- 
prise to whicli I have devoted a hirge portion of my fortune and the latest 
labors of my life, is now drawing to a close. Tlie erection of tlie College edifice, 
and its equipment with the material apparatus of instruction, will soon be com- 
jileted ; and, with the coining Autumn, its interior life as a great educational 
establishment will begin. 

'" Thus far the great Vk'ork of the Executive Committee has been, in a great 
measure, that of a building committee, and I have cheerfully sliared its perplexi- 
ties and toils, from a conviction that my long experience in the management of 
material affairs would enable me to give them important aid. 

"Although a kind Providence has blessed mo with more tlian ordinary health 
and vigor for my year>, yet I begin to feel sensibly tlie wear and tear of these 
numerous and ever-multi[)Iyiiig details; and since the business of the Executive 
Committee must hereafter jioitain more than heretofore to the internal regulation 
of the College, I have felt a strong desire to be relieved by some gentleman, 
who, in addition to the general qualities of business capacity, high probity, and 
public spirit, possesses a s[iecial experience and practical knowledge in the man- 
agement of an institution of learning. 

" With tills view, I have not only looked carefully over the list of our Trustees, 
but extended my view through the entire range of my accpiaintance, and, .among 
all within my reach, or hei/Dnd my reach, I find no one who possesses those 
qualifications so eminently and so entirely as yourself It is my desire, 
therefore, at the apin'oacliing meeting of the IViard of Trustees, to resign my 
present jilace as chairman of the Executive Committee; and my earnest hope 
is that you will consent to accept and discharge this lionoralile trust. 

"I have requested President Raymond, and our mutual friend, Mr. Stephen 
SI. Buckingliam, to be tlio bearers of tliis communication, and to give any further 
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explanation of my views (of which they are fully informed), that you may 
desire. 

" Meanwliile, believe iiie, dear Sir, 

'' Yours very respectfully, &c., 

'■ it. Yassar."' 

" Xew YoiJK, June 23, ISCj.j. 
" Matthew Vassae, Esq. : 

"My Deai; Sir: — Yesterday President Raymond and S. M. Buckingham, 
Esq., presented me your kind letter of the 21st inst. 

"After a somewhat full conversation with them, I consented to comply with 
your recjuest. In taking this step I have yielded my own ju'eferences to your 
wishes, for I assure you that it has Iciul; heen a sonrce of ]ileasuro to me to 
co-operate with you in establisliinsr Vassar Female College— an institution 
which will become a perpetual blessing to the country, and place you among 
tlie great benefactors of mankind. 
" With best regards, 

" I remain, dear Sir, 

" Very truly yours, 

'■ Natiiax Bisnoi'.'' 

Let ns now consider the Collecce liuildiiio's, and tlieir 
equipment and uses, Avliieli in tlieir prei^eiit complete state 
have cost a little more than half a million of dollars. 

The main edifice, ■\vhose outward a]ipearance is seen on 
page 11, and its ground-plan on page 101, is almost five 
hundred feet in leno-th, Avith a breadth throuixh the center 
of about two hundred feet, and at the transverse Avings 
of one hundred and sixty-t\>ur feet. It is constnicted of 
dull red brick, the joints pointed with black moi-tar. 
The water-tables, and trimmincirs of the doors and \\-\\\- 
dows, are made of blue free-stone. The center building 
and the wings are five stories in height, and the cc^mect- 
ing jiortions are foxu- stories in height. Within the edifice 
are five independent dwellings for resident officers : accom- 
modations for about four luindred students; apartments 
for a full comjdement of managers and servants; suits 
of rooms for class recitations, lectures, and instruction 
in music and painting; a cha2)(d ; dining hall; parlors; 
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suitable apartments for a libraiy and art gallery, pliilo- 
sophical ap2:)aratus, laboratories, cabinets of Natural His- 
tory, and all other appurtenances of a first-class college. 
Also ample arrangements for a kitclien, leaker}', and laxindn'. 

The height of the center l)uilding, from the foundation 
to the top of the dome, is ninetj^'-tM'o feet. ^Vll of the 
l^aitition oralis are of biick, and are cari'ied up from 
the ground to the roof There is a coiridoi' in each 
story, tAvelve feet in width and fi^-e hundred and eighty- 
five feet in length, affording room for exercise in inclem- 
ent Aveather. These corridors may be instantly divided 
into five separate parts, by iron doors connected Avith 
eight fire-jjroof "walls. The latter are in pairs, standing- 
ten feet ai)art, and cut the building into five divisioiis. 
These pairs of avails are connected only at the corridoi-s, 
■where the floor is })rick and stone, over -which the ii-on 
doors may slide and be closed, so that, should a conflagra- 
tion occur in one portion of the building, the other parts 
Avoxdd be perfectly secure from harm. These divisions of 
iron and masonry extend from the foundation to tlie 
roof. 

For further security against accident by fire, iron 
pipes, from Avater-tanks on the attic floor, pass doAvn 
through the difterent stories. To these hose is attached 
on each floor, and conveys Avater Avith great force. 
A steam or Avater pump may lie instantly brought 
into use, if needed. There are l)ut tAvo fires kept in 
the College building; one for cooking, and one for heat- 
ing flat-irons. A Avatchman traverses tlie l)uildin<v all 
night, and the engineer or his assistant is ahvays on 
duty. There are nine stair-Avays from the \o\^ to the 
bottom of tlie building (tAvo of them fii'e-proof), and 
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eiglit passages fen- egress. Tliese several provisions seem 
to make tlie students absolutely secure from accidents 
by fire. 

Over the entire buildino; six thousand feet of li'dit- 
ning rods are spread, after the most approved and scien- 
tific methods \ised for defense acrainst tliunder-l)olts, as 
the common jdirase is ; and running tlirough it in all 
directions, and c<mnecting with external jioints, are pij)es 
tor conveying gas, heat, "water, and waste, about t\vent}'- 
five miles in ao-orreixate lensrth. 

Now let us o;o throucrh the buildint;', from the bottom 
to the top, and observe the arrangement, ecpiipment, and 
uses of each floor. 

Here is the cellar (see 2:)lan on page 101), traversed 
by the lower sections of all the pipes. In the eastern 
2")ortiou of the center ai'e cisterns e e e e, and at its 
end are the refrigerator, store-room, bakei'y, and boiler. 
Little else is to be seen excepting the foundation 
Avails ; so A\-e Avill go up from this gloom}' j^lace to 
the first story (avIiosc plan is on the foUoAving page), 
Avhere there is more light, air, and interest. The 
entrance is in the center building. On the I'ight of the 
passage ai'e rooms for the transaction of the general 
lousiness of the College. The first is occupied by the 
Registrar and Clerk, and the adjoining one is the Trustees' 
Room, in A\'liich the Executive Connnittee meets, and 
the Treasurer and Secretary keep their l)ooks and pa])ers. 
Adjoining tlus is the kitchen t)f the President's liouse (II). 

On the left of tlie passage are three connecting rooms 
devoted to 2)ractical instruction in Chemistry. (t is 
the Laboratory ; C, a recitation-room ; and A, a connuo- 
dious lecture-room, twenty-five by tliiity feet in area, and 
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fll'teen feet in height. It is seated in o-alleiy style, and 
its walls are hiiug ^vith portraits of Chemists most dis- 
tinguished in the development of the science. These are 
made useful hx ftxmiliarizing the students A\'ith their 
features and hiography, and thus teaching the history 
of chemistry, and inci-easino; the learners' interest in the 
stud}'. The Lal>oi'atory and Lectiu-e-rooms ^vere j'l'^i^nt'd 
and furnished -with apparatus and matei-ials Avith special 
reference to practice V)y the students in the elements of 
the science. 3Iost of the apparatus Avas imj^ii'ted directly 
for the College, and is of the most ])erfect kind. Here 
is a hooded sink and a hooded talde ; there, in the center, 
is a testing-talde ; yonder in a corner is a furnace and 
spacious hearth ; and at pi'oper places are gas and Avater 
conveniences. Here the student not only learns, but 
investi<>-ates, and so her information becomes kno^wiedge. 
She may here demonstrate the fact that in a drop of 
Avater there is sulhcient latent electricity, as the ])hiloso- 
2:)liers express it, to give the phenomena of a thunder- 
stoim; and so she may explain tlie moi'al potency of 
woman's tears, that has been felt ever since oui' common 
Mother regained the paradise of her husband's affections 
l)y the key that opened the celestial gate to the Peri, 
Avhen the penitent AVife, 

" with tears tlir.t ceased not flowing, 
And tresses all disordered, at his feet 
Fell hnmblo, and in Adam wronglit 
Commiseration." 

Let US cross the c()rri<lor and 2)ass hito the lecture- 
room of the Xatural Philosophy Department (B), AAdiere- 
in the student is taught hoAV to explore the mysteries 
of nature in broader iields. This room is of the same 
dimensions as that of the Chemistry Department, is seated 
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in tlie same -way, and furnislied ^^vitli couveuienoes for the 
ur^es of iustruction. On its Avails are jiortraits of eminent 
Plulosophers ; and in n smaller room adjoininir (F) are 
tlie pliilosoj^liical instruments of tlie College. The supply 
of apparatus is not large, hut Avell selected, and each 
]3eifect of its kind. The ])lan of the Professor of this 
Department is not to have insti'uments foi' mere illustra- 
tion, for Avhich the Black-hoard is hetter adajited, hut to 
have them all such as may serve the purposes of investi- 
o-ation as Avell as illustration, helievino- that a little actual 
research is uKjre valuahle ti'aining in science tlian inere 
learning. This age of exi^eriments and Avholesome infidel- 
ity to theories continually demands ne"\v modifications and 
neAV A'arieties of instnuiients ; and such are constantlv 
added to the collection in Yassar College. Here in this 
little room may he seen some of the most interestino- 
imi:)lements used in scientific investigations 1)V modem 
explorers. Among these is the apparatus of pendulum 
and indicator, l)y Avhicli Faucoult has recentlv demon- 
strated the fact of the rotary motion of the earth, and 
l)y Avhich his experiments Avere successfully repeated at 
Vassar College, on the night of the ISth of March, 1SG7, 
hy Professor Farrar and his class. The pendulimi hall 
then used Avas a sphere of lead, Aveighiug forty-six pounds. 
It Avas suspended fi'om the roof of the Colleg;e huildino-, 
hy a Avire sixty-four feet in length, over the open space 
Avithin the north central stairAvay, and A\-as made to 
A-ihrate over a carefully graduated circle of three feet 
in diametei-. Problems of the pendulum had heen 
previously Avcjrked out hy the class, and the experiment 
verified the correctness of thoir calculations. The plane 
of oscillation A\as found to rotate uearh' at the rate of 



AXD ITS FOTTXDEi;. Ill) 

ten degrees an hour, ^vliicli is tlie rate demauded tor 
tlie latitude of tlie College (-1:1° 40' no"), on the hypotlie- 
sis of tlie daily rotation of tlie eartli on its axis. This 
incident is mentioned -as an illustration of the fact that 
every ne-w experiment and demonstration in science is 
brought to the practical notice of the students of A'assar 
College. 

Pages might lie iilled ^vith a catalogue and description 
of the 2>liil<'^<>pliical instruments, but A\-e may notice only 
one or two more, and then pass on to other a])artments. 
Look at that modest little mahogany l)ox, Avith a row of 
small discs on the top, like the Anger-keys of an accordion. 
Here is a little crank. How easily it turns ! Put your 
finger on that luitton. You are startled ! ^Vnd -well you 
may be, tor there is a giant in that box, terrilile in its 
anger, but harmless Avhen unprovoked. It is of a race 
once employed to strike mortal l)lows at the life of the 
liepuljlic; now it is occasionally engaged in the more 
peaceful labor of decomposing Avater. It is one of Wheat- 
stone's improved Magneto-Electiic Machines, that "was used 
in Chai'leston Harbor, during the late Civil AVar, for 
exploding floating mines of gunpoAvder, called torpedoes, 
under National vessels. 

Here are some beautiful instruments, used by Tyndall 
in his recent delicate experiments and demonstrations con- 
cerning the nature of heat, light, and inotion, Adiich 
threaten to ffi'eatlv modifv all i)revious theories on those 
subjects. These seem to open to tlie human understand- 
ing dee2)er knowledge of the 1 luvei'se, 

"Wlioso body Xature i-:, aiul Cxod the soul;'' 

and lead us to a more comprehensive idea of that 
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subtle, all-jiervading, and mysteiioiis emanation from the 
Omnipotent, wliicli, as Pope said, more than a century 

aii'o, 

"TV arms in the snn, refreshes in tlic breeze. 
Glows in tlie stars, and blossoms in the trees: 
Lives through all life, extends thronirh all extent. 
Spi'eads undivided, operates unspent."' 

It Tvonld he delightful to linger hei-e among these 
revelators of the mysteries of the Universe ; 1 utt we must 
pass on to places and things of more ]iersonal importance 
to tutors and students. Before doing so, let us spend a 
few minutes in the Natural History LaLoratoi'v (D), and 
Eecitation-room (E), in which may Ije found specimens in 
aT)undance of the products of the three kingdoms A\"hose 
history and character are here studied; also illustrative 
maps, diagrams, and drawings. In connection ^dtli the 
studies in this department, which include the subjects 
of Geology, Physical Geography, Botany, ]Mineralo<T^-j and 
Zoolou'v, the caVnnets belono-ino- to the Collc'e, and situ- 
ated upon other floors, are freely used. ]\Iuch study is 
also performed in the woods and fields, Avheu the Tveather 
permits. 

There is a syllogism as old as the creation, that may 
ran tlius : All mortal creatures must eat and sleep ; 
human Ijeings are mortal; therefore, human heinfjs, like 
gazelles and l)irds of paradise, must eat and slee}). In 
compliance with this truth, ample provision is nuule in 
\'assar College for the sustenance and repose of its in- 
mates. Look along this corridor, on the flcxn- ^ye are 
('\-])loring, and you will find a large number of students' 
])arlors and Led-rooms, the former indicated Ly Araliic 
numerals, from 1 to 22, and the latter liy the letters a, b, 
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and c, often repeated. The general aiTangenient is to liave 
one parlor for the common use of the occupants of three 
lodging-rooms connecting Avith it. These, you Avill per- 
ceive, are situated along the ^vhole out^vard side of the 
Ijuilding, from the center into the wings, and end at the 
Professors' houses (T T), in the extremity of each AA-ing. 
The latter occu])y those portions of the l)uilding from the 
first to the fourth story. The total nmid)er of students' 
parlors is one hundred, and of Ijed-i'ooms, Uvo hundi'ed 
and forty-two. 

Passing into the eastern part <^f the center Iniilding, 
we come to the servants' dining hall (^I), at the end of 
which, and separated fi'om it l)y a small corridor, are the 
SteAvard's apartments (I), the Kitchen (L\ and Store- 
room (K). Adjoining the sides of the Ilall may be 
found the Laxuidry (X), ]\rangle (O), Lamidresses' Office 
(Q), Drying-room (S), Ironing-rooms (R), and Servants' 
Bed-rooms (P). The Kitchen and Laundry are perfectly 
equipped with the most recent materials and implements. 
In the Wash-room is a five horse-power steam engine, for 
workins: the washins; machines and mano-le. Beneath it 
is the lioiler, in which Avater, that iloAvs to eveiy pai-t 
of the iDuilding, is heated hy a coil of iron Jiii^e, three 
hundred feet in length, filled Avith steam. In the oven 
of the bakeiy, near the ])oiler, Avhich is nine 1ia' tAA^elve 
feet in size, all the l>read and pastry are baked. 

NoAV let us go up to the second story, or principal 
floor. Here is ;i vestilnde (Y) at the main entrance, 
tAA^elve l)y tliirty feet in area; and opening into the cor- 
ridor (U), in front of a spacious doulde stairAvay and 
platform, AA'hich occu})y an area t-\venty-eight feet in de])th 
and thirty-eight feet in width. liefer to the plan of 

ir, 
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tliis floor on tlie opposite ])age as we j^o aloiiir, and you 
will have a clear idea of its oeeupatiou and uses. On 
both sides of the vestibide are tAvo parlors, each twenty- 
foTir liy forty-six feet in area, Avith slidinu' doors opposite 
each other. When all of these are thrown l)ack at one 




The Central Double Staikwav. 



time, there is presented an open space twenty-four feet in 
width, and more than one lumdred feet in length. Those 
on the right of the Vestil)ule (M, 31), ai'e the President's 
Parloi's ; and those on the left (L, L) ai'e the College 
Parlors. The President's house (N, X) adjoins his parlors, 
and extends from the first to the third story, inclusive. 

Adioininsr tlie Colleo-e Parhn's is the ^Medical Lecture- 
room (J), -wdiich is e(piip2)ed for instruction Avith skeletons 
of hoth sexes; a manikin, ca])alde ()f conijdete dissecticm ; 
dissectihle papier niciche models of tlie eye, ear, and other 
organs; excellent dried ])rei)arations, showing the distribu- 
tion of nerves and Idood-vessels ; and a good collection 



124 VASSAE COLLEGE 

of microscopic objects, to illustrate the minute anatomy of 
various structures. 

Crossing tlie corridor, we find four Eecitation-rooms 
(I, H, G, F), two on eacli side of tlie central stairway. 
Passing tlirougli tlie door seen in the picture, heueath the 
landing of the stairway, we enter the great Dining Hall 
(O), the area of "which is forty-five ]>y ninety-four feet. 
The ceiling, like the rest of this and the next story, is 
thirteen feet above the floor, and is supported by columns. 

On the riijht of the entrance is the Messentrer's room, 
in which is the only clock in the College, and by -wliioh 
all its prescribed internal movements are directed. In it 
is also an annunciator, connected with various official 
apartments, hy -which right direction is given to ans-\\"er 
a summons. In A'arious parts of the building, such as at 
each end of the four corridors, are electro-magnetic l)ells, 
connected -with a po-sverful batteiy in the Chemical Labora- 
torj'. The ^Messenger has an instrument in her I'oom, 
by which she can at any moment cause the ringing of 
one or all of these bells. Governed liy the prescriptions of 
a time table, she announces l)y a touch of the key of this 
instrument, causing the bells to ring, the time for rising ; 
for service in the Chapel ; for breakfast ; for the assem- 
bling of classes for instruction, and for the pertbrmance of 
all other prescribed duties at fixed periods of the day. 

In the Dining Hall four hundred persons may be seated 
at table. Back of it is the Car-s'ing-i'ooni (P), admiraT)ly 
equipped with steam apparatus for kc'e])ing every thing for 
the table warm. Xext to it is the Dish-pantry (Q). On 
the op])(isite side of a l)ack stair^vay is the sih-er and 
china room (K), with refi'igeratoi's in which, and for other 
purposes, five hundred tons of ice Avere consumed durino- 
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the first Collegiate year. The rooms S S are for the 
Steward's use. On this floor, also, are students' parlors 
and bed-rooms, the former indicated liy luunerals, from 28 
to 44, and the latter l)y the letters «, h, flud c, repeated. 
T T denote Professors' houses. 

We will go up the great stairway to the second floor, 




The Cuapel,- fkom the Gallery. 

or third storj', the plan of which is on the preceding page, 
and enter the Chapel (11), wliich is directly over the 
Dinhig Hall. It is the same in -width as the latter, and is 
ninety-one feet in length, with a galler}'. At its entrance 
are two ch)ak-ro()nis (S S), and at the rear is a semi- 
circidar vaulted iccess, in which are ])laced the organ, and 
seats in gallery form. In front of these is a platform for 
literary and nuisical exercises, and exhibitions by the 
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students. The Cliapel is iiently funiislied, Avitli cusliioned 
seats, and carpeted aisle and platform ; and si.\; luindred 
persons may Le comfortal )ly seated in it. Its gallery is 
supported hy l)rackets 1)elow it, and iron rods reaoliing 
dovnx from tlie arclied ceiling. At four points of tlic 
cornice, as in similar ])ositions 
in other rooms in the l)uilding, 
the initial of Mr. Vassar s name 
(Y.) is seen inclosed in an ara- 
l)esfpie scroll. In the rear of 

the Chapel, and inclosing tlie semi-circular recess, are 
]Music-rooms, numbered from 1 to 15. 

In front of the Organ, and covering it, is a co2)y of 
Kajihael's celebrated picture, entitled La Vierge de Foligno, 
made with great care b}" ]\Iiss Chui'ch, an American 
"woman, who has been for several years in Home. The 
original Avas painted hy command of Sigismund Conti of 
Foligno, who "was Seci'etary to Po])e Julius the Second. 
The story is, that liaving 1)een, as he supposed, miracu- 
lously saved fi-om a thunder-bolt, Sigismund vowed to 
consecrate a picture upon the altar of the Virgin Mary, 
to whose protecting care he attril)uted his salvation. In 
the iq^per part of the picture is seen the Virgin in glory, 
holdinsr the infant Jesus, and surroxmded by clouds and 
ano-els. On the earth, in tlie foreground, is a portrait of 
Sigisnuuid, who is introduced to the Virgin l)y Jerome, 
arrayed in the dress of a Cardinal. A figure in the atti- 
tude of ])rayer is intended for St. Francis, near whom 
stands St. Jolm the Bai)tist, who points to the Virgin. 
In tlie center is a little l)o}' with Avings, holding a tablet, 
on which might be pro])erly inscril)ed the Avords of St. 
Paul to the Athenians — " I perceive that in all things ye 
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are too superstitious." Tliis is one of the most celebrated 
of Kapliael's compositions, and an engraving of it forms 
tlie first illustration in the Musee Eoyale. The donor put 
it in a church in Rome, from which it ^vas afterward 
conveyed by his niece, Anna Conti, to the Chapel of the 
Nunnery of St. Anna, at Foligno, founded by the Conti 
family. It was among the pictures sent to Paris when 
Napoleon the First desi:)oiled Italy of its -\vorks of art. 
In 1815 it was sent back to Eome, and i:)laced in the 
gallery of the A'atican, where Miss Church co])ied it. 
That copy, ordered l)y President Jewett when he was in 
Rome, in 1S61, has been placed temporarily in the Chapel 
of Vassar College. 

On one side of the central stairway, on the floor we ai'e 
now exploring, is the room of the Lady Principal (oC), 
and on the other side, the apartment of the Matron (37). 
In the same relative position as on the floors lielo'w ^ve find 
the students' parlors and bed-rooms, the former numljei'ing 
from 44 to 68, and the latter indicated liy the three let- 
ters «, b, and c. The Professors' houses are also indicated 
l)y the letter T. Directly opposite the Chapel is the 
Library (P), thirty l)y thirty-five feet in area, and contain- 
ing at the present time a little over three thousand 
volumes. To these large additions will be made, until 
this portion of the working implements of the CoUeo-e 
shall be as perfect as any otliei'. 

Adjoining the Lil)rary, on one side, is the Lady Princi- 
pal's office (O), and next to it is her parlor. On the 
other side are the President's apartments (Q Q Q), and 
across the cori'idor, o])p()site, is his ofiice (X). Adjoining 
the Lady Principal's Parlor is the Cabinet of Xatiiral 
History (L), and on the ojiposite side of the corridor 
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is a Recitation-room ( K). The t'onuer, under the superin- 
tendence of the Professor of Natural History, lias become 
one of the most interestiuii; apai-tments in tlie Colle"-e. 

O J. O 

It contains a hu-ge and I'apidly increasing collection, among 
Avhicli are no^v several thousand specimens illustrating mam- 
mals, birds, reptiles, fishes, insects, erustacea, shells, echino- 
derms, acale])hs, corals, and sea-anemones. Tliis Cabinet has 
been enriched, Avhile these pages have been in ])repai'ation, 
by the enlightened generosity of J. P. (riraud, of Pough- 
keepsie, an amateur Ornithologist, who has presented his 
entire collection of Korth American birds to Vassar Col- 
lege, together Avith rare and valualde works on Orni- 
thology. This collection of birds of Xorth America is said 
to l)e ecpial to any in the world. It contains many speci- 
mens of which Audubon made dra^vin<>■s foi' his mami- 
ficent Avork entitled "Birds of America." Among these is 
the Great Auk, an acpiatic bird now sujjjiosed to })e ex- 
tinct. Yassar College AA'iil doubtless socm possess the 
most extensive and valuable museum of Xatiu-al Histoiy 
in the counti'y. 

Let us now go still higher, to the Third Floor, or 
Fourth Stoiy. Turning as l)efore at the platform, -we 
enter the gallery of the Chapel (R), at the end of Avhich 
are music-rooms, numbering from 16 to HI. At the 
entrance to tlie gallery are t^'o cloak-rooms (S S) ; and 
on each side of the great stairway is a recitation-room 
(O and P). Fxtending along the corridor each ^v■d\, Ave 
see students' parloi-s, numbering fi'om (lU to !•.">, Avith bed- 
rooms a, b, and c. At the southeastern angle of this 
floor are the Physician's room (U), the Inflrmary (Q), 
and Convalescents' room (V). These are delightfully situ- 
ated, more than tifty feet from the gi'onnd, and over- 

17 
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look tlie most pleasiii": rural scenery. The view on 
the ea.st is terminated 1>3' high cultivated hills, and on 
the south by the Wue line of the Fish Kil mountains, 
twenty miles distant.' These rooms are Avell lifrhted and 
ventilated, and present in their internal asjiect, and scenes 
from the windoAVs, niuch to please the eye and cheer the 
spirits of an invalid. On this floor, also, the Professors" 
houses are indicated Ly the letters T T. 

Opposite the gallery of the Cha]")el is the entrance 




Tjie x\rt Gallery. 

to the Art Gallery. This admits us to a room thirty 
feet in width and ninety-six feet in length, lighted fi'om a 
dome in the center that rises about forty feet above the 
floor, a sky-light in each ^vmg, and Avindows along the 
western fr(->nt of the College. In a greater portion of 
the apartment, the Avails, from the floor Avell up toAvard 
the cornice, are hung Avith pictures, all adapted by theii- size 
and character to the pur])oses of instruction. This room 
is in charge of the Professor of DraAving and Painting. 
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The first proixiineut object tliat meets the eye on enter- 
ing tliis fine gallery is a full-length portrait of the Foundei', 
painted by Charles Elliott, by order of the Trustees. Imme- 
diately below and in front of the poi'trait ma}' be seen a 
marble bust of the Founder, life size, l)y ]\Ii's. Laura S. 
Hofmann, of Poughkeepsie, "who foiined the model from 
life, Ayhile the early pages of this ]\Iem(nr Ayere jjassing 
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through the press. On the Avails on each side of the 
portrait are groups of ancient armor, of much historical 
interest. That helmet coA-ered Avitli foiled o^old came 
from Spain; and the other, crested l)y a bird, surmounted 
the tondj of a family in England, now extinct. That 
halberd l)elonged to the French King Francis the First, 
and his arms are etched on the spear-])oint. Look into 
this cuirass, and you Avill see tlie names of seyeral of 
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Cromweirs most noted battles. In tliose, tliis shield for 
the breast and l)ack was used. Here are s\\ords, and 
gauntlets, and spurs, worn by ancient kni^lits ; but ^ve 
may not stop to consider in detail all that we see in 
this room. As we enter, Ave obsei've on our right a 
large number of oil paintings, and on our left, a greater 
number made Avith Avater-colors and blackdead pencils; 
and here and there about the room are students copying 
pictures, under the direction of the Ai't Professor. Let 
lis sit doAvn and learn the names of the 2:)ictures, and 
of the artists avIio made them, from this 

CATALOGUE OF THE ART GALLERY OF VASSAR COLLEGE. 



OIL PAIXTIXGS. 



1 The Wreck Ashore. IT Bneov. 

2 A Western IIuntt,'r. J. Crair/oi'd TJimn. 

3 Landseaiie. W. II. Oihlie. 

4 The ITpper Meadows, ^orth Conway, lluhhard. 

5 " Behold the Man." 

6 A Lesson for the Lazy. II' //. Serin!. 

7 Meadows and Mountains at Bethel. S. UT 

Griggs. 
S The Duck Shooter. W. Eiinneij. 
9 Sunset at Lancaster, N. II. A. D. Sliattuck. 

10 Ticonderoga in Winter. T. L. Smith. 

11 Sunrise on the Bernese Aljis. S. li. Giffiyrd. 

12 Santasket Beach. K" // Gay. 

13 Don Quixote's Attack on the. Windmills. J. 

Cratc/ord Tfiom. 

14 Assumption of the Virgin. 

15 Summer in South America. F. E. Church. 

16 Afternoon near Lake Geortre. J. II' Ciixileiir. 
IT Chocorua Lake and Mountain. .1. />. ShiitfiirK: 
IS Mornins over Xcw York. C. If. Jloon: 

10 Glaiuis Castle. Williiim Hart. 

20 Dessert Delicacies. li. Cnllinn. 

21 Interior of St. Ccrmain des Pr;--;. Paris, niiral. 
2-2 Caught ill the Act. '/; //. Mattexon. 

23 M. Angrelo and his Master-pieces. J. W. Xhnin- 

ger. 

24 Tln-ouKh the Woods. -I. R Diirand. 

2j "Where the streamlet sinjrs in rural. ioy." .1. 
B. Durand. 

26 Down the Hudson to West Point. <'. II. .Vour,'. 

27 The Culprit Fay. Grnrrje Bniir/liton. 
23 Turkish Interior. Diaz. 

29 The Baron's Tomb. Jtii/fer. 



Sacred S<ini:. I.otiin Lang. 

EveriiniT at Pa'stuin. J. F. Cropney. 

The Wild New Eniland Shore. William IlaH. 

The Wi'eath of Xature. 7i: F. Ridiard«. 

Nature's Nook. Jtimen Hart. 

Home airain from a Foreign Shore. Gigtioitx. 

Berkley Kock at Newport J. F. KenMtt. 

Autumn in North xVmerica. F. E. Church. 

Birds in the Bushes. ..1. F. Tait. 

Tuckerman's Ravine. S. Cofmitn. 

Morning on the Coast of Sicily. J. F. Cropftetf. 

Evening in Vermont F. E. Church. 

liobinson praying for the Pilgrims about to 

embark for Holland. Fdwiii White. 
IMpley Falls. B. Ciiampueti. 
CelUntiu his Studio. And Her. 
Deer in a Dell. .1. F. Tait. 
View from Lead ^line Iiridi:e. 
The Old Elm by the; Kiver Sid. 
Sunset in Italy, 

JtihiiHon. 
"lloslyn" — Bryaiifs W 

liichariltt. 
" Sunnyside " — Irvinsr's Home. 

Iiiciiardn. 
Sketch of Madonna and (.'liild, 

Locku'ood. 
The Irish Shepherd. George Jlnrelaiid. 
The Miser. liCiidirandt Locl'tcoud. 
Group from the Villasre Festival. 5/> liar 

Wilkie. 
Near Swallow's Cave. Nahant. .< 11'. Griggs. 
Chief Justice Marshall. i»'. Jlartiii. 



Wiliiam Hart. 
A. J. Ilelloirs. 
with Vesper Procession, I>. 

lence. T. Addison 

T. Addison 

liemhrandt 
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^T Thetis bringing Armnr to AchiUps. Jlt-njiniiiii j 92 

Wes:f. " I 03 

5^ Eainy Day near '^^'e^t Point, ircnrrte Broitfih- 04 

ton. : 05 

."iO Interior of a Harn. Jfttrrtix }Vtitfr'jnfnK 1 OlJ 

fiO Afternoon on the Androscoirain. jT/'iirv J. i 

Fei'ffifnoii . I 

f.l The I'l.perConnerliout. A. P. Rhrilfiick: \ 

(V2 Crystal Caseacle. Himier iliirtin. : 97 

fi3 Clierry Monntain and Fmnconia Ilanire. **^. Z. 

Gerry. 
M Glen Ellis Fall. Ifmner Martin. 
C") The Lover of Pictures. J. Cravford Tliom. 
0(> Antnninal Eve at Valombros.a. Tlinrniin Crttf. 
Cu Count I'irolino and Family in the Dnnireon of 

Starvation. Atonzo Cfnipppt. 
r>S Mts. Maiiistm and Ailanis. from Milan .-t/f^- 

anfter Wtht. 
m The I'l.per Palisade. C. II. .Vtmrf 

70 The Visitation iLuke i. Mn-'ni). .\t't,T J!iipl"iel 
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'2S1 OM Greenwich. J. Sahnon. 

2^■2 Nnrman Tower an<l Mill. Oxford. Le Keiix, 

2^3 Etfjn College. Le Keuj-. 

•254 Chivalry. Louia Darn/. 

'255 Classic Kuin by Moonlight. T. O. Fiiic^i. 

'2SG Xestley Abbey by Torclili:.'ht. J. E. Buckley. 

2S7 Fortitude. Eufiene Dehrcroij'. 

2SS Deer in Devonshiro rark. C. Peiu-nnv. 

2S9 Sea Shore and Mtmastic Ruins. Salmon. 

290 Sterlins Castle, and the field of Bannuckburn. 

291 The Church at Stoke, near Windsor. Croydon. 

292 Ceriie, Switzerland. J. J/. IT'. Turner. 

293 Bacharaeh. on the Ehinc. Turner. 

294 Pass of St. Bernard. Turner. 

295 Sandy Knuwennd Smailholin Tower. Turner. 

296 Tomb of Henry HI., Westminster Abbey. 

Scdndrett. 

297 lieadin^' the Lcfrend. Karl Jhtrtiuann. 

29S Cadir Iris and Snowdoti. North Wales. Copley 
Fielding. 

299 Ruined Castle above Baden-Baden. Wyld. 
3U0 C.Tsar's Tower. Essex. Georfje Tripp. 

301 Interior of St. Mark's, Venice. Ijtke Price. 

302 Sketch of Church and Bay at Nujjles. John 

Rusk in. 

303 Lucerne, Switzerland. T. Itidmrdnon. 

304 Tower Hi!!, London. Le Kvuj:. 
3*).') Bay Window. Front. 

300 St. Stei)hen's Chnreh, London. Pufjiii. 
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This catalogue reveals, in a degree, the treasures of 
the Art Gallery of Vassar College. These may only be 
estimated after considering the further record, that the 
j^ictui'es are accompanied by almost a thousand volumes 
illustrative of the Fine Arts, some of them the most 
rare and valuable ever published. Scattered through this 
library, in bound folios, are thousands of original water- 
color sketches, pencil drawings, and engravings, from the 
hands of some of the most eminent modern artists. The 
collection is particularly rich in architectural drawings, 
especially such as illustrate ecclesiology, in all its forms 
of church and cathedral structure and decoration, in 
Great Britain and -on the Continent. A large portion 
of these drawings are from the immense treasure of this 
kind that belonged to the late venerable antiquary, and 
author of more than eighty illustrated works, John 
Britton, wlio permitted the collector of the books and 
pictures in the Art Gallery of Vassar College to draw 
from them Avithout stint. John Le Keux, many of whose 
works are in this collection, led him to rich stores; and 
other friends abroad, like Samuel Rogers, the poet. Sir 
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Charles Barry, John Riiskiu, Bariug Brothers, and others, 
kindly gave him their efficient assistance. 

The collection of Avater-color pictures is, without doubt, 
superior to any other in this country. In- a note to the 
author of this Memoir, the collector says : " Almost eveiy 
gi-eat hand that huilt the finest school of -svater-color on 
earth is represented in the Vassar College collection ; 
many of the present age l>y "works ordered for it." 
Among these Avater-color pictures are foiir sketches by 
Tiirner, one of Avhicli lias a peculiar value, l^ecause it con- 
tains the work of three eminent contempoi-ary artists 
on one small piece of paper. It is a sketcli of the Pass 
of St. Bernard (-94), which is engraved in Rogers's Italy. 
The landscape is by Turner; a dead body in the snow 
is by Charles Stothard; and the two dogs, wliicli appear 
a little outside of the picture, are from pencil sketches by 
Sir Edwin Landseer. 

It would be a delight to go through this library 
and about the galleiy, and examine in detail the most 
celebrated of the works before us. But this Ave may 
not do, and Ave must be contented Avith stopping a feAV 
minutes to enjoy the most remarkable. Amono- the 
"elephant folios," elegantly bound, Ave find the Musee 
Royale and the Musee Frangaise ; engraA-ings and descrip- 
tions of the pictures, statues, bas-reliefs, and cameos in the 
gallery- of the Pitti Palace, in Florence; illuminated 
hooks of the middle ages; Carter's Ancient Sculpture 
and Painting in England; Coltman's Architectural Anti- 
quities of Normandy; Britton's Exeter Cathedral, in 
Avhich are Ijouud iip the original draAvings by Wyatt, 
from Avhich all tlie engravings of the Avork A\'ere made; 
Knight's Ecclesiastical Architecture of Italy ; Royal Gallery 
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of Britisli Art ; Gallery of Vienna ; (lallery of tlie Duke 
of Orleans, and man}- others of great value and rarity. 

Among the works of art is a perfect copy, l>y the 
electrotype process, of the celeln-ated silver dish no\v in 
possession of the King of Prussia, on Avhich is delineated. 




Battle of tue Amazons. 

by a wonderful grouping of figures in low relief^ the 
story of the Battle of the Amazons, Avhich employed 
the <''enius of Rubens and othei- masters. The early 
history of this dish is luikno^vii. More than twenty- 
years ago, it ^\'as found in the hands of an anti(iuary 
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in Cologne, and Avas purchased hy tlie Prussian monarch 
for about twelve thousand dollars. It bears internal 
evidence of having been made full three hundred years 
ago, l»y Benvenuto Cellini, avIio was a favorite of Cosmo 
de Medici, the Grand Duke of Tuscany, and ranks high 
as a sculi^tor, and as the greatest medalist the Avorld 
has ever seen. Xone but an artist possessed of his 
ti'enius could have A\TOuo;ht the dish whose ornamentation 
is given in outline in the sketch on the foregoing page. 

That story of the Battle of the Amazons is found 
among the most ancient of the classic fictions. It I'epre- 
sents a community or nation of women, athletic, fully 
developed, and warlike, giving offensive or defensive liattle 
to^ men -whenever occasion recpiired. Like all others of 
those old fictions, it Avas intended to illustrate some 
physical or moral jDOAver, and, like them, it has greatly 
taxed the ingenuity of antiquaries to explain its hidden 
meaning. None belicA'e it to l)e an historical fact. Some 
suppose it to repi'esent the conquest of one foi'in of 
I'eligion OA^er another, and especially the spread of the 
Avorship of the Ephesian Diana OA'er the then knoAvn 
^vorld ; Avhile others believe that it personated the right 
of Avoman to contend for equality AA^th man, and typified 
her final victory. We Avill accept the latter interpreta- 
tion, and regard the great metal plate hanging in its 
Art Gallery as the typical shield of Yassar College, the 
first fully armed clnan]:)ion of the right of Avonian to all 
the knoAvledge that man may possess. 

Among the pictures aroiuid us are many Avhose history 
is exceedingly interesting. Tf you Avish to learn it, look 
into that black-covered Manuscriiit Cataloyue Ivine there 
])repare(l by the collector of the pictures and 1)ooks. 
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Who is lie { you may iiiquiri'. He is the Reverend 
Elias L. Magoou, D. D., a flerg\auaii in Albany, Xew 
York, of the Bajrtist denomination, and one of the Trus- 
tees of this College. For nearly a dozen years he was 
assiduous at home and abroad, as means and opi)oi'tunity 
offered, in making this collection. AVhen the gallery 
was finished, the proper committee A\^ondered how thev 
shoidd cover its bare avails with appr()])riate implements 
of education in art. Their desires -were more than satis- 
tied Avheu the generous Founder gave Di; Magoon t-wa^ntN 
thousand dollars for his treasures, and presented them to 
the Trustees oi the Institution. Thiis miinificence, acting 
in unison A^dth the previous laltors of taste, has given to 
Vassar College the means for instruction in art possessejd 
))y no other seminary of learning in this country. 

We have lingered long in the Art Gallery; let us lunv 
go up to the attic floor, and seai'ch for objects of intei'est 
there. Around this oj)en court are (mly baggage-rooms (C); 
and. a little to the Avestward are students' parlors, num- 
bering from iXj to lUO, with tAvo bed-rooms each. At the 
extremity of the long passage over the Chapel, on the right, 
are Vt)cal jMusic rooms (E E), and on the left are DraAving 
Studios (D D), where the elements of art are taught, and 
for whi(;h purpose drawings and plaster casts are furnished 
in abundance. In each of the toAvers {F F), at the inner 
angle formed bv the center building and the Avings, and 
over this floor, is an innnense Avater-tauk, and three others 
are nearer the center. From them, in a manner that Avill 
be mentioned ])resently, about twenty thousand gallons 
of pure Avatei- aiv distril)Ute(l thi'ough the biiilding each 
day. In the extremities of the wings on this flooi' are the 
servants' rooms ((t (t). 
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Looking around this floor, yon -would little suspect the 
treasures of science it ccnitains, in the two rooms marked 
A and B on the phin. These are the CaV)inets of Geology, 
Mineralogy, and Litliology, and present one of the most 
complete and hest arranged collections of specimens of 
rocks, minerals, and fossils, in the country. The Litho- 
logical Cahinet is nineteen liy tweuty-one feet in area; 
that of (Tcology and Mineralogy is twenty-ff)ur hy 
seventy-live feet. The latter is a most attractive place for 
the general observer as Avell as the ])liilosopher. The first 
ol)ject that meets the eye as you enter, is the m()del of 
an immense fossil Armadillo (Schi-sfo-pleurum), foiuid neai' 
Buenos Ayres, whose length, including the head and tail, 
is eight feet six inclies, and its height nearly five feet. It 
is seen in the center of the room in the accompanying 
jncture. The body and tail of the original are at Dijon, 
in Fi-ance, and the liead is in the Garden of Plants, in 
Paris. This division of the treasure is the result of a com- 
promise between t^vo claimants to the possession (jf the 
whole fossil. The model of the head -was procured for 
Vassar College only one year ago. 

The ari-angement of the sjiecimens in these cabinets 
has l)een made Avith special reference to instruction. 
The Cabinet of Mineralogy is so compiled as to tirst 
illustrate all tlie elementary questions of the science, such 
as relate to the structure, growth, form, and external 
features of minerals ; and thus 2)resents, in a systematic 
collection, all the Avell-kn( )wn and important mineral 
species ^vliicli are met Avitli in nature in all parts of the 
world. The prominent features of this cabinet appear 
under four sections : the first illustrating Crystallography ; 
the second, the Physical Properties of Minerals; the third. 
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a Working Collection; and the foiirtli, a Systematic Collec- 
tion. The first section shows several series of natural 
and artificial ciystals. The second section is divided into 
nine series : the first trivins examples of kinds and deojrees 
of the luster of minerals ; the second, their colors and 
shades of color; the third, their diaphaneity or degree of 
transmission or inten-uption of light ; the foui-th illustrates 




Cabinet of Geology and "Misehalogy. 



the refi-action and polarization of light in various minerals ; 
the fifth, their phosphorescence; the sixth, their electrical 
and magnetical proj^erties; the seventh, their degrees of 
specific gravity; the eighth, a scale of their hardness; and 
the ninth, the variety of their taste and odor. 

The third, or Working Section, contains al)out fifteen 
hundred specimens of minerals, intended fur close examina- 
tion Ly the students in every variety of experiment. The 
fourth section, or Systematic Collection, consists of about 
two thousand s])ecimens, classified according to Dana's 
system of Mineralogy. It includes alxnit six Imndred 



AND ITS fou:ndek. 145 

varieties, represented liy several specimens, including the 
crystallized and amorplious condition. Eacli specimen is 
neatly arranged npou a l^lock and labeled. The detached 
crystals ai'e in part mounted on upright Lrass holders, the 
name, form, etc., heing inscribed on the pedestal beneath. 

The Cabinet of Geology consists of about four thousand 
specimens of rocks, fossils, etc., arranged in several distinct 
sections. The first section is a Lithological collection, in 
•which are represented about five hundred sjiecimens of 
a,ll the known varieties of rocks, arranged in complete 
illustration of the science of Lithology, and representative 
of the mineral masses Avhich constitute tlie crust of oiu- 
globe. These are ari'anged in twelve distinct series. The 
second section is a Paleontoloo'ical collection, in which are 
over three hiuidi'ed s]>ecimens of fossils, shoAving all the 
important types of animal life, as recorded in " God's elder 
Scriptures," -^^Titten on the crust of the earth. These are 
arranijed on blocks of A\^ood and labeled. The fossils 
of each Geological ej^joch are carefully grouped Avitli a 
determinate Zoological order, and sho^w the types and spe- 
cies of animal life which characterized each epoch. In 
this manner, assisted by plaster casts of the larger and i-arer 
fossils, a comprehensive view is given of the features of 
each period. 

For the pur2:)ose of further illustrating the whole science 
of Geology, the Cabinet contains about fifty Geological 
charts and landscapes, intended to show the succession of 
strata and tlie groups of animal and vegetable life in each 
of the j^eriods. Some of these pictures show the forms of 
such strange animals, tliat it is no ^vonder Lucretius wrote, 
with excited imagination, after seeing (as Ave may fairly 
believe he did) the skeleton of one of them — 
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" Hence, doubtless, earth prodigious forms at first 
Gendered, of face and members most grotesque ; 
Monsters — lialf iiian, half woman — sliapes unsound, 
Footless and handless, void of months or eye, 
Or, from misjunction, maimed of limb with limb.'' 

This Cabinet is also funiislied Avitli models, in relief, 
of noted volcanoes, and wooden models illustrating tlie 
various phenomena of stratification, faults, etc. These cabi- 
nets, Avhich so completely illustrate the Avhole science of 
Geology, were collected and thus admirably arranged by 
Professor H. A. Ward, of Eochester, New York, and 
■\vere jinrchased of him for Yassar College. 

"VYe have now visited every part of the College edifice, 
fi'om the cellar to the attic ; let us see ^\'hat Ave may find 
of interest outside of it. 




TuE Observatokt. 






Yonder, about eight hundred feet northeast of the 
College Iniilding, is the Observatory, already mentioned, 
standing on the suuunit of a rocky knoll, at the eastern 
vei-ge of the Campus of seventy acres. Its foundations are 
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about ten feet above the general level of tbe plain, Avliich 
is two liunJred feet liiglier than the Huds(ni Eiver. Come I 
Ave may explore it ^vith a ceiiainty of being Avell rewanled. 
Follow into this crypt-like entrance, and i:p this nar- 
row stairway. This is the room in which are the Astrono- 
mical Clock, and the Chronograph connected with it, for 
recording observations. IIo^v pleasantly we are greeted 
by this venerable man, the fatlier of the Professor of 
Astronomy in Vassar College, avIio first taught lier young 
eyes how to explore the heavens — 

" Far as tlie Solar Walk or Milky AVay," 

and her young mind to grasji the idea that startled tlie 
poet when he said : — 

" How distant some of those nocturnal siinsl 
So distant, says the sage, 't were not ahsurd 
To doubt, if beams set out at Nature's birth 
Ai'e yet arrived at this so foreifcn world; 
Though nothing half so rapid as their flight!" 

We are fortunate in havins: a friend so kind and 
competent to show us the instruments and explain their 
uses. With the descriptions given us l)y Professor Fairai', 
under whose direction the Observatory Avas built and 
equipped, this visit may be made A'ery interesting and 
instructive. The accompanying diagram, kindly furnished 
by him, illustrates the meridian section and the ground- 
plan of the Observatory. The Ijuilding consists, in alti- 
tude, of a l:)asement, principal story, and dome ; and in 
area, of an octagonal center and three Avings. In the 
diagram of the meridian section, A A indicate the ter- 
race ; B, the native rock ; and C, the surface of the 
plain. In the ground plan, D indicates a stairway lead- 
ing up to a flat roof; E, the Transit room ; F, the Prime 
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Vertical room; G, tlie Clock and Clironograpli room; II 
and K, tlie Clock and Clironograpk piers; M, the Equa- 
torial room ; X, an open stone platform, and O, a 
covered stone platform. The scale is forty-eight feet to 
an inch. The octagon is twenty-six feet from face to 




Meridian Section. 



Ground Plan. 



face, and is surmounted by a dome twenty-five feet seven 
inches in extreme diameter. The wings are all of one size 
and form, Vjeing each twenty-one by twenty-eight feet in 
extreme dimensions, making the entire length of the 
building eighty-two feet. 

The l^asement of the wino;s is nine feet in heio-ht, 
but the floor of the octagon (which is of tlie same 
external height) is four and a half feet above the 
con-esponding floors of the Avings. The vertex of the 
dome is thirty-eight feet above the foundation. Its foi-m 
is a hemisphere, upon a cylinder of two feet altitude. 
All the walls of the building are of brick, and the 
piers for instruments, of stone. The platforms are made 
of large flag-stone, and the railings and stairways, of 
iron. The walls of the octagon are solid, A^arving in 
tliickness, and afford a cylinder of gi'eat sta])ilitv. Those 
(if the Avings ai'e hollow. The dome is constructed of 
ribs of pine, resting on a circular plate of the same 
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material, and is covered -syitli heavy f^heet-tin. Upon 
another circular wooden i)late, l)olted to the top of the 
cylindrical wall, it is made to revolve very easily l)y 
an arrangement of sixteen cast-iron jinlleys, nine inches 
in diameter, running on a circular track of iron. Half 
of them are grooved, and the remainder are onl\' friction 
rollers. There is a contrivance of Avlieels and crank, Ly 
which a force of only ten pounds is reipiired to move 
the great dome, that weighs a ton and a lialf The open- 
ing in the dome for the Ecjuatorial is twenty inches. 

The east or Transit Aving, and north <^r Prime Vertical 
■\ving, have each a slit in the Avails and I'oof, twenty 
inches Avide, for instrumental observations. The south or 
Clock and Cln-onograph Aving is furnished Avith apparatus 
to keep those instruments in a proper temperature in 
Avinter. 

There are tiA-e stone piers, huilt up from the natiA^e 
rock to the 2)rinci2)al floors, on Avhich the instruments 
rest. These piers are all disconnected at cA-ery point 
from the Avails and floors of the Iniilding, so that they are 
as immoA^able hy Avind or any mechanical force as the 
rock on Avhicli they stand. The most massive of these 
is the Equatorial pier, Avhich tajiers ujiAvard. The base 
is eight and a half l)y nine and a half feet in area, 
and it is thirteen and a half feet in height. Upon this 
rests a ffrauite shaft that holds the great instrument. 
The tAvo shafts for the Transit and Meridian Circle ai'e 
of Onondao;a limestone; those for the Prime Vertical are 
of Avliite Westchester marble; and the l)ases of the Clock 
and Chronograph are mottled DoA-er marble. The roots 
of the AAdngs, on to Avhich the students go for observa- 
tions, are surrounded by substantial iron railings. 
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Sucli is the Observatory building. Now let us look 
at tbe instruments, and learn tlieir structure and uses. 
Tliis xlstronomical Clock and the Chronogi-ajih connected 
with it are very perfect instruments, manufactured in the 
establishment of William Bond & Sons, in Boston. The 
clock dial warns us not to linger too long here ; so 
pass up the short flight of steps to the floor under the 
great revolving dome, which the strength of a little child 
may move. Here is the great Equatorial Refractor, 
second only, when it was mounted, to three in the United 
States in the size of its object-glass, which Avas thoroughly 
tested and highly approved by Professor Itutheiford. The 
exceptions were the great telescopes at Cambridge, at 
Hamilton College, and at the Dudley Observatory. This 
is the last large instrument of the kind made Ijy 
the late Henry Fitz. The diameter of the object-glass 
is twelve inches and three-eighths, clear aperture ; and 
its focal length sixteen and a half feet. The hour- 
circle is eig^hteen inches in diameter, and reads l)y ver- 
niers to four seconds of time. The declination-circle 
is twenty inches in diameter, and I'eads by A-erniers to 
thirty seconds of arc. The instrument has nine nega- 
tive eye-pieces, of powers ranging from flfty to fifteen 
hundred, for direct observation ; also a supeiior finding 
telescope, whose object-glass is three inches in diameter. 
A driving clock, V)y Avhich the oljject is kept cc^nstautly 
in the field of view of the telescope, is attached to the 
mounting. Other valual>le appurtenances ai-e a Ring 
jMicrometer, of diameter appropriate to the field of the 
instrument ; a large position Filar ^licrometer, provided 
with eight positixe eye-pieces, and so constructed that 
eithei' the field or the wires niav be illuminated at 
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pleasure, and a Spectroscope, for tlie examination of tlie 
various spectra from celestial objects. In the adjoining 
room, at tlie east, -wliicli is readied hy a descent of 
a few steps, is the Transit and :\Ieridian Circle, ^vitli 
a telescope of such power that it has revealed to the 
eye of the observer the time-star delta Ursa IMinoris, of 
the fifth magnitude, at ten o'clock in the morning. The 




FiKST Astronomical Obsekvation at Vassau College. 

first observation with this instrument made by students 
of Vassar College, under the directions of Miss Mitchell, 
was the meridian passage of Aldebaran, on a bright 
autumnal day, as a part of a class exercise. One of the 
students knelt, -with her eye to the glass, -watching the 
star as it passed behind the threads in the focus of the 
instrument, Avliile her com])anion noted the time by a chro- 
nometer on -^-idiich she -\\^as looking, Avlien the star seemed 
to touch those threads. So interesting Avas the scene, that 
a few weeks later, -\7hen a photograjiher -was at the 
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College, a siin-picture of tlie two pupils and tlie instru- 
ment, in the same position, was made at tlie request of 
the Pi'ofessor of xVstrononn'. 

The Transit and Meridian Circle is of the same size, 
jDattern, and adjustments as that made !>}' the same 
manufacturers (William J. Young ct Sons, of Philadel- 
phia) for the National Observatory at Washington City. 
The telescoj)e is five feet six inches in length, and has 
an ohject-glass four inches in diameter. The two circles 
are each thirty inches in diameter. That used as a 
finder for the Transit reads ^vith -vernier to min- 
utes. The Meridian Circle reads with foiu- microsco2)es 
to two seconds of arc. It is furnished Avith a Collima- 
tion Micrometer, measuring to -\vithiu six-tenths (.)f a 
second of ai'c, and Ijy estimation to six-hundredths of a 
second ; with a level shoAvino- a chauire so small as to 
seven seconds of arc. An iron reversing!: stand serves 
not only for adjusting the instrument, but also as a 
safe carriage, to transfer it to the piers in the Prime 
Vertical room, in the Noi-th wing, Avhere are du2)licates 
of all the fixed mountings, the same instrument heino- 
used for both kinds of observations. 

We have no\v considered all of the instruments, and 
their special uses. Let us ascend this short flight of 
steps from the Equatorial Room to the well-guarded flat 
roof, on Avhich the students make Avide observations of 
the heavens "with unaided vision. To us, -\vitlumt teacher 
or instrument, and standing in tliis l)right suuliylit, we 
see nothhig more intei'esting from this elevated point 
tlnm a serene sky, a pleasant panorama of rural beauty, 
and the great College liuilding and its deiu'udencies. 

Southwai'd of iis rises the Cvnuiasium, to M-hich we 
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will now go, passing on the Avay tlic Steam and Gas 
house, seen a little in the distance in the i)ictnre of the 
Observatory, on page 14('.. It is three hnndred and fifty 
feet east of the College building, and is used for genera- 
ting materials for heating and lighting it. Fom- boilers, 
Avhose furnaces constune about fotirteen hundred tons of 
coal in a year, send steam sufficient through an iron main 
to give to the entire College 1)uilding a teni[)erature not 
lower than sixty-iive degrees Fahi-enheit. From mains in 
its cellars, the steam is conveyed in felted pi])es along 
the corridors of the first flocn-, from wliich go bi-anches 
to every part of the linilding. In a similar manner gas 
is conveyed to and distribiited through the building. 




The ItiDixG School. 



The Gymnasium is a s])acioiis edifice on a gentle 
eminence, and contains I'ooms for a Riding School, Calis- 
thenics, and Iiowling Alley; a Music Ilall, Stables, apart- 
ments for five families, and rooms foi- a vai-iety of other 
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purposes not connected -witli the main use of tlie builJ- 
ino;. It is ivreo-ulai' in form. Its o-reatest Avidtli is one 
hundred and thirty feet, and its entire depth one hundred 
and forty-five feet. The Kiding School room is sixty by 
one hundred and twenty feet in area and forty-six feet 
in liei^ht, and is Avell lig-hted and ventilated. Plerein 
the pupils are taught how to enjoy the pleasure and 
l)enetits of one of the most exhilaratino; modes of out- 
of-door exercise, which is too little practiced l)y women 
in all lands, and especially in our o^^^l. It is a ne^\• 
thing under the sun to haA^e a riding-school a jDai-t of 
the instrumentalities of a seminaiy for the education t)f 
Young Women. In this, as in other things, Yassar Col- 
lege is a pioneer in a good work. It has been ti'om the 
be2:innin£i; an earnest desire of the Founder to have 
jihysical training a prominent feature of the institution, 
and every necessary provision has been made for that 
object. 

The hall fijr the practice of Calisthenics is thirty 
feet in Avidtli and eighty feet in length, and is thoroughly 
equipped Avith CA-erj^ implement used in the system of 
Dr. Dio LeAAds. Here, in appropriate and convenient 
costume, the pupils are instructed in the scientific use 
of their AA^hole physical frame, in a manner tliat gives 
pleasure and tends to impart health and vigor to the 
sj'stem, and grace and ease to motion. "\Ye may not 
over-estimate tlie importance of this part of education 
Avliich is now being introduced into tlie best schools of 
our countr}'. It is a hopeful revival of that ancient Avis- 
dom that gave to Phidias and Apelles models for their 
excpiisite delineation.-? (one in mai'l)le, the other on canvas) 
of the mother of Love of the old Greek mythology. 
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Grymuastic exercises seem to liave been as old as the 
Greek nation itself, and tliey gave to the body that 
healthy and l>eautiful development by T,vliidi thev excelled 
all other nations, an'd imparted to their minds that 
power and elasticity Avhicli ^vill ever be admired in all 




The CALisTUENrc Hall. 

their productions. In the rapidly gro-\ving popularity of 
physical training of both sexes in this country, is a 
bright promise for the future strength of our people. 

Physical exercise at Yassar College is not confined to 
in-door movements. There are opportunities for garden- 
inof on the broad domain. Durin^r hoius of I'elaxation 
from study, knc^ts of cro(|uet-players may l)e seen at accus- 
tomed places. Horseback riding on the road is jiracticed ; 
and strolls over the adjacent coiuitry, under the lead of 
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tutov:^, in seavoh of (reoloo-ical or Botanical knowledge, ov 
the ohtainintr of specimens (^f natural history, or for sketch- 
hiff from nature, are frefjTient in fine Aveather ; ^vhile ^\'alk- 
ing al)out the 1>eautiful o-rounds, — grooving more beautiful 
every daA', — and roAving on ^Mill Cove Lake in Summer, 
and skating on its icy surface in Winter, make up the sum 
of exercise in open air. In the accompanying sketch, Pi-o- 
fessor A^an Inuen has given us a pleasing picture of tlie 
out-of-door costiuue ff>r riding, strolling, and crocpiet-play- 
ing of the first students of Yassar College. 




COSTU.ME OF TUE FiRST STUDENTS OF VASSAR COLLEGE. 

We liave lingered long in the buildings ; liut let us 
now go out and enjf)y the fresh air, and the natural beau- 
ties of the College grounds, before I'e-entering the main 
edifice, and observing the aiTangement, duties, and labors 
of the Avorking force Avithin it. We Avill ])ass out of this 
stately gateAvay (see page 109), almost a thousand feet 
from the C(.)llege l)uilding, into the pidilic I'oad that sepa- 
rates the Campus from the Vegetable Crarden AVestward of 
it. Its size is twenty-three by fifty-five feet, with a car- 
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riage-way of Uvemy-ihrn- feet. It iuclndes a dwelling ou 
each side, and is huilt of tlie same sort of materials, and 
in the same general style, as the Colleuv edifice. 

Turn to the left, anM follo^\• this pleasant ^\-ind^nL^ i'<>a<l 
down to 3Lill Cove Lake, a l)ea\itiful sheet of Avater on 




Mill Cove Lake in Summer. 

the College grounds, ^withoiit an inlet, for it is suj^plied hv 
springs. Along its margin, near the I'oad, ai-e some vene- 
rable and ])icturesque Avillo'w trees, scarred by age and 
tempests. On one side of the lake is a slo2je, fiinged at 
the Abater's edge "with shrul)bery and rushes, and on the 
opposite side is a bank covered "with evergreen and deci- 
duous trees. The bosom of the tiny lake often presents 
scenes of great animation at all seasons. In the Smumer 
it is dotted Avith boats, in Avhich students are engaged in 
the healthful exercise of roAviuo-, Avhile at the little Avharves 
of plank, grou])s of expectants are waiting their turn to 
enjoy the ])leasure. In the "Winter, Avhen, as Job says, "the 
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waters are liid as \vitli a stone, and the face of tlie deep 
is frozen," the same students cover it witli skatei's. The 
water is always jDellucid ; always inflowing and outflow- 
ing; and never jDresents any evidence of stagnation. 

On the opposite side of the road is the Pnmp-house 
(once a mill), the machiner}' in -which sends tAventy thou- 
sand gallons of jjure water every day to the great tanks 
in the attic of the College edifice, and a sufiicienc}' for use 
in the other buildings on the grounds. The Avater passes 
from the lake along an iron pipe into two inunense filters, 
through which it percolates rapidly into a receiver. From 
this reservoir it is i^mnped through pipes, l)y either steam 
or water power, in a continually ascending stream, about 




The Pump-house and its Surkoundings. 

twenty-three liundred feet, and then into the tanks at the 
top of the College Imilding, which have eacli a capacity of 
eight thousand gallons. Near the Pump-house is the Ice- 
liouse, Avhose treasures are gathered from tlie lake. A 
little distance from it are the farm stal)les and the farmer s 
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dwelling-lioiise, all of wliicli are indicated on tlie map on 
page 99. We ^vill go tlirougli tliis gate on tlie left, and 
follow tlie path down the hill to ^lill Cove Brook, cross 
the bridi>;e, and the Ijottom of the little crassv valley, to 
those douV)le trees on the slo})e, -where ^ye shall have an 
interesting view of this grouj) of hnildings, and a glimpse 
of the lake heyond. 

Turn no"w, and folloAV this pathway along the margin 
of the sweet little vale of jNIill Cove Brook, which is 
traversed Ijy the clear stream that might well l>e called 
Minnehaha, or lang-hino; Avater. IIo-w heautiful are those 
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green slopes, dotted with sturdy oaks, and here and there 




Scene in the Vai^let of Mill Cove Brook. 



a maple or an elm ! In the shado^vs of these trees, in 
warm June days, students may he seen walking, or study, 
ing, or sitting in groups, in pleasant interchange of 
thoughts of home and friends as the College year draws 
to a close, presenting an Arcadian scene in aspect; or at 
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early morning tliey go down and gatliei' Avild liowers in 
the meadow on tlie margin of the Lrook, reminding one 
of Chaucer s fair Emilie, A\ho 

" At every turn she took, and made a stand. 
And thrnst among the thorns her little hand, 
To draw a flower; and every tiower she drew, 
She shook the stalk and brushed away the dew ; 
These parti-coloi-ed tlowers of white and red 
She wove to make a i;'arland for her head; 
This done, she snng and caroled out so clear, 
That men and antrels mi^dit i-ejoice to hear.'' 




Gro\'e of Ancient Willows. 



Farther down the vale, whei'e a dell, inigated 1>y a little 
stream, spreads ont into a l<^w, moist meadoAV, may he 
seen a charming suLjeet for the ])ainter of rural sceneiy. 
It is a grove of ancient "\villo\vs, Avhose roots have l)een 
swayed in the oozy earth liy the tem[)ests uniont'' their 
branches, until the huge trunks .-stand leaning in ])ictu- 
res([ue c-onfusioii of outline. Xear these the Mill Cove 
Brook rims dieei-ily by, and at the extremity of the 
College grounds, in this direction, conuuinelcs with an- 
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otlier stream, tliat comes clown from lieliiud the ()T)serva- 
toiy and the foot of Sunset Hill. Where they meet, 
and form Caspar's Kil, is one of the most charming of 
the (i[uiet places on tlie domain. There the half-wooded 
little hills approach each other, and the inwoven branches 
of the trees, with their covering of verdure, form a shelter- 
ing canopy for the l>ed of the Avedded hrooks. It is a 
spot beautifid as the Vale of Avoca ; and in tlie liearts of 
many of the students of Vassar College ■who shall learn to 
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love eacli other, and shall " hold sweet counsel together " 
at this meeting of the ^vaters. Memory Avill douhtless 
often, in after years, aA\-al<:en the sentiment of ]Moore — 

'• There is luit in the ivide world a valley so sweet, 
As that vale in whose bosom the bright waters meet: 
21 
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Oh! the last rays of feeling and life must depart 

Ere the bloom of that valley shall fade from the heart." 

NoAV let US climb tliis f^lojie of Sunset Hill to tlie 
summit. From this point we overlook the whole domain 
of the College possessions, and far around it. Yonder are 




Head of the Glen. 

the spire.s of Pouijhkeepsie ; l)ut the heautiful city is almost 
hidden ])y intervenino; ridges. Looking in that general 
direction, you discern the pale l)lue line of the distant 
Shawanguuk mountains, in M'hicli the l)ear, the deer, and 
the catamount al.ound. In the farther north, full foi-tA' 
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miles distant, you see the lofty range of the Katshergs 
(Catskill Mountains) melting ^into the rolling fai-m-huuls 
of Albany County. As -we turn sloAvly, the eye compre- 
hends many a charming ])icture among the rugged liills 
and cultivated fields of Ulster and Orange Counties, along 
the line of the Hudson River, all the -way t<> the Ilio-h- 
lands, the rmitj In'ohen onh' once or t^vice l)y hill-tops 
near. Plere the students take delight in the visions of 
gloM'ing sunsets ; and in the early twilight they follow 
this broad ])ath, that leads do-wn to a l)ridge and up the 
hill by the Gymnasium to the Colleii'e buildino;. 

We Avill turn to the riii'lit at the brid<>-e, and iro 
up the stream to the head of the Glen, "where Me shall 
be re^varded Avith a picture of Avild beauty at a grouj) 
of aged hemlocks, Avhich stand by the side of the path- 
Avay that comes do^vn to the brook from the lidge near 
the Oljservatory. Places like these the Poets people 
with Fairies at the twilight hour; but here the Prosaist 
discovers somethino; l:)etter — 
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'A Creature not too bri-jlit or f;ood 
For human nature's daily food ; 

A Being breatliing thoughtful breatli- 
A traveler between life and death ; 

And yet a S|)irit still, and bright 
With something of an Angel light." 



Oiu" ramble is ended. We Avill re-enter the College 
buildino-, and ol)serve the forces in o])eration imder its 
I'oof 

The Colleo-e Avork Avas commenced, as Ave have ob- 
served, on the 2()th day of September, 1865, by a Presi- 
dent, a Lady Principal, eight Professors, and t\venty 
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Instructors and Teachers. These com2)osecl the force for 
fifovernment and instruction. The duties of the 2:enei'al 
manao-ement of the aflairs of the institution were assio-Jicd 
to an Executive Committee, composed of seven members 
of the Board of Trustees; a Treasurer;. a Secretary, who 
is also a general Superintendent ; and a Eeijistrai'. 

The special duties of Treasurer and Secretary are 
implied by their titles. In addition to the usual lalioi's 
of a Secretary, that officer is requii'ed to supeiintend the 
general Business Department of the College, under tlie 
direction of the Executive Committee. He has charge 
of the farm, garden, grounds, 1)oats, and all other property 
of the Institution; of all purchases, construction, repairs, 
and impi'ovements ; of the Steward, Matron, Janitor, En- 
gineer, Fannei', and Gardener's De2:)artments ; and exei'cises 
a su2:)ervision over all the material and economic interests 
of the College, in these various departments. His duties 
are wide and various; and he is the chief organ of 
communication l)etween the Executive Committee anil 
those employed in the several dejiartmeuts of physical 
lahor, -who nmnber about a hundred persons. 

The Registrar is the accountant and general Clei-k 
of the President, whose duty is to keep a register of 
all students admitted to the College ; their places of 
residence, the names of their parents or guardians, and 
their post-ofBce addresses. Pie has charge of the Deposi- 
tory of books and stationery; and he attends to receivino- 
for-warding, and delivering all mail matter and express 
jiackages, at the College. The officers of the Board of 
Trustees first appointed, and yet continued, are A\^illia.m 
IvKLLY, Oliitiniiau ; Matthew Vassat., Jr., D-easartr • and 
Cykls Swa.\, Serrdarij. James N. Sciior is liei/istrar. 
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Tlie duties of tlie several officers are strictly detiued. 
The President is the chief executive officer of the College, 
whose business is to execiite all laws and regulations 
adopted by the Board of Trustees, or the Executive 
Committee, for the internal control of the Institution, 
and is responsible for his official acts to those two 
bodies only. This broad deiinition implies various and 
important special duties, all of which are enumerated 
and prescril)ed in a code of "Laws and Regidations of 
Vassar Colleo-e." 

The Lady Principal is the Chief Executive aid of 
the President in the direction of the teachers and in 
the government of the students. Her duties are man)', 
delicate, and very important, and, under the established 
hfcws and rules of the Institution, she is immediately 
responsible to the President in the performance of them. 
To her is assigned the task of executing all the la-\vs 
and regulations of the College relating to the ct)nduct 
of the stiulents when out of the class and lecture rooms. 
She exercises over them a maternal supervision in their 
private apai'tments (which she has the right of access to 
at all, times), in the dining hall, in the corridors, in the 
public rooms and gi'ounds of the College, and in their 
intercourse with the neighboring community. She is also 
required to use her best efforts to improve the personal, 
habits, social training, and moral and religious culture 
of the students. As in the case of the President, this 
broad definition of her duties imi>]ies many special lalwrs 
^vhich the la\vs and regulations of the College prescribe. 
In like manner, the duties, privileges, antl powers of tlie 
Professors are defined. 

The Faculty consists of the President, Lady Princi])al, 
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aud tlie Professors in the regular collegiate course, whose 
duty is to hold meeting-s at least once a week, at a 
time and place appointed ])y the President. The transac- 
tions at these meetings are both adm-inistrative and 
legislative, and pertain wholly to the business of govern- 
ment and instruction. 

The Faculty are required, at the commencement of each 
year, to choose a Secretary to keep a I'ecord of all their 
official transactions, which shall be at all times open for 
the inspection of any member of the Faculty, of the 
Executive Committee, or of the Board of Trustees. Their 
transactions are all subject to the scrutiny and stijoervision 
of the Executive Committee, Avhich meets regularly once 
in a fortnio-ht, at the CoUeo-e office. Such is the admin- 
istrative force of Vassar College. 

While ample provision is made for the moral and 
intellectual culture of the students, equally ample pro- 
vision is made for their bodily health and comfort. Their 
parlors and bedrooms, as we have observed, are in groups. 
Some of the cliambers contain single, and others double 
Tjeds, to suit the taste and circumstances of occupants. 
They are all airy and cheeii'ul, opening on one side \i'^<yw 
the College grounds, and on the other into the spacious 
corridors. The rooms are neatly carpeted and furnished, 
and are kept in order by the IMatron. On each floor, at 
the center of the building, are 1 )athing-rooms and water- 
closets, denoted on the ])lans by Roman numerals. A 
resident physician, in the pers<Mi of the Professor of 
Physiology and Hygiene, and a AVell-e(iuipped Infirmary, 
are provided for them in sickness; and in health they 
have the ample Grvmnasium and the Colleo-e "-rounds for 
in-door and out-ofdoor exercises of various kinds, for the 
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promotion of physical vigor and mental strengtli. There 
are walks and drives on tlie College grounds, already 
completed, full three miles in extent, and the distance is 
continually increasing hy laying out ne^v courses. The 
purest spring ^vater, filtered, is used for every pui-p<jse in 
the College, and the tahle is ahundantly provided "\vith 
a variety of the most wholesome food. 

Applicants for adnussion to the College are re(pnred 
to he at least fifteen }'ears c)f age, and to furnisli satisfac- 
tory testimonials of character. Most of tlie students are 
received for the regular College course, hut many are 
admitted to pxu"sue special studies, selected hy the advice 
and with the approval t)f the Pi'esident. All must enter 
for the Avhole, or what remains, of tlie College year, and 
must pass a satisfactoiy examination in the ordinai'y 
English Lrauches. Candidates for the first year of tlie 
regular course are examined to a certain extent in Latin, 
French, and Algehra. Those for an advanced standing in 
the regular course are examined in all the preceding 
studies ; and special students, avIio desire to enter advanced 
classes in any Depai-tment, must be ])T-epared in the pre- 
liminary branches of that Department. 

The special classes are not open to all, indiscriminately, 
or at the mere option of the student or her friends; but 
only to those Avho can enter them consistently Avith soimd 
principles of education. The regular course is designed 
for those Avho seek a thorough and liljeral education, and 
extends through four years. Each dejjartment of instruc- 
tion is placed under the responsible direction of a Pro- 
fessor, aided by the re<piisite number of teachers. More 
particular information concerning the Collegiate Depart- 
ments, the subjects for instruction in each, and the text- 
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]iooks and books of reference used, may l)e found in tlie 
Annual Cataloa-ue of tlie CoUes-e. 

In the extra Collegiate Department there is a School 
of Vocal and Instrumental IMusic,. and a School of Design. 
In the former, instruction is given partly in sepai'ate lessons 
to individuals, and partly to classes. Tlie aim of all 
mxisical instruction in A'assar College is, as in otlier depai't- 
raents, in keeping "with the expressed desii'e of its Founder, 
which is ratlier to create and develoji a genuine hn^e foi 
all that is good and great in knowledge, and thereby 
cultivate the heart and discipline the mind of the student, 
than to spend j^i'ecious time in the acquii'ement of expert- 
ness in mere recitation, peiibrmauce, and executioii. Foi" 
the use of this School there are thirty music-rooms, and 
an equal number of pianos. The rudiments of musical 
theory are taught, and chorus-singing practiced in vocal 
classes, arranged accoixling to proficiency, to Avliich all tlie 
mend>ers of the College ai'e admitted. Solo-sinyiuo-^ Oi'o-an- 
playing, and the higher branches of theory, Thorough- 
liass and Composition, are taught in private lessons 
exclusively. 

Instnictions in the School of Design cover the Avhole 
ground of Elementary DraAnng and Painting, for w^hich 
purpose the contents of the Art. (xallery are freely used. 
The discijiline and culture in this department, as of that 
of music, is most thorougli. The student is carried throuo-h 
a carefidly arranged jirogressive course, to Avhich she is 
strictly conhned ; and in a large degree Nature furnishes 
her with models. Slie is educated in the essential prin- 
ciples of art, -while training her eye and hand to its 
successful practice. 

The testimony of competent ol)servers now, at the close 
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of the secoud collegiate yenv, is, that in every Depart- 
ment of Vassal- College there is e^^dence of the most 
faithful, enlightened, and efficient work; and that positive 
results are sufficiently manifest to entitle the institution 
to rank Avith the best seminaries of learnino- in the Avorld. 
The College is empowered ]>x its chai-ter to confer all the 
iisual and honorary academic degrees ; and there seem to 
be, in the early achievements of the institution, promises 
that the time is not far distant Avlien an honor conferred 
by A'assar College for Young "Women will be as acceptable 
as that 2:iven In' the older Colles-es and Universities for 
Younof Men. 

The first coUeo-iate year of Vassar CoUesre was an im- 
portant one, for it Avas its formative period. Three hun- 
dred students Avere there at the beginning, and the number 
soon increased to OA-er three hundred and fifty, of AAdiom 
one hundred and fifteen of the younger Avere fi-om fifteen 
to sixteen years of age, and fifty-four of the more mature 
Avere from tAA^enty to tAA^enty-four years of age. EA^ery 
necessary ai-ticle of equipment Avas I'eady for their ser- 
Adce ; and it seemed, to the superficial obserA^er, that an 
easy task lay before the Facidty. Not so. They had to 
encounter a most difficitlt and laborious one. The perfect 
machinery Avas all there, but it needed the most careful 
adjustment and lubrication before it could be put into 
harmonious action ; and Avise, thoughtful, and assiduous 
efforts Avere required to make that adjustment. With 
surj)rising facility and success the Faculty proceeded in 
their delicate Avork, and it Avas not long before each 
instructor and student Avas laboring in proper order, 
and the fi-iction of the great machine, considering its com- 
plexity, Avas A-erv little. 

22 
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The most difficult portion of the Libor of organization 
necessarily devolved npon the President and Lady Prin- 
cipal. They were often compelled to plan without a 
231'ecedent, in conformity to the la^^^ of circumstances ; and 
most anxioiisly did they labor. In that work the duties 
of the Lady Principal were specially delicate and impor- 
tant, for she was to he the official Mother of the great 
Family so suddenly gathered, and composed of the most 
diverse elements, of the nature of which every thing had 
to be learned. U2")on her devolved the duty of receiving 
students on their first arrival ; of assigning them rooms 
and room-mates, and of providing the means of healthful 
social excitement. Upon her devolved the task of estab- 
lishing a system, conforming as nearly as possible to the 
most perfect family plan, for the domestic and social life 
of the College, that should allow the greatest possible in- 
dividual action and development, and at the same time 
exercise all needful control. The great cpiestion presented 
itself : HoAv shall we individualize the students so as 
to guard against the evils incident to so large an assem- 
blage of immature young people, and to impress npon the 
mind of each, without a galling espionage, the con^•iction 
that she is thoroughly known and homiy cared for \ 

This important question was promptly met Avith a 
practical solution, the Avisdom of Avhich is confirmed by 
all subsequent experience. When the Spring of 18G6 
came, and six months of labor and trial had passed, 
A\assar College, in its material, intellectual, social, and 
religious aspect, presented the most gratitS^ing assurance 
of its abundant success. Flourishing LiterarA' Societies 
had been formed among the students for their mutual im- 
provement, and the pursuit of knoAvledge Avas, to most of 
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tliem, a pleasure and not a task— a privilege and not a 
diit)'. 

Tlie value of Vassar College was now appi'eciated hj 
tlie students, and thev felt a sti-onsj desire to manifest, col- 
lectively, their gratitude to tlie Foiuider, avIkjsh nuuiifi- 
cence Lad offered to their sex so many l^lessings. The 
02-)portunity M'as nigh. The College Faculty had just 
resolved, " That the :?9th of April, the anniversary of the 
birthday uf MattheAV Yassar, Founder of this College, he, 
and herel^y is, entered on its Calendar as a holiday, to be 
annually oljsei'ved l)y commemorative exei'cises ; and that 
this anniversary be designated ' Tlie Foundei'^s Dav.' " 
This resolution offered the coveted opportunity, and the 
students Avere permitted to make their desired demonstra- 
tion on " The Founder s Day." 

It was resolved l)y the students to give the Founder 
a public reception at the College on that, his seventj^- 
fourth birthda}', in the presence of fiiends, and with appro- 
priate literary exercises. Every heart A\'as interested, and 
every finger was made busy in the Avork of love. All A\"as 
in readiness at the appointed time. The day Avas perfect 
in serenity and temperature. The inA'ited guests Avere 
assembled in the College ])arlors at fiA^e o'clock in the 
eveiiinfr. At that hour there Avas no outAvard token of 
any thing unusual, excepting a beautiful triumphal arch, 
coA^ered Avith eveigreens, Avhich had been raised over the 
broad aA'enue leading from the Porter's Lodge to the Col- 
lege. On it Avere the Avords, "Welcojie to the Fouxdeii." 
In the center Avas his monogram, graceftilly arranged. On 
one side Avas the date of his birth, "Apiul 29, 1792;'' 
and on the other side the date of the celebration, " AritiL 
29 18G6." OA^er all fluttered gay flags and Imnners. 
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The Founder liad received no intimation of tlie in- 
tended liouor. Tlie President called at his house in the 
city that afternoon, invited him to ride out to the College 
at about six o'clock in the evening, and offered to accom- 
pany him. In this act there was nothing remarkable. 
The time of the short joimiey was spent in ordinary con- 
versation, and the Founder had no siisjjicions of Avhat he 
was to experience when his cari-iage should reach the 
Porter's Lodge. There he l:)eheld a sight sufficiently 
strange and beautiful to make him doubt the testimony 
of his own eyes. 

One of the students, acting as Marshal, and accom- 
panied by two aids, had led her fellow-students in two 
columns toward the Porter's Lodge, and halted in a posi- 
tion to form a continuous line on each side of the avenue, 
from the gateway to the circle in front of the main en- 
trance to the College. They were neatly arrayed in 
gamients of almost eveiy variety of color, and presented a 
spectacle of rare beauty and interest. When the carriage 
of the Founder, in which Avere only himself and the Presi- 
dent, passed into the avenue, he was greeted with the 
Avaving of Avhite handkerchiefs and the smiles of a host 
of delighted students. The heads of the two columns then 
turned, and, countermarching, formed a flanking escort for 
the carriage and a long procession. IMeamvhile the 
Faculty and Teachers were Avaiting near the entrance 
to the College ; and, Avhen the venerable and vene- 
rated ]nan alighted from his carriage, a glad sono- of 
Avelcome burst from the lijis of a selected choir on the 
])(n-tico, standing under flags and evergreens that deco- 
I'ated the front of the building. Tears Avere the onh' 
expression of gratitude Avhich the Founder could then 
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give in response, for deep emotion had sealed Ms 
lips. 

Supported by tlie President, Mr. Vassar now entered 
the College vestibule, and was conducted by the Marshal 
and her aids to a private parlor, where he was intro- 
duced to the President of the day, and by her presented 
to others. The company then repaired to the Chapel, 
which was tastefully decorated with evergreens and flow- 
ers. Over the poi-trait of the Founder were the Avords, in 
illuminated letters on a white ground, The Desire Accoji- 
PLisHED IS SWEET TO THE SouL. When the Trustees of the 
College and the students and guests Avere seated, Mr. Vas- 
sar, surrounded by the Faculty and his feminine escort, 
entered the door. Then the organ pealed forth a stirring 
voluntary, and the Avhole audience arose and remained 
standing until the Chief Guest Avas seated. The Presi- 
dent of the College then offered a prayer. It Avas fol- 
loAved by music from a piano by one of the students, and 
the literary exercises proper began by a Salutatory, in 
which, in chaste and gloAA'ing language, all the guests Avere 
welcomed. 

An essay on " The AVorld's Advance " Avas noAv read. 
This was followed by music and recitations, concerning 
Woman's social position in different periods of the Avorld. 
The students engaged in this Avell-arranged performance 
appeared in appropriate costume — one as Deborah, another 
as Xantippe, a third as Joan of Arc, and so on. After 
this came music, and then the reading of a delightful 
iwem, entitled "Hilltop Idyl." This, like every other 
composition on the occasion, Avas an original production of 
the student by Avhom it Avas read or recited. It Avas 
followed by a "Floral Tribute," Avhich presented a beau- 
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tifiil spectacle. Then one, in the character of a " Kepre- 
sentative Student," read the follo^sdng "Address to the 
Founder : " — 

" Beloved atifl honored sire ! 

TTe come with tiowers, 
To speak for us words passing our weak speech. 
List! liow their fragrant hearts breathe redolent 
Our grateful wishes for thy nat.il day. 
They are Spring's firstlings — rich in promises ; 
So greeteth thee to-day the first glad springing 
Of what thine hands have planted ; 
Long Summer years shall come with hlooni and fruitage. 

This crown of flowers 

TVe give thee in the name of womanhood, 

■Whom thou hast crowned ; 

Tliese flowers are earthly — fading — 
May He, who smiles even here on high emprise, 
And noble deed, wrought liumbly in His name. 
Place on thy brow at last the unfading crown 
Of immortelles that angels gather." 

A large choir, accompanied hy the organ, closed the 
exercises in the Chapel by singing an original song, enti- 
tled " Our Father and Friend," Avhen the Avhole audience 
arose and joined in chanting the Doxology. Then all 
repaired to the Dining Hall, Avhere the students had 
pro-^dded a bountiful collation ; and the remainder of the 
evening was spent in the parlors and corridors, in 
pleasant social intercourse. 

Here Ave will leave A'assar College and its Founder to 
the tender consideration of Posterity, for Avhose good they 
exist. In all future ages, the name of Matthew Yassar 
AA-ill be found conspicuous among those of the benefactors 
of his race. The heralds of that glorious fame came 
thickly Avhen intelligence of his great act Avent abroad, all 
speaking in language similar to one AA^hose Avliole commu- 
nication Avas — "In Heaven Angels sing God's praise — on 
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Eai'tli ^^"oraen and all good jMen sing }'ours. Long may 
you live to Lear it, is tlie prayer of a Stranger." 

That " prayer of a Stranger " lias l)een answered. Mr. 
Yassar lias lived to liear tlie just plaudits of his fellow- 
men. He has lived to see his great work accom2:)lished. 
He has lived to particijiate in the second celehration of 
" The Founder s Day," crowned with the 1 dessings of good 
health and cheerfulness of spirit. lie lias lived to enjoy 
the fruition of his labors in a great -work of henevolence. 
With his OM'n hand he planted, in generous soil, the seed 
of a tree whose fi-uit shall lie for the moral healin<r of 
the nations. With his own hand he fostered the tender 
germ, and cultivated the growing sapling, until now he 
sees it in maturitv of form and streno-th and laden "with 
abundant blossoms, that proj^hecy of rich harvests of bles- 
sings throughout many generations. 



